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President Colin’s swansong 

Well, in the blink of an eye my year as your President is over. 

And what a year it has been! A president serving a full year, 

and with face-to-face meetings returning as a regular feature 

amongst the odd zoom meetings, and some great social 

interaction. After two years of social isolation, I felt 

privileged to be part of the “return to 

normal brigade”, getting the club back 

on the road to the good old days of fun 

and fellowship. 

As they say, you only miss something 

when it’s gone, and that was certainly 

true for Rotary meetings. It’s wonderful 

that we can now move forward after 

two dark years. 

We had to start our year in a new 

venue, BTFC. Here I must add that after 

extensive investigation, there were few 

options in our area that fitted the 

criteria of price, size, IT facilities, and 

availability.                                                

I must say that the FC have looked after 

us very well so far, and even today there 

are still limited venues for us to meet on 

a regular basis, but I understand that 

Incoming President Mark has a team 

investigating other possibilities.                                                                     

We have managed to hold our much 

delayed Charter Night celebrations at 

Ivy Hill Hotel in April, and I hope the 

previous two Presidents enjoyed their 

night as much as I did, with many 

members making it a memorable night. 

On the fundraising front, the club was 

more than “back to normal “with BCM, 

Christmas Tree collection, SBD, a one-off 

Music Festival to celebrate the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee, and Music in the 

Garden.                                                    

These events between them raised many 

thousands of pounds for our chosen 

charities and have kept the club at the 

forefront of fundraising whilst having 

fun, which is the Rotary way. My thanks 

go to all those members who put in the 

hard work to make the events so 

successful, and not just financially, but 

also in providing events that the 

community really appreciated, which is 

equally important.                                               

I would like to thank the committee 

chairs and their teams for keeping the 

club going through some difficult times, 

and I wish all new chairs and committees 

an enjoyable year serving the club in the 

Mayflower way. I look forward to some 

exciting times ahead with some 

innovative ideas.                                           

My thanks also go to Secretary Ian and 

Treasurer Derek for their cooperation 

and support over some difficult times.                                               

Two other people I must thank are 

Yvonne for all her support during the 

year, both morally and providing us with 

a first class club newsletter that is the 

envy of many other clubs in District, 

(what is the expression? If you want a job 

done give it to a busy person), and Nick 

for his ability to keep finding interesting 

speakers. Best wishes to all for the year 

ahead. Regards, Colin 
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General Assembly - 2022 

The objective of the President’s 

speech at Club Assembly is to set 

out his or her vision for the year 

ahead. It is supposedly mandatory 

to attend the President Elect’s 

Training Seminar aka PETS at 

which we are beseeched to adopt 

what is akin to a corporate model 

of planning, addressing key issues 

that are close to Rotary’s heart. 

And to underline that, the 

Assistant Governor is with us 

tonight to hear what we intend to 

do. Most of the time District 

leaves us to our own devices and 

we have given short shrift to a 

certain DG who told us off for not 

doing the right thing. So, this 

report will focus on Mayflower 

and the issues specific to us.  

So where are we heading in the 

coming year?  

In one sense that is a locational 

issue, and I am pleased to report 

that a team comprising John 

Morris, Mervyn Rogers and Chris 

Thurman are looking into our 

ongoing venue with their 

parameters having been agreed. 

Bearing in mind that the next two 

months are the holiday months, 

the plan is to report back to the 

club in October. This will include 

the options available to you the 

members and is likely to include 

the possibility of a revised meeting 

structure. What is clear is that we 

need to make what we do at 

meetings more enjoyable and to  

consider social events away from 

our normal meeting venue.  

To that end I am delighted that 

Nick Sillitoe has agreed to stay on 

as Programme Officer for another 

year and that, working with 

Yvonne, he is looking into 

alternative activities on club 

nights, rather than just the usual 

speaker evenings.  

We have had many suggestions 

on possible social events and 

members prepared to organise 

same. In effect we have an ad hoc 

social committee and arranging 

activities will be a key priority 

Our Projects team are well set up 

to maximise the opportunities of 

supporting others with the funds 

at our disposal. I would like to 

thank Andy Hunter and his team 

members for their hard work in 

this regard and wish Andy luck 

when he moves t’oop North. At 

least he’s moving to Cheshire and 

not Lancashire and will be a lot 

closer to his spiritual home on 

the other side of the Pennines. 

