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Email: yvonne@kyndt.net     

Website: mayflowerrotary.org                                     
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts  

 

 

Above: a very surprised, but highly delighted John Morris receiving 

his well-deserved Paul Harris Fellowship award. 

Inside this month: AGM reports, KidsOut, Hamelin Trust, Child 

Rescue Nepal, Snippets, and Comedy Corner!                          

 

http://www.mayflowerrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts
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A busy weekend ahead – best of luck 

everyone!! 

Our month began quite auspiciously, “May the fourth be with 

you”. Star Wars Day, of course: it was an evening very much 

appreciated by members and the suggestion has been that we 

have more, plain “fellowship evenings”. We’ll work on that 

one! 

A little bit about Men’s Shed that we 

have recently been closely associated 

with. Following the official opening on 

April 22, this new community facility 

has been increasing in popularity week-

by-week.  

Looking beyond the weekend!!, I’d like to 

remind members who are thirsty for 

social and fellowship activities (and who 

isn’t??), that Gary and Jane Moore have 

yet again kindly opened their home and 

garden for another “Jazz in the Garden” 

event. It’s not too late to get your tickets, 

just let Barry Fagg know and send your 

money via Treasurer Derek.                                 

We were very pleased to meet Hamelin 

Trust’s new Director of Income 

Generation, Andy Archer, who gave 

what everyone thought was an excellent 

presentation on this very valuable and 

inspiring support network for disabled 

people. 

I’d now like to take this opportunity to 

thank members personally for their 

support during the run-up to our two 

big events happening shortly. Both have 

taken an extraordinary amount of 

planning and work, but we now look 

forward to two, successful, community 

(and hopefully) fundraising occasions. 

See you there! 

Regards, Colin. 

 
Our newest recruit – please welcome, Clive Roberts 

  

It was with enormous pleasure that I 

inducted our new member, Clive 

Roberts, at our AGM.                                                                             

Clive has been attending club for 

several weeks now, and I’m delighted 

to say that we passed the test!! Clive 

looks forward to becoming an active 

member of the club – starting with 

Soapbox Derby!! 

More about Clive next month! 
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Andy Hunter - Service 

Projects report 2022 

Kids Fund - £8,750 

Kool Carers £2,050                        

Thriftwood School £1,700 (KidsOut)                                                      

Barrow Farm £1,000                        

Ramsden Hall £1,000                                

Lennox Children’s Cancer Care 

£1,000                                                    

BOSP £1,000                                          

Hamelin House £500                              

Afghan Refugee Children £500,  

with special thanks to Bert 

Cartwright, Grahame Poel, Barry 

Howe, Alistair Moulds. 

General Fund - £9,347 

Citizens Advice Outreach £5,000              

Basildon Hospital Radio £1,000     

Mind £1,440                                       

First Responders £930                             

Air Ambulance £500                        

Gateway Radio £250                           

Men’s Sheds £137                                 

Friends of Lake Meadows £90                

with special thanks to Edward 

Fortune, Ian Miller, Barry Fagg, 

Mervyn Rogers, Yvonne Kyndt. 

Support for the Elderly - £1,920 

Age UK Essex £600                                  

Forget Me Not Café £820                        

Archer House Bird Feeders £500 

with special thanks to Edward 

Fortune, Mervyn Rogers, Bert 

Cartwright, John Murray. 

International - £5,750               

ShelterBox £1,500                                                                                                    

Médecins sans Frontières £1,000                                                                                     

Kezo Kids £1,000                                               Child Rescue Nepal £750                          

Aqua Box £500                                                    Mary’s Meals £500                      

Toybox £500, with special thanks to Alan Campbell, Alistair Moulds, 

Edward Fortune. 

Moldova £16,050 

Ukraine refugee aid £7,700                                 School toilets £6,500                                   

Trailer £1,500                                                        Christmas expedition £350 

with special thanks to Barry Howe. 

Dedicated Funds - £1,200 

Schools Ministry Billericay £700                     Laurie Hutchison £500                  

with special thanks to Queen’s Park Coop and Yvonne Kyndt. 

Rotary Foundation - £3,330 

US$100 for each member, with special thanks to EVERYONE! 

Speakers - £650 

Build Aid £200                                                  Kids Inspire £150                                 

Norsey Woods Society £150                          Farleigh Hospice £150                                

with special thanks to Nick Sillitoe. 

