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                               Bob Tyrrell and Nick Sillitoe after winning 6-4, 6.3 against Colchester 

Forum. Well done both!! 
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Email: yvonne@kyndt.net     

Website: mayflowerrotary.org                                     
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts  
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https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts


2 | P a g e  
 

  

 

 

Welcome new President Mark Chambers 

So here we are, one twelfth of the way through my year 

already. Everyone says how quickly it goes and this year will 

be no exception, I’m sure.  

Off to a bright start: I’m pleased that the club has agreed in 

principle to running both Soap Box Derby and Summerfest  

next year. They will be kept well apart 

in the diary so that it doesn’t become an 

imposition on members.  

The Ops Team are very enthusiastic to 

run SBD, not just the great stuff they do 

on the day of all our events, but also the 

pre-event organisation. Heading the 

team will be Richard Leahy who, it 

should be recognised, has extensive 

experience of big event management, 

Round Table’s Fireworks for example. 

He has briefed me on his plans, and I am 

very encouraged by what I have heard. 

On Summerfest, I am happy to be Event 

Manager again. There will be 

presentations on both at the August 

Business Meeting.  

The suggested fundraising programme is 

quite extensive, but we should recognise 

that the voluntary sector is up against it 

and as Rotarians we should do all we 

can to help. A perfect example is our 

good friends at BOSP who on one day 

were told they had been awarded the 

Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 

and on the next day were told they were  

to have £90k of funding withdrawn!  

Responding to comments made earlier 

in the year regarding the social side of 

the club, a subcommittee comprising 

myself, John Murray and Yvonne will 

be working to actively encourage a 

variety of social activities throughout 

the year. By the time you read this, you 

should have received the notes on our 

first meeting. Within the coming weeks 

we can look forward to pétanque in 

Lake Meadows be organised by Nick 

Sillitoe and a golf day on September 1 

being run by Colin Campbell. We shall of 

course be hoping for strong support 

from members for these activities. 

Nick has also responded to the comment 

that we have too many charity speakers 

with some other types of evenings 

planned. There will be versions of 

“Would I lie to You” and “Room 101” in 

the coming weeks.  

Enjoy the rest of the summer, hopefully 

it will not be too hot, and the water will 

keep flowing.  Regards, Mark 
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Business meeting reports 

 

 

 

Fundraising Programme 2022/2023            

The main events 

Billericay Christmas Market: David 

Randall reported that a great deal of 

work had already been carried out, as 

is always the case, for the Market to 

take place on Sunday, December 4, 

2022. Sponsors and stallholders have 

already committed to £11,500. Colin 

Saunders will, as in the past, be 

ensuring that correct procedures and 

critical dates are identified and 

actioned (the tick-

box).                                                                 

Work will start in earnest in 

September with a timetable and 

regular meetings of key personnel.                                                     

Problems anticipated include the 

increasing town centre housing and 

the consequent increased need for 

communicating access issues with 

occupants on the day, and the 

changing face of the High Street with 

new retailers and food outlets.                                                       

David R has contacted Mike Nye 

regarding music and stages, but both 

Mike and Mick Kirby no longer wish 

to be involved. It was proposed that a 

token of our appreciation for the 

huge efforts that both have made 

over the years that have contributed 

enormously to the successes of BCM 

and SummerFest, be organised. This 

was unanimously agreed by club.                                   

Summerfest: Mark C confirmed that 

he is prepared to be event manager. 

It is proposed to hold the event on 

Sunday, July 3. There was the 

proposal that the music aspect might  

 

 

Fundraising 

– John Parry 

be extended into the evening. 

Soap Box Derby 

SBD 2022 was considered an 

outstanding success, but it 

required enormous dedication 

and time from event manager 

Colin Campbell. MusicFest held 

the following day was less 

successful, but this was not 

reflective of the planning, 

dedication, and effort of those 

involved. The Queen’s Jubilee 

celebrations resulted in a great 

deal of competition, and this 

surely had had an impact on ticket 

sales. In the immediate aftermath, 

it was felt that holding SBD in 

2023 was too ambitious and 

would stretch the club’s resources 

too far with Summerfest planned 

for the summer, and that we 

should postpone SBD to 2024.           