I would also like to thank Alistair 

for stepping up to the role of 

Projects Chairman.  

If I have one request of the team, 

it is that we look to increase our 

doing activities as well as our 

spending ones. Kids Out is a great 

example but also when we 

helped Billericay School erect 

marquees at the start of the 

pandemic and assisted with 

marshalling at vaccination 

centres. Such events promote  

camaraderie and, as a 

consequence, are usually a lot of 

fun as well as serving a purpose.   

Earlier in the year, certain 

members expressed the view that 

we had become far too 

fundraising orientated. Others 

said that fundraising is the raison 

d’etre of Rotary. Both sides made 

good points so it is essential to 

have a balance between the two 

and hopefully we can maintain 

that in the coming year. 

I think it is fair to say that a 

significant cause of the many and 

differing views was Soap Box 

Derby and Music Fest. Clearly this 

cannot be repeated in the same 

manner as there are no 4 day 

weekends on the horizon and 

Easter is too early. What is 

important is that a large amount 

of hard work was put in over the 

Jubilee weekend by the 

collaboration of the three 

Billericay Rotary Clubs, plus Big 

Eventers, Round Table, Lions, 

Billericay Town Football Club and 

others. 

We have yet to see the final 

financial outcome, but Derek 

assures us we made money. Most 

important of all is that the people 

of Billericay enjoyed themselves 

so the benefit to the town cannot 

be underestimated.  

Knowing how much hard work 

goes into being a project manager, 

a very big thank you to Colin for 

his work in the last year and to 

Barbara for putting up with him. 

(Continued next page) 

 

Incoming 

President for 

2022-2023, Mark 

Chambers 
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 So where to for the coming year? 

Christmas Market planning has 

been underway for some time and 

our thanks to David Randall for his 

continuing hard work as event 

manager. Whether David plans to 

go again in 2023 remains to be 

seen so we need to look to the 

future position.  

As regards summer 2023, this will 

be for the club to decide but I am 

pleased to say that I am willing to 

continue as Summerfest Event 

Manager if the membership would 

like me to do it, and that is the 

event we choose to run.  

My thanks to John Parry for 

stepping into the role of 

fundraising Chair. One event I 

would mention is that we are 

hoping to revive the Dinner Dance. 

This has been run by Barry Howe 

in the past and we are hoping to 

use this event as the means to 

raise funds for Barry’s activities in 

Moldova. I would urge the club to 

give their maximum support for 

this event. 

I would also add that Jane and 

Gary are unable to host the Jazz 

BBQ in 2023 so we will need to 

find an alternative venue, possibly 

combining with Handover next 

year. An enormous thank you to 

Jane and Gary for hosting this 

event last weekend which made a 

staggering £2,600 with nearly 

£1,000 taken on the raffle which 

must be some kind of record.                                                  

A contributing factor to our 

success or otherwise at fundraising 

events is our use of the website 

and social media. This will be a top 

priority of our Admin. Team. 

under Barry Fagg, who will be 

looking into this in the coming 

months to improve what we do. 

Events around Christmas are an 

obvious target. The key issues will 

be cost and cost-effectiveness.  

A key marker for District is our 

membership target. I don’t 

propose to set one. That is not to 

say we will not seek to attract new 

members. But as the point has 

been made by outgoing 

membership officer, Alistair, one of 

the key objectives of setting up our 

daughter club Billericay Town was 

to provide a Rotary for younger 

people. Nevertheless, I am pleased 

to welcome Ifor Roberts as 

Alistair’s replacement. What is 

important is that we improve the 

club for ourselves as to do so will 

make our image more attractive to 

others.                                                 

The number of Big Eventers 

continues to grow but we need to 

have clear objectives as to how we 

use these volunteers. As I have 

stated in the past, if, during most 

of the day at Summerfest, the only 

jobs that need doing are collecting 

money or being a car park marshal, 

this is not an attractive 

proposition. However, with a 

bigger team available to help, our 

fundraising options are increased. 