Service in Kind 

Abbeyfield Archer House                                                                                                       

Ramsden Hall                                                                                                               

Men’s Sheds, with special thanks to Mike Bourne, Bert Cartwright, Colin 

Campbell, Barry Howe                                                                                          

Andy Hunter 

Grand Total - £46,997 
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Barry Fagg - 

Fundraising  

Fund Raising Committee Report 

2022 

The Rotary year 2021/22 will go 

down in Mayflower Club history as 

an exceptional year of uncertainty, 

despite the opening up of the 

economy thanks to the pandemic 

waning in the second half.                       

The Club’s activities were hesitant 

and reduced, reflecting the 

ongoing concerns of members, and 

the general situation. The “New 

Normal” for the club’s Fundraising 

Committee (FRC) required 

reviewing the aborted activities as 

well as considering new ones, 

while considering what members 

wanted, and their capacity to 

engage. The challenge has been to 

reinvigorate the club’s fundraising 

agenda, taking account of the need 

to prioritise friendship and 

fellowship in a balanced approach. 

The Big Issue 

In 2020, club was about to take on, 

for the first time, responsibility for 

Billericay Soapbox Derby. 

Therefore, this and Billericay 

Christmas Market, together with 

Summerfest, had become the main 

focus of planning and discussion. 

However, the Covid shutdown 

required the postponement of 

these three fundraising events.             

In 2021, it was tremendously 

encouraging that we achieved a 

very successful Christmas Market, 

it being the first time many people 

had attended an event, certainly a 

local event, since 2019. Event 

Manager David Randell and his 

team continued planning for it 

despite the uncertainty as to 

whether it would be held, and I 

congratulate them for it. Their 

diligent work attracted record 

stall-holder interest, partner 

charity support, and member 

involvement, and there was a 

good crowd on a fine day. For the 

first time, a significant number of 

Big Eventers turned up to support 

the club which demonstrated the 

benefit of the work put in by 

Alistair Moulds and others in 

establishing this volunteer team. 

Feedback suggested the event was 

very much enjoyed by stall holders 

and the public alike and, despite 

some last-minute changes, the 

Market resulted in a very pleasing 

charitable surplus. 

Christmas Market raised £40,311 

gross before costs of £15,891 

making a net of £24,420. 

Donations to supporting charities 

were £5,050, leaving a residual of 

£19,370 for Mayflower Rotary 

accounts.                                               

Mayflower had already adopted 

the Soapbox Derby event from our 

parent Club. However, following 

its postponement in 2020 and 

2021, Colin Campbell, with his 

development team, had been 

planning for the event in June 

2022. As this was to be happening 

over the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Weekend, it led to the possibility 

of a bolt-on music festival 

(MusicFest). This unique 

opportunity had its advantages, 

but also its risks, the former being 

the long weekend and the facility 

to use much of the SBD fencing and 

screens, while the latter relate to 

the success in attracting sufficient 

attendees in an already crowded 

holiday period, particularly if it 

rained! The financial risk of 

advanced payment for event 

infrastructure against the potential 

income from ticket sales was 

considered and discussed at FRC 

meetings and at club. Based on 

previous SBD events, it was decided 

to reduce the on-going risk of 

advanced payments against costs 

by staying further payment of 

donations until afterward the 

events.  

The two events were vigorously 

debated, and it was generally 

agreed that we had to take account 

of members availability and energy 

to undertake them both, balanced 

against the impact of Covid and the 

desire to consider other social 

activities. The demands on 

members and partner charities of 

holding two events at the 

beginning of June and then 

SummerFest a few weeks later, led 

to further debate. It became 

obvious that we couldn’t do it all.        

A decision was made to cancel 

SummerFest 2022. However, it was 

subsequently generally agreed that 

SummerFest was an established 

Billericay community event that 

attracted a respectable crowd, and 

that it should be held in future 

years. Therefore, it was agreed, 

after much discussion, that in 

future, the two main events, 

Billericay Christmas Market and 

Soapbox Derby, would be the 

anchor activities, with SummerFest 

added on. (Continued next page) 
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and the challenges of making them 

work were deemed to be too 

problematic and so they were 

abandoned for the time being. 

However, the use of Crowdfunding 

has now been firmly established as 

an important technique for 

improving event donations and 

should be regularly employed.  