In response to this, it was 

proposed, primarily by members 

of the Ops team, to look at 

holding SBD in 2023, but with 

careful planning to spread the 

load across the club and indeed 

across other clubs and 

organisations, and with an 

appropriate interval between the 

two events. Colin C summarised 

SBD 2022 and concluded that if 

the right team were to be put 

together there would be no 

reason why SBD couldn’t go ahead 

in 2023. A summary of the general 

discussion which then took place 

is as follows:                                           

-SBD needs an event team to be 

set up at an early stage. One 

person cannot shoulder the 

responsibility. There should 

however be an event manager so  

that regular progress can be made 

to the club via FRC chair John 

Parry.                                                           

-SBD has proved to be 

consistently profitable and should 

continue to be so.                                                  

-Costs are known from previous 

years and as a standalone event 

(unlike 2022), the event should 

prove to be a reliable fundraiser.  

-It has become a very popular 

event for the town and as such 

SBD serves as both fundraiser and 

community event.                             

-New ideas for sponsorship as 

regards promotion and publicity 

should ensure that basic costs are 

covered, and risk is minimised.      

-Despite the hard work and long 

hours, the club, and particularly 

the ops team, other clubs and 

organisations, plus the big 

eventers, gained a great deal of 

satisfaction in helping to stage the 

event. The other organisations 

and big eventers that assisted 

may well be a source of new 

members in the future. The event 

team shown below (although not 

exclusive) was suggested:                               

Richard Leahy - event manager 

Keith Dewis                             

Stewart Ellis                                        

Colin Campbell                                       

Ifor Roberts                                        

Colin Saunders                                         

Tony Sprackling                                

Aaron Hackett                                    

Steve Clarke                                               

Alan Woodrow                             

Provisional dates were discussed 

but a final decision will be made 

later after further discussion with 

club. (Continued next page) 
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Richard L put forward a proposal to 

create advertising banners below 

and to the sides of the stage and 

provided a mock-up. He and 

Stewart Ellis will cost the exercise.                             

Derek Collyer will provide financial 

figures to demonstrate the profit 

that would have been made for 

SBD 2022, disregarding the concert 

as soon as the accounts have been 

finalised.                                                             

In John P’s absence David Randall 

presented these outcomes at the 

Business Meeting. There was an 

almost unanimous agreement that 

both events were feasible.                                  

Richard L will call a meeting of the 

event team to consider and take 

forward.  

Other events 

Casino: John P will discuss this with 

Steve M and others to resurrect 

this. A pilot event was suggested 

which could be linked with a 

specific charity. This will be 

reported back at the next meeting. 

Keith D has been in contact with 

the CEO of BOSP and mentioned 

such an event linked to the charity. 

Classic Cars: Rallies and meetings 

have been a good fundraiser for the 

club, with Colin Breathwick taking 

the lead. Colin has said he would 

not be involved in any more such 

events as the organiser of Rotary 

assistance. Stewart E and John P 

will look at potential future Rotary 

involvement long term (2024 

onwards). Stewart felt that the 

classic car offering at SBD, 

Summerfest and BCM had faded 

and needed to be revitalised. Clive 

Roberts suggested that events 

might involve high performance 

cars of 

 

cars of which there is a significant 

number in the area and there are 

existing clubs which might be 

contacted for ideas. 

Quiz: It is proposed to hold this at 

Stock Village Hall on the 1st 

Saturday in March. Mark Chambers 

has this in hand. 

Dinner Dance: the costs for such 

an event have risen significantly 

and this may affect viability. Colin 

C will research possible venues and 

costs. 

Jazz Music BBQ: Gary and Jane 

have offered to host this event; the 

date proposed of June 11, 2023, 

has now been confirmed by Gary 

Moore.  

Bikeathon: John P to speak with 

Ifor Roberts to see whether this 

can be resurrected. 

Bell Boat Challenge and 

Catamaran: John P to speak with 

Barry Howe regarding these. 

Christmas trees: Mark C is to take 

this forward again but requires 

transport for collection. John 

 

receive £5 per child back from 

KidsOut = £550) - unanimously 

agreed                                                        

C - To “purchase” four shelter 

boxes @£590 per box = £2,360 – 

unanimously agreed.                                   