Of late, we have been actively 

promoting Rotary in Billericay. SBD 

and MF were strongly supported 

by Lunchtime and Town clubs. But 

if we want their support going 

forward for our activities, be they 

fundraising or social, we need to 

reciprocate and strongly support 

what they do. To that end, 

Billericay Town are running a fete  

 

 

on September 11 and would like 

our help. They will be coming to 

see us in three weeks’ time to tell 

us more. So please put this in 

your diaries and try to spare an 

hour or two on the day or in the 

pre-event promotion.   

It will not be lost on you that we 

currently have no Junior Vice-

President. Note also that 

Secretary Ian has given notice 

that he wishes to stand down in 

2023 and Treasurer Derek will do 

likewise in 2024, both after 

several years in the job. These are 

issues that need to be addressed 

as well as succession planning in 

general.                                                   

As you can see, we have a lot 

planned. Now it’s down to us. 

When events are promoted, 

please try to support them. If 

David needs your help at BCM to 

hand out fliers at Waitrose and to 

act as a marshal in one of the 

zones, please find a way to help. 

It’s only two days a year. With five 

months’ notice it would be great 

if we could plan other personal 

events around it.                                    

In the questionnaire, nearly 70% 

of the club said they would 

support a quiz. So, when we run 

ours on Saturday, March 4, please 

make sure you put your name 

down. Stephanie suggested to me 

the motto for the year “Rotary for 

Rotarians”, which is a great way 

to sum up what we are trying to 

achieve. With your support we 

can do it. Ask not what Rotary can 

do for you but what you can do 

for and with Rotary. Thank you. 

Mark Chambers 
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Alistair Moulds 

- Service 

Projects 

Service Projects Team Members 

Alistair Moulds         Chair                  
Mervyn Rogers         Vice Chairman 
Edward Fortune       Foundation 
                                    Lead                                                                
Bert Cartwright        Community 
                                    Service Lead 
Mike Bourne             Vocational 
                                    Service lead                                          
Grahame Poel           KidsOut lead   
Ganesh Ganesan      International 
                                    Co-Lead                                                                
Rita Dasgupta            International 
                                     Co-Lead                                                       
Finlay McLeod                                                     
Sri Srivastava                                          
Alan Campbell                                             
Barry Howe                                                
Terry Gregson                                                             
John Malbon 
 

Committee Priorities for the Year 

Rotary charities e.g., KidsOut, 

ShelterBoxes, Foundation. 

Member-led charities                              

Men’s Sheds (Barry), Kool Carers 

(Colin), Abbeyfield (Yvonne, Finlay).                           

Long-term club supported charities: 

e.g. Child Rescue Nepal, Moldova, 

Barrow Farm, Ramsden Hall, BOSP, 

Mary’s Meals                                             

Service-in-kind projects:                                    

If funds are tight then greater 

emphasis on service- in-kind 

projects                                                        

e.g. benches;                                         

Joint fund raising/service projects 

with local charities - e.g. cooking/ 

lessons                                                   

 

booklets for Food Bank users;             

our member support for local 

charities’ own fundraising events 

e.g. Kool Carers annual ball. 

Cut our cloth according to our 

means 

Keep £2-3000 in reserve - spend 

everything above this amount.  

“Concertina” spending - only 

spend when funds allow, 

recognising we may need to delay 

spending to provide increased 

reserve for big events. 

First proposals for the year 

Kool Carers - £500 to help stage 

concert with Sinfonia Viva and 

Peaceful Place.                                      

Ramsden Hall - £500 maximum to 

be drawn down as necessary to 

pay for canoe lessons for 

interested children.                                                

Baby Basics – a Billericay-based 

charity, need £30 per baby for a 

new Moses basket mattress and 

change bag. They helped 60 

families last year. It was proposed 

to give £600 to pay the cost for 20 

families. This was approved by 

club.  We have already received a 

very nice “thank you” letter from 

the organisers.                                                             

The Billericay foodbank is raising 

money for new transit van. Target 

£20k, need £10k more. 