Vegas Night                                           

Conceived by Event Manager 

Richard Leahy, this was proposed to 

be held at the Billericay Theatre in 

February. This would have involved 

dinner, accompanied by actors 

entertaining diners, followed by 

charitable gambling led by Steve 

McEvoy and Stewart Ellis. However, 

it too had to be abandoned because 

of the pandemic restrictions but 

remains an attractive formula for a 

future social event. 

SummerFest 21                                         

After the cancellation of the 2020 

event, the lifting of restrictions 

enabled Event Manager Mark 

Chambers, with the support of 

Billericay Town, to once again run 

our popular family event in August. 

Even the rain held off, and we were 

heartened to witness a large turn-

out. Our music stage kept people 

entertained from 11am until 6pm. 

We had around 60 stalls 

representing local charities, local 

traders, and crafts, plus many food 

and drink outlets. The youngsters 

were kept well entertained with 

donkey rides, bungee trampolining, 

Punch and Judy shows, and an owl 

display, all of which had long 

queues throughout the afternoon. 

We were also treated to a karate  

 

There was debate in Club about 

the balance of fellowship and 

social activities with that of 

fundraising. It became clear that 

there were strong feelings 

regarding the re-establishment 

and prioritisation of fellowship 

activities. While virtual activities 

using Zoom had worked well and 

maintained a certain level of 

interaction and cohesion 

between members during 

lockdown, the challenge now was 

to reinvigorate the Club using a 

mix of activities that would 

encourage members to re-

engage. After all, the very 

essence of the Rotary uses 

fellowship to achieve community 

benefit. The President-elect 

agreed to set up a group to 

consider this further. There has 

been some consultation, 

including a formal questionnaire, 

which will be reported on shortly.  

What Else Did We Do? 

At the start of the Rotary year, a 

range of other fundraising 

activities was considered, their 

selection depending on 

restrictions in place as a result of 

the pandemic. The FRC team 

considered the option of using 

Zoom meetings for fundraising 

based on the success of the End 

Polio Now – Potpourri.                          

Online auctions and raffles, which 

are very successful elsewhere in 

Britain and North America, were 

options considered, as were live 

streaming of Bikethon and other 

competitive activities. However, 

the process of setting these up  

display by BMAKG Essex Karate 

club. This was back to family fun 

as we knew it!                                    

Overall, SummerFest was a great 

success, and we were pleased to 

provide the people of Billericay a 

chance to get out and enjoy the 

day. The bottom line is that their 

generosity contributed over 

£4,185 to our funds, which 

benefit many local charities.    

The Mayflower Fun Casino           

To be led by Steve McEnvoy, this 

was advertised in the Newsletter 

and the District Bulletin, and 

some enquires were received, but 

unfortunately no firm interest 

materialised. We must try harder 

in publicising this!                                  

Quiz                                                               

Mark Chambers, our very own 

Quiz Meister and supported by 

Ian Miller and Richard Rackham 

was to hold his regular Club Quiz 

Night at Stock Village Hall in 

February. Unfortunately, this had 

to be cancelled, but an additional 

quiz was subsequently arranged 

with Billericay Lawn Tennis Club. 

This was an enjoyable event, with 

surplus funds going to nominated 

charities.  

The Classic Cars Drive-it-Day               
This was organised by Honorary 
former member Colin Breathwick 
last September, with a 
marshalling team consisting of the 
President Colin Campbell, John 
Parry, Steve McEvoy, former 
President Carl Johnson, Stewart 
Ellis, and Barry Fagg. It was a 
wonderful day and raised about 
£10,500 for the Headway Essex 
coffers.  A proper job!  
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Christmas Tree Collection                        

Mark Chambers ran this very 

successfully for a second year, in 

conjunction with St Luke’s Hospice. 

The improved publicity and repeat 

collections helped increase the 

contributions made directly to our 

fund from £500 in 2019 to £2,500 in 

2022, 50% of which went directly to 

St Luke’s. Mark has been 

researching ways to improve this 

further so watch this space! Steve 

McEvoy and I were part of the 

team.  

On March 23, Barry Howe headed 

off to Moldova as part of a TEECH 

aid convoy, the result of a 

phenomenal response to various 

charitable appeals, including that of 

our own club, to deliver help for 

Ukraine refugees. We raised 

thousands of pounds very quickly 

for this, in a collection initiated by 

Derek Collyer and Alistair Moulds 

and raised about £9,000. My thanks 

to Barry and the team, everything 

was delivered as required.  