D - To donate £1,000 to Child 

Rescue Nepal for a project to 

rebuild Kala School (badly damaged 

in the 2015 earthquake: its remote 

location meant it was forgotten in 

the rounds of rebuilding), in the 

mountains of rural Nepal. A plaque 

re: our donation will be put up on 

the new school. N.B. Alistair will 

match the donation, so £2,000 

(plus gift aid) will go towards the 

£15,000 project – agreed nem con.                                   

E - To donate £1,000 to Mary’s 

Meals – agreed nem con.                             

F - To donate £1,000 to Barrow 

Farm, Riding for the Disabled – 

unanimously agreed. 

Community Service 

A - Benches being refurbished by 

Mens’ Shed members: “spare” 

bench to be installed at Archer 

House gardens (Mike B/Bert C).             

B - Work party to be constituted to 

help maintain the gardens at 

Archer House until a new gardener 

is appointed (Mike B/Finlay M).  

New projects 

A - “Gift a Girl” charity in Malawi 

run by a Rotary Club there. Rita 

asked to look further into what is 

being done and what is needed.                

B - “Toy Box” to help street 

children in South American 

countries.                                                       

C - Little Haven’s Hospice.                              

D - Food bank.                                                    

E - Kool Carers/Abbeyfield - any 

needs? Alistair 

 

In keeping with our priorities set for 

the year the following were 

proposed to club at the July 

Business meeting:                                           

A - To pay foundation dues of $100 

per member ($4,200 = £3,400) 

→£3,400 – unanimously agreed.          

B -To reserve/ring fence £1,600 for 

next KidsOut days (actual budget 

needed is £2,100 or so but likely to 

Projects - 

Alistair Moulds 
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Club Admin. - 

Barry Fagg  

 
Chair Barry F outlined the newly 

constituted Social Committee 

comprising Mark Chambers, 

Yvonne Kyndt and John Murray, 

whose role will be to propose 

non-Wednesday club activities. 

Barry expressed concern as to 

whether this would be 

independent of the Club Admin 

Committee, however, Yvonne 

assured him that any proposals of 

the new committee would be 

reported back to Club Admin.                               

The responsibility for the 

Wednesday meetings programme 

would remain with Nick Sillitoe.             

Barry also reported that a new 

group comprising Mervyn Rogers, 

John Morris, and Chris Thurman 

would be looking into alternative 

meeting venues. 

Barry reported that he had 

spoken to Colin Campbell 

regarding the Christmas Party and 

that Colin had had a discussion 

with the Burstead. It became 

apparent that the Burstead is no 

longer interested in hosting 

events for larger, non-golfing 

groups. Barry reported back to 

club that he had researched other 

venues – after some discussion it 

was agreed that this year’s 

Christmas party would be held at 

the Masonic Hall in Shenfield on 

Dec 16.                                          

Barry also said that the theme, 

timings, and groups for Scatter 

this year had been circulated to 

members. 

members.                                       

Attendance – John Vaufrouard 

advised that Ian Miller had 

contacted those members that were 

on extended leave of absence and 

reported that two members would 

be returning to regular meetings 

whilst two others would remain on 

leave. After some discussion it was 

noted that extended leave of 

absence approval was a matter for 

Club Council.                                                                 

John V reported that the Sunday 

evening deadline for apologies 

seemed to be working and that 

three members were currently 

attending meetings but not having a 

meal. 

Membership - In Ifor Roberts’ 

absence, there was nothing to 

report (NTR). 

Regalia – John Morris had NTR. 

Welfare – John Morris reported that 

he is encouraging Barry Woodward 

to return to club meetings. 

Social/Sport activities - John Murray 

reported that the “Smitty” 

expedition to Grays Rotary, in 

pursuit of the Hugh Markham 

trophy, was a bit of a 

disappointment.                              

The casino equipment was 

discussed, and it had been agreed to 

kick-start the possibility of it and the 

team being “up for hire”. Yvonne 

advised that she had spoken to Alan 

Escott about the possibility of a 

Casino Night at the Con Club and 

would report back. John Murray 

suggested a Casino Night at a 

Wednesday meeting and it was 

agreed that this could be added to 

the list of possible social activities. 