It had been proposed to give 

£1,000 to this project but they had 

already raised the money by the 

time of our meeting. We decided 

to give nothing for the moment 

but will consider supporting them 

if they have another project. 

 

Fundraising Team Members 

John Parry (Chair)                              

Mark Chambers                                      

Clive Roberts                                       

Derek Colby                                          

Keith Dewis                                        

Stewart Ellis                                         

Yvonne Kyndt                                        

Steve McEvoy                                        

Gary Moore                                            

Frank Pamplin                                     

David Randall                                       

Colin Saunders                                            

Bob Tyrrell                                               

Barry Woodward 

Well done Barry Fagg and his 

Team! 

FRC under Barry’s Chairmanship in 

2021/22 was instrumental in 

raising over £34K excluding 

Soapbox Derby and MusicFest!                                

This was achieved following a very 

challenging 2020/21 due to Covid 

and lockdown. The recovery was 

remarkable.                                     

Soapbox Derby and MusicFest, 

both events run principally by 

Mayflower, were successful in 

raising further funds of over £5k. 

Fundraising objectives for 

2022/23 

-Achieve growth in net funds if 

only to keep pace with inflation.   -

Consider economic conditions 

which are becoming unfavourable. 

(Continued next page) 

 

 

John Parry - 

Fundraising 
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Consider costs which will increase 

without careful planning and 

mitigation 

Keep a balance between fund 

raising and the broader aspects of 

Rotary one of which is to provide 

community events for Billericay. 

Explore new sources of fund 

raising. 

Build on the strength of the events 

in which we already have a healthy 

reputation.   

Big Events 

Billericay Christmas Market, 

Summerfest and Soap Box Derby 

have given a tremendous 

opportunity, with the community 

eager to have them back – there 

needs to be a commitment of the 

whole club, but with other support. 

Consider additional big events not 

necessarily for 2022/23. 

Continue to work and collaborate 

with other Clubs and groups as per 

the SBD this year where there was 

strength in depth, and especially 

with our “Big Eventers”. 

Continue to work closely with local 

businesses and develop our 

ongoing relationship with Basildon 

Borough Council. 

Fundraising Activities 

Mayflower Fun Casino                           

Classic Cars                                      

Entertainment – quiz, lottery, 

horseracing, dinner/dance, Music 

in the Garden: with the emphasis 

on inviting others.                                                             

Sports challenges – canoeing, bell-

boat endurance, Bikeathon 

grants/sponsorship                             

Christmas trees. 

Work hard, but let’s 

keep the fun in 

Fundraising!! 

Challenges 

More Fun!                                               

Work smarter not harder                 

Effective publicity to grow the club 

Varied venues and offerings 

More Fun – President’s Social Sub-

Committee                                          

Games and entertainment on club 

nights                                      

Effective publicity to grow the club                                                 

Stimulating venues  

Work smarter not harder - 

Effective Partnerships with 

Charities                                               

More Members involved sharing 

the activities                                      

Continue to grow ‘Big Eventers’   

One Rotary – Closer Working with 

other Clubs 

Effective Publicity - Intelligent use 

of club website as hub for Social 

Media                                                       

Links with other “relevant” 

channels                                                   

Early wins with participating 

charities in joint promotions 

Cascading information for 

promoting events 

Varied Venues and Offerings - 

Different places for Different 

Activities                                         

Intermittent speakers/activities 

Less formality                                           

Joint activities with Partner 

organisations                                     

Visitors encouraged! 

 

Barry Fagg – 

Club Admin. 

Club Admin Team Members 

Chair - Barry Fagg                              

Minutes Secretary/Directory - 

Peter Walker                   

Attendance - John Vaufrouard 

Membership - Ifor Roberts 

Welfare & Regalia - John Morris 

Website/IT - Richard Rackham/ 

Yvonne Kyndt                             

Newsletter - Yvonne Kyndt 

Speaker Finder - Nick Sillitoe 

Sports and Social - John Murray 

Publicity and PR  - Nick Sillitoe plus 

others                                 

Mayflower Friends- Derek Walter  

 

 

 

Erratum: Further to last month’s report, the CCVC/ Mayflower Rotary Drive-it-Day - April 24, 2022, raised a total 

of £3,198.00, which was split equally three ways between Essex & Herts Air Ambulance, Macmillan Cancer 

Support, and 24/7 Centre Algarve - £1,066.00 each. 
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Alan Campbell enjoying a 

drink – is that a very 

generous gin and tonic, 

Alan? 