Barry Howe is proposing to hold 

another boating event later this 

year as was held previously on the 

River Chelmer, but this time 

possibly using a larger eight-seat 

catamaran depending on the 

practicalities. This is now being 

investigated.                                            

Bonus Ball and club donations are 

important member contributions. 

John Murray, very helpfully, has 

been organising a virtual Bonus 

Ball, for which I thank him. There 

has been discussion to move to a 

collection at the evening meetings, 

but this can only happen when the 

majority of members return to 

meetings.  

 

 

 

2021/22 Charity Surplus  

We have considered the principal 

activities over the year in terms of 

the costs and income to obtain the 

resulting charitable surplus. This is 

not straight forward as all income 

flows might be subject to different 

time scales and of course tax 

advantages such as Gift Aid. It’s 

further complicated by 

participating charities benefiting 

as they obtain donations at the 

event and are paid for selective 

services, all of which may not be 

accounted for here. All this 

assessment is seeking to do is to 

provide a rough performance 

guide to the club’s charitable 

giving.  

 

Box Derby had been included.              

Let’s hope the latter event delivers! 

FRC under Colin Breathwick’s 

Chairmanship rose to the task in 

2020/21 raising £15K as a charitable 

surplus despite the pandemic 

impact.                                                 

Publicity                                                     

I must thank Yvonne Kyndt our 

Newsletter editor and Publicity 

Officer, supported by Nick Sillitoe on 

radio duty for the very effective 

work carried out in publicising the 

events on all channels. This has 

involved a large amount of script 

production and story generation 

before broadcasting, to 

communicate as effectively as 

possible, given the competition for 

attention.  

2021-2022 Charitable Surplus  

Activity  Costs £ Income £ Charitable 

Surplus  

Billericay 

Christmas 

Market  

£15,891 £40,311 £24,420 

SummerFest    £4,185 

Drive It Day    £3,075 

Christmas Tree 

Collection  

  £2,500 

Round Total    £34,180 

 

 
Our main activities raised £34,180 

during the year despite the 

challenges and excluding other 

project-specific donations. This is 

in excess of what Service Projects 

Committee budgeted for at the 

beginning of the year: £32,000. 

However, I suggested at the outset 

that we might raise £50-75,000 if it 

was a near normal year and Soap  

The Billericay Discussion Facebook 

page is so important to us, as are 

other channels targeting younger 

people and if any members could 

help, please contact Yvonne. 

(Continued next page) 
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 “New Normal” – With Stronger 

Partnerships 

The demographics of the Club, 

impacted considerably by Covid, 

has required different ways of 

working and involving Club 

Members, as discussed above. The 

success of the Big Eventers 

initiative can probably be 

developed further combined with 

other techniques to better use, 

both internal and external 

resources. A key contribution to 

our activities has always come 

from our charitable partners, on a 

mutual basis. Our Partners 

charities, including Round Table, 

41 Club, Lions, Lunch Time Club 

and Town Club continue to play a 

central part in our events, 

together with our benefiting 

charities. Going forward, it would 

be sensible to engage these  

partners more in the planning and 

implementation of events, as well 

as on the day, on a genuinely 

shared basis. This would improve 

resource planning while better 

meeting members’ needs. This 

would also provide a better basis 

for a more equitable sharing of 

responsibility with less pressure on 

the club, together with shared 

charitable benefits.   

              FRC Team 

We have recommenced meeting at 

the Cricket Club this year thanks to 

David Randell acting as Steward. It 

has been a challenging year and I 

would like to thank Steve McEvoy; 

David Randall; Mark Chambers; 

Colin Saunders (via Zoom); Frank 

Pamplin; Colin Campbell (Ex Officio) 

and Richard Leahy (Ex Officio) for 

their regular support at meetings. 

It’s sad that the average 

participation in FRC meetings was 

as low as five members, for no 

apparent reason. This is something 

we need to address in planning for 

future meetings. 