Websites/IT – Yvonne reported 

that she and Richard Rackham had 

now fixed a date for discussion of 

the way forward with updating 

the websites. David had been very 

helpful in supplying the info re: 

BCM that he needed uploading to 

the websites. Yvonne emphasised 

that this was the way forward for 

event managers, ie to provide 

details in a timely fashion. Peter 

Walker encouraged Yvonne to 

widen the use of social media 

beyond Billericay by joining 

neighbouring discussion pages on 

Facebook etc. Yvonne explained 

the use of “boost” on Facebook, 

although it would never be clear 

how effective this was. Barry 

emphasised the need for event 

managers to feed Yvonne with 

info, and that and we need to get 

stall holders involved in 

promotion of events via their own 

websites etc. 

Meetings/Programme - In Nick 

Sillitoe’s absence, NTR. The club 

diary is now almost complete to 

the end of the calendar year. 

Newsletter - Citing the Lunchtime 

club’s award winning newsletter 

as an example, Yvonne appealed 

again for contributions and news 

content from members. As 

previously minuted, Barry 

suggested a joint newsletter with 

other Billericay clubs. Yvonne 

thought that Town would be more 

interested than the Lunchtime 

club, but that she could ask both 

for details of their activities and 

events for inclusion. (Continued 

next page) 
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Publicity/PR - In Nick’s absence, 

NTR. 

Barry queried why we do not 

promote our charitable donations 

more openly and suggested that 

project services should be more 

pro-active in this respect. Yvonne 

suggested going back to the days 

when photo opportunities were 

used when presenting the 

oversized cheque to a charity. 

Mayflower Friends - In Derek 

Walter’s absence, NTR  

AOB – Peter Walker advised that 

the details of the 2022/23 club 

directory were with Stewart Ellis 

and should be printed shortly. 

Breaking news – an electronic 

copy has been distributed!! Well 

done to all involved, especially 

Peter W. Barry 

 

 

 

 

From Jo Bega, CEO, Child Rescue 

Nepal 

The summer heat seems relentless 

in the UK at the moment – I hope 

you are staying cool and aren't too 

affected by the high temperatures.  

But whilst we are experiencing a 

heatwave, Nepal is facing floods 

and ever-more extreme weather 

conditions. Our staff in rural areas 

are finding it very challenging to 

get out to schools at the moment, 

and even Kathmandu has 

experienced some flooding.  

In this summer newsletter we are 

sharing news of a recent rescue, a  

   

 

 

follow up on the "candy floss 

boys" and an appeal for help for a 

school in a very desperate 

situation. So please do grab a 

large, cool, fruity drink and read 

on..... 

Girl rescued 

We are pleased to share with you 

that we have recently rescued a 

15-year-old girl called Mina (name 

changed).  However, her story is 

truly tragic and almost 

unbearable to type. She comes 

from a large, dysfunctional family 

who lived just outside Kathmandu, 

relying on agriculture for income. 

Mina's desperately poor mother 

brought her to Kathmandu to find 

work when she was just ten years 

old.  Initially Mina worked in a 

dance bar without pay. Over the 

years she moved to different 

dance bars, being forced to 

service male customers but having 

to hand over her earnings. The 

dance bar owners said that 

feeding her and giving her a place 

to stay was enough. Eventually 

she moved to a small restaurant, 

thinking that her experience there 

would be better.  She expected to 

clean and wait on tables, but was 

once again forced into sexual 

slavery, having to have sex with 

between five and 10 men each 

day. She says that at this time she 

was in "severe pain."        Our 

partner, Shakti Samuha heard 

about Mina through their 

outreach worker and moved 

swiftly to rescue her. Needless to 

say, after five years of constant 

abuse she is very traumatised. We 

are giving her all the time she 

needs – and assuring her that she 

is safe. 

We are so glad that Marigold 

House exists to offer a safe haven 

to girls like Mina – but we dearly 

wish that it wasn't needed. Thank 

you to all who fund our work, 

helping us give time, space, and 

safety to girls like Mina as they 

start to rebuild the pieces of their 

broken lives.   