Shirt twins – 

Steve McEvoy 

and Andy Hunter 

 

A visit to another club? – Barry Howe 

delivers a Chelmsford Rivermead pennant 

after his presentation at their club meeting 

General Assembly – the after party! 

A belated but well-deserved Paul 

Harris Sapphire award for Ops Team 

stalwart – Keith Dewis 

 

 

A small token of appreciation goes to 

President Colin Campbell for his 

massive commitment to SBD and 

MusicFest 

It was a very warm 

Mayflower welcome 

for our new Assistant 

Governor Taka 

Chigodora (a past 

President of Basildon 

Rotary), who gave a 

most encouraging 

and complimentary 

presentation to 

members at our GA 
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BSD 2022 

 

 

Well, it was a tall order – TWO 

major events in one weekend. But 

we were determined to do 

something special to celebrate the 

Queen’s seventy year reign. 

After months of planning, Bank 

Holiday Friday, June 3, saw the 

return of the much-loved Billericay 

Soapbox Derby, which of course 

hadn’t seen light of day since May 

2019, and then in the safe hands of 

Billericay Rotary. 

Despite a slightly reduced number 

of entries (not surprising given all 

the other celebratory events taking 

place), the day saw thousands of 

visitors who came to enjoy the fun 

and excitement of watching a whole 

variety of “soapboxes” risking it all 

to win one of the several prizes up 

for grabs.  From Spitfires to 

dinosaurs to bathtubs – they came 

in all shapes and sizes – some, 

return participants from 2019. 

All carts were able to “run” 

throughout the morning session, 

then everything stopped for lunch. 

But not quite! Visitors and 

participants could choose from a 

variety of food and drink stalls on 

the field at Sun Corner. 

Helen Arber’s Billericay Theatre 

troupe provided great 

entertainment in the forms of a 

Disney Parade and stage 

performances.                                         

After lunch, the “wacky races” 

resumed and continued until the 

judging – executed perfectly by our 

special guest judges, DG Keith and 

PDG Alan Clark.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was all over by 5.30 and 

after a huge effort from our 

ops team, Billericay, and 

Billericay Town Rotarians, 

Basildon Council, and our 

band of “Big Eventers”, the 

road was re-opened well 

before the target time of 

8.00pm.                                                                                  

But, that wasn’t the end of 

the story……….. (continued 

next page) 

 

Guest Judges – 

PDG Alan Clark 

and DG Keith 

Brownlie 

And a shout-out to 

Richard Rackham 

for the fantastic 

pictures 
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Just as we thought it was time to go home, 

the Ops team decided to get as much done 

for the MusicFest the next day as they 

could, so the long Friday became even 

longer as barriers were repositioned, 

haybales moved, and thus the field at Sun 

Corner was ready, all bar the shouting!  

And so it was that at 2.00pm on Saturday, 

June 4, Mayflower brought out the card 

readers and ticket scanners once again. 

We’d been holding our breath as regards 

the weather, but we were LUCKY!! The 

people came! The event opened with our 

old favourite, the Sid Bowlan Big Band 

whose renditions of fifties hits got us off to 

a “swinging” start! This was followed by 

music from the Milkmen, then some 

“metal and rock” from Gunrunner.  The 

evening was rounded off beautifully by an 

Abba tribute band – who had everyone up 

dancing and singing along to all their 

favourite hits! Job done! Colin Campbell 

 

 

Seven Decades of Music - MusicFest 
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Just a sample of the comments of 

appreciation gleaned from Facebook’s 

Billericay Discussion and the Impartial 

Billericay Discussion pages (and more 

pics) 

 

Both events were 

amazing, and very well 

organised. 

Thank you for all 

your hard work. 

It was great 

Looks 

fantastic! 

Great 

job    

Well done all 

those involved! 