Barry Fagg (Chair)                                  

Mark Chambers                                    

Derek Colby                                             

Rita Dasgupta                                            

Keith Dewis                                            

Stewart Ellis                                          

Yvonne Kyndt                                           

Steve McEvoy                                 

Gary Moore                                         

Frank Pamplin                                         

David Randell                                              

Ifor Roberts                                               

Colin Saunders                                           

Bob Tyrrell                                              

Barry Woodward 

Barry Fagg 

 

 

Mark 

Chambers – 

Club Admin 

 
Club Administration committee 

report 2021/2 

Attendance 

Having only resumed face-to-face 

meetings at the start of the Rotary 

year, inevitably attendance has not 

always been consistent. Concern 

for Covid safety has, for some, 

remained an issue. Some others 

have reacted unfavourably to the 

change of venue or been affected 

by the change of meeting night. 

The number of Leaves of Absence 

has consequently been high. 

As we approach the new Rotary 

year, it is hoped that more regular 

attendance patterns will return.  

Therefore, the pre-pandemic 

attendance statistics are of little 

relevance at the moment.  

Thanks to John Vaufrouard and 

Grahame Poel for their 

administration of the Apologies 

system and reporting numbers to 

the venue.  

Membership 

Recruitment opportunities have 

been hamstrung by Covid although 

the current age profile and male to 

female ratio has not helped. 

Billericay Town may be an option 

for younger potential recruits.  

Notably, we lost Colin Breathwick 

who retired from Rotary, but 

continues to play a significant role 

in events. The passing of Peter 

Owen is a great loss to the Club.  

We were delighted to induct Clive 

Roberts at the AGM, which brings 

our number to 42.  

We continue to recruit Big 

Eventers who presently number 

36.  

My thanks to Alistair Moulds for 

serving as membership officer for a 

number of years. Ifor Roberts will 

take over in 2022/3.                    

(Continued next page) 
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 Meetings/programme                             

Having lost our pre-pandemic 

venue at the Burstead Golf Club, 

Colin Campbell explored many 

alternatives and based on our 

present weekly meetings, our 

attendance numbers, and keeping 

the cost within certain limits, the 

only viable option at the time was 

Billericay Town Football Club.  

Opinions on our present location 

vary, with a third of the club happy 

with where we are, a third wanting 

to move, and a third OK with 

where we are but still would like to 

explore other possibilities.                               

We have nevertheless been well 

looked after by Tracey and her 

team at BTFC, and we have worked 

with them to make improvements 

to the offering.  

The majority of meetings have 

been face-to-face although we 

have returned to Zoom on various 

occasions, including when BTFC 

has not been available.  

We have enjoyed a varied and 

(mostly) interesting programme 

throughout the year. Thanks to 

Nick Sillitoe for his sterling efforts 

and patience. 

Questionnaire                                                     

At the start of 2022, a group of 

members sent letters to 

me/Council expressing views 

about the balance between social 

and fundraising events, the venue 

and, post pandemic, the need to 

restore the social programme of 

the club. Admin. Committee 

member Alistair Moulds proposed  

a questionnaire to elicit the views 

across all members on the second 

and third of these issues. The first 

will be addressed shortly.  

At the time of this report, most 

members had responded. The 

outcomes were shared at the AGM 

in a PowerPoint presentation.  

It is clear that two thirds of the 

club wish us to look at alternative 

venues. The responses to the 

questionnaire will assist in setting 

the ongoing parameters of cost, 

day of the week, etc. This 

recognises that we are now 12 

months on from the move to BTFC 

and new options may be available. 

We will need to have a group of 

members who will conduct this 

review.                                                 

Publicity/PR                                     

My thanks to Yvonne and Nick for 

their efforts in promoting the club 

and its events through various 

media.  

Sports and social                                 

Resumption of social activities has 

been significantly affected by 

Covid so very little has happened 

this year. However, I am pleased 

to report we are entered for the 

2022 Hugh Markham trophy. And 

a small group went to Colchester 

Forum Rotary in an attempt to 

revive Scatter.                                              

The Christmas party and Charter 

Night were both held at Ivy Hill 

and both were considered as very 

successful evenings.                                       

The questionnaire has identified a 

number of social ideas and also a 

 

number of members willing to help 

organise social activities in the 

coming year. My thanks to a very 

frustrated John Murray.  

Newsletter                                               

Ongoing thanks to Yvonne, 

especially as she is also editor of 

the District Bulletin.  

Regalia/Welfare                             

Thanks to John Morris for ensuring 

all required regalia are ordered, for 

keeping the club shop, and for 

keeping tabs on the wellbeing of 

the members. 