Kala school is falling down 

Kala School is tucked up in the 

mountains of rural Nepal. It was 

badly damaged in the 2015 

earthquake, but its remote location 

means that it was forgotten during 

the rounds of reconstruction. The 

school is now so unsafe that 

lessons are being conducted 

outside. There are many more 

children in the local community 

that should be attending school, 

but with the school in the condition 

that it is, they just don't bother. The 

school has very committed 

teachers, but they just can't offer 

the levels of education that they 

would like to when their situation is 

so poor.                                                      

This week we have launched a 

fundraising appeal to build two 

robust and earthquake-proof 

classrooms at Kala School. These 

will be built to government 

specification and will greatly 

increase the effectiveness of this 

school. The total cost is £15,000 

but I am delighted to say that we 

have already received a generous 

donation towards our appeal, 

meaning that we only need to raise 

£9,950. Can you help us reach our 

target this summer?                                

Thank you - Jo                                                                      

See Projects report. 
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Anita’s travels in “darkest Peru” 

 
 

 

 
Club welcomed speaker Anita 

Sackett (seen above with VP 

Barry) who came to tell us all 

about her adventures in Peru. 

Peru, although probably best 

known for Machu Picchu, is a 

country of huge diversity in terms 

of geography (from the Atacama 

Desert to the frozen peaks of the 

Andes) and culture (Incas to 

conquistadors).                               

Its capital Lima is considered to 

be the political, cultural, financial, 

and commercial centre of the 

country, and is graced with many 

beautiful buildings including the 

Torre Tagle Palace below, the 

 

 

 

 

Anita described her visit to the 

Ballestas Islands where she met a 

wide variety of fauna, including, 

Peruvian boobies (prized for their 

guano!!), sea lions, Humboldt 

penguins, and pelicans. 

Andean societies were based on 

agriculture, using techniques such 

as irrigation and terracing, still 

very much in evidence; camelid 

husbandry and fishing were also 

important. In the 15th century, the 

Incas emerged as a powerful state 

which, during the course of a 

century, formed the largest empire 

in the pre-Columbian Americas 

with their capital in Cusco. 

Anita illustrated her talk with a 

wide variety of photographs, 

which ranged from an as yet 

undeciphered knotted counting 

system, a mummy, the elongated 

Paracas skulls (see right), to the 

Nazca lines, the Colca canyon, Lake 

Titicaca and much more. 

 

 

Government Palace of Peru, below, 

and the Archbishop’s Palace (right) 

are just some examples of 

magnificent colonial architecture.  

 

 

Anita went on to give us lots of 

fascinating details about life around 

Lake Titicaca, the large, deep, 

freshwater lake in the Andes, which 

is home to more than 530 aquatic 

species.                                                

She also showed photos of the 

"Floating Islands". Small, man-

made islands constructed by the 

Uros (or Uru) people from layers of 

cut totora, a thick, buoyant sedge 

that grows abundantly in the 

shallows. The Government supplies 

solar panels to the inhabitants to 

power phones, TV etc. 

Anita concluded her talk 

describing the display of crafts, 

some fashioned from 

supersoft alpaca wool. 

A most enjoyable evening, but 

sadly not a bear in sight – or 

marmalade sandwiches!! 

Two examples of the 

lovely handicrafts 

Anita had brought 

along to show us 
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Snippets 

On a recent Thursday afternoon, a slight, fair-headed person was 

seen on Platform 1 at Southend Station.  He seemed to be in a 

hurry and hadn’t had time to change from his “work” clothes.              

As he walked along the platform, he was encumbered by three 

large bin bags, which didn’t seem too heavy.  As he hurried away 

from the station, he was met by two who thought he might have 

been carrying drugs in his sacks, “drug-running” if you will.   

Having reassured them he didn’t, he went on his way to………….. 

Superdrug! The photo has been blurred to protect the 

innocent!!Edward Fortune 

 

 

On Friday, July 15, President Mark, and Keith and Maxine Dewis were delighted to attend the presentation to 

BOSP of the much deserved Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. The award was presented by a Deputy Lord 

Lieutenant of Essex to our good friend Jodie Connelly, who effectively founded BOSP and is in day-to-day in 

charge of running it.                                                                                                                                                                           

There was a large attendance of friends, family, and supporters for what was a really lovely occasion. Mark 

Brilliant award for BOSP 

 

 

Steve’s shirts! He never fails to please! 