Great day as always and 

appreciate the effort by all 

Involved. Thanks 

Excellent 

events thank 

you      

Well done to all involved. Great events 

and very well organised! 

It was fabulous 

and very much 

appreciated. Xxx 

 

 



11 
 
  

 
Music in the Garden - 2022 

It was with great pleasure that 

Music in the Garden took 

place this year after an 

absence of three years. 

Thanks to the kindness and 

generosity of Mayflower 

Rotarian Gary Moore and his 

lovely wife, Jane, members, 

and guests were able to enjoy 

the Sid Bowlan Big Band (that 

made such an impact at 

MusicFest).                                   

The barbecue was 

exceptionally good, as 

demonstrated by the number 

of “second helpings” – many 

thanks to chief cook and 

bottlewasher Jane, and her 

team of sous chefs. 

The weather was (almost) 

perfect, and in what must be a 

record, nearly £1,000 was 

raised from the raffle alone 

(well done, Jane Rogers and 

thank you, all).  

Overall, the incredible sum of 

£2,600 was raised, which will 

be split between the Multiple 

Sclerosis Society and 

Mayflower’s own charity fund. 

Many thanks, Jane and Gary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter and Jan Walker 

Stephanie and Mark Chambers 

 

Keith Dewis 

 

L to R: Jan Howe, Barry Howe, Maxine 

Dewis 

 

Edward Fortune and Mervyn Rogers 

 

Jan and Frank Pamplin 
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Angie and Simon Fagg – and right … sous chef Barry → 

 

 

Irene and Mike Bourne 
Edward and 

Tricia Fortune 

Barbara and 

Colin Campbell 

L to R: Barry Fagg, Angie Fagg, Steve 

Abbott 

Mein host – Gary Moore 

Alan and Liz Campbell 
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Just some of the Collyer family 

L to R: Liz, Katy, and Andy Hunter 

Left: Jan Howe 

with raffle-rouser 

extraordinaire – 

Jane Rogers   

Vicky Collyer and friends – playing pétanque! 

Billericay’s Patrick 

Rothon with Keith 

Keith, and Steve McEvoy 

 

Billericay’s Mike 

Ginn and wife, 

Sue 
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Handover 2022 – Barbecue evening 

Partners had been invited to Handover 

2022 at the Billericay Town Football club, 

and it was great to welcome Stephanie 

Chambers, Barbara Campbell, Tricia 

Fortune, Liz Hunter, Sylvia Owen, and 

Jeannette Watson, as well as a good 

number of members.                                         

They all joined in the applause for the 

change of “management” when Colin 

handed over the Chain of Office to Mark.                                                                   

Once again, the weather was kind to us, 

which helped in the enjoyment of this 

special event in the club calendar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard and Mervyn  

Alistair Moulds, 

Derek Collyer, 

Mervyn Rogers 

Tricia Fortune, 

Andy Hunter, 

Liz Hunter 

David Randall and Richard Clive Roberts 

Richard Rackham and Barry Fagg 

Mark Chambers 

and Nick 

Sillitoe 
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Great to see John Malbon back in the 

fold – seen here with Barry 

 

Clive and John 

Barry and Bob Tyrrell 

John Morris with 

Barbara Campbell and 

Clive and Stewart Ellis 

in the background 

L to R: Sylvia Owen, Liz, Jeannine Watson 

Alistair, Bert Cartwright and Mike Bourne 
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A smooth Handover from Outgoing President Colin 

Campbell to Incoming President Mark Chambers 

 

[G
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b 
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ur 
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Left: Jennifer Jones RI’s incoming 

President, along with the theme for 2022-

2023 – “Imagine Rotary” 

Edward Fortune 

Ifor Roberts 
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District Conference 2022 

 

 

The long-awaited District1240 

Conference took place recently at 

Potters Five Lakes Resort near 

Maldon. Planned originally as (now 

PDG) Keith Brownlie’s signing off in 

2020, the event had to be 

postponed. During that time, the 

Conference format underwent a 

transformation from a Scottish-

themed weekend to what Potters 

does best – wall-to-wall food and 

drink and brilliant entertainment. 