Website/IT 

My thanks to Yvonne and Richard 

Rackham.                                                   

Recent comments made have 

suggested that we should 

reconstruct the website based on 

the RIBI model. Before this is 

implemented, we will need to 

consider the relative benefits of 

each, the time it will take to do it 

and the costs involved.  

Mayflower Friends                                        

My thanks to Derek Walter for 

maintaining contact with the 

friends of Mayflower Rotary.  

Club directory                                    

It was decided to abandon the 

2021/2 Directory production due 

to unavoidable delays in its 

preparation. My thanks to Peter 

Walker for agreeing to take on the 

production of the 2022/3 edition. 

Finally, thanks again to Peter 

Walker for keeping the minutes 

and to all the Admin Team for 

putting up with me this year!  

Mark Chambers 



9 | P a g e  
 

  

 

May the 4th be with you 

Speaker Finder Nick Sillitoe decided to 

take complete advantage of the fact that 

one of our Wednesday meetings fell on 

May 4th. So what? Well, this date has 

become known officially as “Star Wars 

Day”.  

Nick had appealed to members to perhaps 

“dress up” for the occasion. Sadly, only 

two of our members were prepared to 

make idiots of themselves!! Yvonne and 

Nick!!                                                                          

Nick had also prepared a great Star 

Wars/Sci-Fi quiz to keep us busy. Judging 

by the feedback from some members, this 

was a type of evening to be replicated!  

Stormtrooper Nick 

and Anniekyndt 

Skywalker 

 
A new look Hamelin Trust 

Andy Archer of the new-styled 

Hamelin Trust was warmly 

welcomed to club. Andy began his 

talk with a little of the history 

behind Hamelin House.  

The house was founded forty years 

ago by two families that were 

raising children with learning 

disabilities. They wanted to provide 

life-enriching support that was not 

readily available, affordable, or 

easy to access, not just for 

themselves, but for families like 

them. 

So, it began as a children’s charity, 

but as they grew so did the trust. 

The demand and funding for 

services has changed and Hamelin 

has adapted accordingly. 

The present 

There is now a purpose-built 

bungalow in Wickford – a “forever” 

home for five adults with profound 

learning difficulties and physical  

 

 

strengthen physical and mental 

well-being that can be accessed by 

people from far and wide. 

There is also a holiday home that 

can provide much appreciated 

respite care, where support is 

provided for all the family. 

There are at least 5,500 people in 

Essex who could benefit from the 

type of support offered by the 

Hamelin Trust. Supporting family 

and carers is vital for the well-being 

of the disabled person. Seven out 

of ten families caring for a disabled 

person feel “at breaking point”. So, 

the plan is to open up the services 

to more people; help families 

adapt to the changing world 

around them; help disabled people 

become more visible in the 

community.                                   

Mayflower is proud to support this 

much valued service to the 

disabled community. 

disabilities. The home provides 

compassionate and dignified 24-

hour care. 

Services provided depend very 

much on the outcomes clients wish 

to achieve and the activities that 

they want to access.                    

These include wanting to meet up 

with friends, trying new hobbies, 

accessing the local community. 

Clients also learn new skills for 

living independently, finding work, 

and living healthily.                                 

There is now a specifically adapted 

hydrotherapy pool, designed to  

President Colin with Andy Archer 
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KidsOut Mark 1 

 
 

 

 

Organiser Graham Poel, wife Val,and Alistair Moulds were 

delighted to accompany the youngsters from Thriftwood 

School on this year’s KidsOut visit to Call of the Wild in South 

Woodham Ferrers. The children had a wonderful time. 

Members now look forward to KidsOut Mark 2 on June 8, 

when a group of older children from Thriftwood School will 

enjoy a day out in Southend, visiting Sealife Adventure - 

Zooquarium and Adventure Island. 

 

Graham Poel and Alistair Moulds 

supervising loading the bus. 

 

 

CANDY FLOSS RESCUE UPDATE                                          

from Jo Bega, Chief Executive  

You may remember our recent rescue of seven boys 

who had been forced to sell candy floss on the streets 

of Kathmandu. They’d all been sleeping on the floor of a 

rented room and hadn’t washed or changed their 

clothes in many months. You may also remember that 

they were so hungry we had to cook them two dinners. 

The great news is that they have all been reunited with 

their families! 

The rescue was instigated by the National Child Rights 

Council (NCRC) and we were asked to provide a safe 

place for the boys immediately after rescue. Soon after 

the rescue, we managed to make contact with the boys’ 

families – many of whom knew each other and came 

from the same area. After detailed discussions, strong 

warnings, and the appropriate paperwork, all the boys 

were reunited with their families. All have promised to 

return the boys to school and to keep them safe. 