 

Don’t forget, Mill Meadow 

Fayre on Sunday, September 

11, 2022, 11:00 am-4:00 pm 

Pétanque- Lake 

Meadows, Tuesday, 

Aug 2 – 7.00pm 
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Date Activity Speakers and venue Contact 

Aug-02 Petanque 

Lake Meadows – 

7.00pm Nick Sillitoe 

Aug-03 Trinity House Karl Lumbers BFC Nick Sillitoe 

Aug - 6 

Archer House 

Summer Fete 

Archer House 

Billericay Yvonne Kyndt 

Aug-10 Room 101 BFC Yvonne Kyndt 

Aug-17 Would I Lie to You? BFC Nick Sillitoe 

Aug-24 Business meeting BFC Mark Chambers 

Aug-31 

Partners’ evening 

“Cream teas” 

Jane Malyon          

Duke’s Head                     Nick Sillitoe 

Sep-07 

Mary's Meals 

(rearranged) 

Theresa McEwan                   

BFC Nick Sillitoe 

Sep-14 Army Life John (Rambo)? BFC Nick Sillitoe 

Sep-21 St Luke's Hospice TBC Nick Sillitoe 

Sep-28 Business meeting BFC Mark Chambers 

     

Oct-05 Royal Residences Maggie Piper BFC Nick Sillitoe 

Oct-12 Business meeting BTC Mark Chambers 

tbc 

Dinner Dance for 

Moldova Barry Howe  Barry Howe 

Oct-19 

Photography 

competition Chris Thurman BFC  Chris Thurman 

Oct-26 Scatter Reports BFC Mark Chambers 

     

Nov-02 Challenging MND Liane Iles      BFC Nick Sillitoe 

Nov-09 

Tales from the 

Titanic 

Lucy Allen            

BFC Nick Sillitoe 

Nov-16 Partners’ evening TBC  

Nov-23 

Special General 

Meeting TBC Mark Chambers 

Nov-30 BCM briefing TBC David Randall 

     

Dec-04 

Billericay 

Christmas Market   

Dec-07 Christmas Quiz TBC  

Dec- 9 

Carols at the 

Colbys’ Details later Derek Colby 

Dec-14 BCM debrief  David Randall 

Dec-16 Xmas party 

Masonic Hall, 

Shenfield 

Barry Fagg 

Dec -21 No meeting   

Dec-28 No meeting    
 

Club Diary 2022 - 2023 

mailto:karl.lumbers@gmail.com%20%20%2007717516017
mailto:karl.lumbers@gmail.com%20%20%2007717516017
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Comedy corner 

 

 OMG – I finally get it! 
What?  
That things expand as you 
heat them 
And?? 
I’m not fat – I’m hot!! 

 

So, this chap asked me if I had any 

idea where he could get a new wig 

from. 

I said, “Not off the top of my head”. 

 

I don't often get my 

grammar wrong... 

But it happens noun 

then... 

So I went for a job as a lumberjack..  

The chap asks: "Have you any 

experience?"  

I replied: "Have you heard of the Sahara 

Forest?"   

He said: "You mean Sahara Desert!"   

I said: "Yeah, well that's what they call it 

now! 

The other day I went to get a haircut. The barber looked at me 
and said, "Don't worry, you're 3rd in line".                                    
Was that a barberqueue? 

Just got a 

new job as a 

church bell 

ringer. 

It's my first 

day so 

they're just 

showing me 

the ropes. 

I’m not saying that I come 

from an unlucky family, but 

my grandad was 

shipwrecked, and he was 

picked up by the Titanic! 

So, I just saw a fella 

running down the road 

with a cape on... 

I shouted: "Are you a 

Superhero...?" 

He said: "No, I haven't 

paid for my 

haircut...!!!" 

I once read that 

beans were John 

Lennon's 

favourite 

vegetable, up 

until the time he 

decided to give 

peas a chance. 