That’s not to say that the Scottish 

theme was entirely abandoned: as 

you’ll see from several of the photos, 

it was very much in evidence on the 

Friday night when the haggis was 

professionally piped in and Keith did 

the address to the haggis, finishing 

of traditionally by plunging the dirk 

into the hot, steamy puddin’. 

 

 

Accompanied by liberal quantities of 

whiskey, it was a splendid start to the 

Conference. 

The entertainment laid on was 

great – it was both lively and 

professional. 

Next day it was down to 

business. The morning session 

began with a talk by the Deputy 

Lieutenant of Essex, Bonnie Hill.  

 

 

Then Tony Quinn, an official representative of Rotary in Great Britain & 

Ireland – spoke very encouragingly. Next, was a presentation from a 

relatively young charity based in Southend, “Welcome to the UK” with 

Aline Clayson and Elsa Nathan. Since “Welcome to the UK” began in 

2014, they have helped more than 250 families from 16 different 

nationalities overcome challenges that newcomers face when they 

move to a new country - inspiring and heart-warming.                          

The first part of the morning session concluded with a fascinating talk 

by Andy Moore, head Zookeeper at Colchester Zoo, who gave a potted 

history of zoos up to the present day with the emphasis have shifted 

hugely, from animals in cages to conservation and natural habitats.                  

 

 

Deputy Lieutenant of Essex, 

Bonnie Hill 

 

Aline Clayson and Elsa Nathan 

 

Hamish and Effie McSillitoe 

Colchester Zookeeper 

Andy Moore 
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Cheers, Alistair 

Stephanie and Mark Chambers 

 

 

 

Coffee break was followed by a talk from Brentwood Rotarian 

Ian Kirby. His subject – the Environment and what Rotary can 

do to help. The morning concluded with a truly impressive talk 

by Dr Ash Vasireddy from the Essex & Herts Air Ambulance. Dr 

Ash was Zooming in as he’d just received a positive test for 

Covid. Clair Mitchell was our host.  Again, we were left 

impressed by the range of help that can be provided by the air 

ambulance and how it is constantly increasing the range of 

treatments it can provide. The talk concluded with the 

presentation of a cheque from Keith to Clair. 

 

 

Stephanie and Yvonne 

A blast from the past: ex-

Mayflower, Founder Member 

Peter Daley 

Sunday morning’s programme was just as interesting, with 

talks from: Challenging MND – a charity inspired by Alex 

Gibson who was diagnosed in 2018, which was set up with the 

mission to provide financial support and assistance to those  

 

Hamish and Yvonne McKyndt 

 

Saturday afternoon was free for delegates to enjoy the facilities 

on site or visit the Tiptree jam factory nearby. 

Everyone reconvened for the evening meal followed by a “Music 

from the Movies” show – delivered once again by some very 

professional singers and dancers. 

 

living with motor neurone disease, to 

complete any lasting memorable challenges 

or experiences.                                             

Rotarian Cheryl Law, who spoke passionately 

about Foundation; Peter Harland spoke 

about Citizens Advice. the Talks were 

brought to a close with an enormously 

entertaining presentation by Richard Griffin, 

“The Life of a former Royal Protection 

Officer”. 

DG Keith 

presenting the 

cheque to 

Clair Mitchell, 

accompanied 

by Essex & 

Herts Air 

Ambulance 

champion, 

PDG Lesley 

Sulley 
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Close of Conference comprised District Handover, prize-giving, and a 

highlight for Keith, the signing of the Armed Forces Covenant with 

Colchester Garrison Commander Lt Colonel E. L. Rankin AGC (ETS). 

Then it was with a great sense of fun that after two years in the role 

outgoing DG Keith “passed the baton” to DG Elect Jed Brooks. And thus DC 

2022 ended. 

Mayflower looks forward to working with Jed over the next year, and 

already looking forward to his District Conference on April 15, 2023. 