It's fair to say that our normal protocol would be to visit 

the families first and take a bit more time before 

reunification. But the parents of the boys were very 

keen to see their children again and came to the NCRC 

offices in Kathmandu with letters from their respective 

ward offices.                                                                            

 

 

 

The letters instructed us to hand the children over to 

their parents and stated that the ward office would be 

responsible if the children were found working again. 

NCRC asked us to bring the children to the labour 

department and fulfil the reintegration process by 

following all the guidelines. Having said this, we have 

decided to take responsibility for follow-up and, this 

week, at our own cost, we have been visiting the 

families one by one. Some of the families are very 

poor, so we will be offering financial support to 

ensure the boys keep attending school and stay safe. 

Once involved in a rescue, we stay committed to that 

child and will continue monitoring and supporting as 

long as is needed – and these cases are no exception. 

Thanks to our robust systems, no child that we have 

returned to their family has ever been re-trafficked, to 

our knowledge. Thank you for your donations, that 

allow us to offer this vital follow up service.      
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Snippets 

  

Two Mr McEvoys for the 

price of one!!                        

Looking GOOD Mr M!! 

 

Club was pleased to welcome back after a gap of 

THREE years, and all the way from New Port 

Richey, Florida, David Shepherd, good friend of 

Derek and Yvonne Colby (David is seen here with 

Alistair Moulds). 

 

“What’s going on here then”??                               

John Morris not quite believing his 

ears!! Many congratulations, John – 

a well-deserved Paul Harris! 

 

A lovely ensemble of Mayflower Ladies, 

with a sprinkling of Town members, plus 

some good friends, on their guided tour of 

Warley Park. After lunch, there was a visit 

to the splendid St Mary the Virgin Church, 

Great Warley. We had a great time! 
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Jun-01 Soapbox Derby/Music briefing   
Jun-08 Soapbox Derby/Music debrief   
Jun-15 John (Rambo)  Army Life 
Jun- 19 Jazz in the Garden (it’s not too late to get tickets!!) 

Jun-22 Club Assembly   
Jun-29 President Handover   

                                          New Rotary Year   
Jul-06 Wimbledon theme  Nick Sillitoe 

Jul-13 
Gytha Washington/Ian 
Woolley 

 
Mill Meadows Fayre 

Jul-20 Anita Sackett  Travels in Peru 

Jul-27 Business meeting   
       

Aug-03 Karl Lumbers  Trinity House 

Aug-10  tbc    
Aug-17  tbc    

Aug-24 Business meeting    
Aug-31 Partners’ evening  Jane Malyon- Cream teas 

 

Mayflower Programme 

Someone asked me what the 9th letter of the 

alphabet was.                                                         

It was a complete guess, but I was right! 

 
 

 

Comedy corner 

So, I went to this Eskimo restaurant, and I asked to see the menu. The waiter said, 

“We don’t have many options, so I’ll just call them out to you”. “We have whale meat 

steaks, whale meat curry, we have whale meat stir fry, and of course we have the 

Vera Lynn”.                                                                                                                             

I said, “What’s the Vera Lynn?” He said, “Whale meat again”. 

The price of petrol is so high at the 

moment, I ended up putting vodka in the 

lawnmower. Now the grass is half-cut!! 
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Ni 

  

 

 

 

I was watching a football 

match in Japan, and at the 

end they started doing 

martial arts.                                               

I said to the bloke next to me, 

“What’s happening now?”.                                           

He said, “Two minutes of 

Ninjary time!” 

 

I phoned the wife and said, 

“I’ve got something to tell 

you, but it’s hard to say”.                                                            

She said nervously, “Go on”.                            

I said, “Ken Dodd’s dad’s dog’s 

dead”. 

I was arguing 

with a bloke 

in the pub 

who said he 

was a big pop 

star in the 

80s. I didn’t 

believe him, 

but he was 

adamant. 

I played football yesterday 

on a pitch surfaced with 

compacted rubble and 

broken bricks. We won 5-4 

on aggregate. 

Eyelashes are supposed to 

prevent things from going 

in your eyes, but whenever 

I have something in my 

eye, it’s usually an eyelash 

– eyeronic, eh? 

 

 