Richard Griffin, former Royal Protection 

Officer, who had been looking after different 

members of the royal family for 30 years 

 

2022-2023 DG Jed Brooks and his wife Linda 

Wendover and District 

Rotarian and Foundation 

rep., PDG Cheryl Law with 

DG Keith Brownlie 

 

 

Colchester Garrison 

Commander Lt 

Colonel E. L. Rankin 

AGC (ETS) with DG 

Keith Brownlie 

 

And let’s not forget the Rotary Showcase, where there were 

stands promoting a variety of Rotary-supported charities: 

Mary’s Meals (seen left with Brentwood Breakfast Rotarian 

and Mary’s Meals Champion Gloria Nichols), Global Sight 

Solutions etc. 



20 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Jeannine Watson: 

After a break of four years, a small group of seven from 

Billericay Twinning Association (BTA) went to Chauvigny, near 

Poitiers in France.                                                                                     

Billericay has been officially twinned with Chauvigny for 18 

years, and on Sunday, May 8, following the ceremony held each 

year to commemorate the end of the war in Europe, Gérard 

Herbert, Mayor of Chauvigny and myself, representing BTA, 

unveiled a plaque renaming one of the small streets in the 

centre of the town “Allée de Billericay”. 

During the four days there, our group stayed with families – 

many have known each other since the first visit in 2004 – and 

were very well entertained, visiting many local places of 

interest.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Allée de Billericay’ in Chauvigny, France 

 

 

We were also treated to the best of French cuisine, including local dishes, and of course, to a variety of 

exceptionally good wine. 

BTA is now looking forward to reciprocating and plans to welcome a group from Chauvigny in 2023.                                    

For more information about the association, please contact Janet: janetcosgrove7@gmail.com  

 

 Snippets 

L to R: Alan Peaford, Bob Tyrrell, Barry Fagg, Raj 

Mohile 

Mayflower win the first round of 

tennis against Grays! 

 

John Murray continues to restock the 

birdfeeders at Abbeyfield Archer House. It’s 

much appreciated by residents. But he’s 

somewhat distracted here by Barry Howe 

Jeannine, third from left 

mailto:janetcosgrove7@gmail.com
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Club diary – 2022 - 2023  

Date Activity Speakers and venue Contact 

Jul-06 

Wimbledon theme 

quiz BFC Mark Chambers 

Jul-13 Mill Meadows Fayre  

Gytha 

Washington/Ian 

Woolley gytha@jgwashington.co.uk 

Jul-20 Travels in Peru  Anita Sackett miknitahow@blueyonder.co.uk 

Jul-27 Business meeting BFC Mark Chambers 

        

Aug-03 Trinity House Karl Lumbers  

karl.lumbers@gmail.com   

07717516017 

Aug-10 Room 101 BFC Yvonne Kyndt 

Aug-17 Would I Lie to You? BFC Nick Sillitoe 

Aug-24 Business meeting BFC Mark Chambers 

Aug-31 

Partners’ evening                     

“Cream teas” Jane Malyon 

janemalyon@aol.com                     

01279 876661 

        

Sep-07 

Mary's Meals 

(rearranged) Speaker tbc   

Sep-14 Army Life  John (Rambo)? 07824 533433 

Sep-21 St Luke's Hospice TBC 07738 273749 

Sep-28 Business meeting BFC Mark Chambers 

        

Oct-05       

Oct-12       

Oct-19       

Oct-26 Business meeting BFC Mark Chambers 

        

Nov-

02       

Nov-

09       

Nov-

16 Partners’ evening TBC   

Nov-

23 

Special General 

Meeting TBC Mark Chambers 

Nov-

30 BCM briefing TBC David Randall 

       

Dec-04 

Billericay Christmas 

Market   

Dec-07      

Dec-14 BCM debrief   David Randall 

Dec-21 Xmas party?    

Dec-28 No meeting    
 

mailto:gytha@jgwashington.co.uk
mailto:miknitahow@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:karl.lumbers@gmail.com%20%20%2007717516017
mailto:karl.lumbers@gmail.com%20%20%2007717516017
mailto:janemalyon@aol.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2001279%20876661
mailto:janemalyon@aol.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%2001279%20876661
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Comedy corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The inventor 

of autocorrect 

has died. 

His funnel is 

tomato. 

 

 

 

I’m creating 

an app to find 

qualified 

electricians 

in your area. 

It’s called 

wattsapp. 


