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Email: yvonne@kyndt.net     

Website: mayflowerrotary.org                                     
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts  

 

 

 

 

PP Barry Howe ready for the off! By 

the time you read this the mercy 

mission will be complete, with Barry 

well on the way back home. See 

page 7 for more pictures. 
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Mayflower rallies to the call  

Well, just as we are back in the country the weather gets 

colder to welcome us back!                                                                                   

I, like the rest of the world, have been watching events in 

Ukraine over the last few weeks, and I hope and pray for a 

speedy conclusion to peace talks. I am sure all the energies of 

Rotary International are assisting in any way they can to 

support the millions of families fleeing 

the conflict. Of course, our own 

champion for support in that region, 

Barry, is today on his way back from 

Moldova, which is supporting thousands 

of refugees massing on the border. Barry 

epitomises the true value of “service 

above self” that Rotary is so rightly 

proud of.                                                    

Now home, I look forward to seeing all 

my Rotary friends again at face-to-face 

meetings at BTFC, although this month 

meetings are a bit sparse as we have 

Easter and Charter Night breaking our 

pattern. However, we’ll get together on 

the April 6, and April 27, which will be 

a Business Meeting. 

I, and the previous two Mayflower 

presidents are very much looking 

forward to greeting you all at our joint  

Charter Night Celebrations on April 23 

at the Ivy Hill Hotel, where I am sure 

we will all have a great night. My 

thanks go to Mark for organising the 

event for us. 

Planning continues for our two major 

fundraising events on June 3/4, and I 

know you will all give what support 

you can on the day to make them a 

success. 

We also have the return of our social 

fundraiser, (Music in the Garden), on 

Sunday, June 19 at Gary and Jane 

Moore’s house in Little Burstead, 12 

noon until 4pm. This is always an 

enjoyable afternoon of fellowship 

listening to the “Sid Bowlen Big Band”. I 

look forward to a relaxed afternoon of 

music (old style) in good company.  

Regards, Colin. 

 

 

 

I just had to pass this on. I was bought a pair for my 

birthday, and I have to say, they do a marvellous job on 

my lawn – it’s never looked so tidy.  

They’re not expensive, available in different colours, 

and are really comfortable to use. Yvonne 
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Laurie Hutchison Fund 

Billericay School has nominated 

Kim Bopoto, who achieved 3 A 

grades in her mock A-levels. Kim 

hopes to study medicine at the 

University of Liverpool and also 

volunteers at a local nursing home. 

Mayflower has nominated Felicity 

Gibba, who is a key member of the 

school’s Equality and Diversity 

Group and actively seeks to help 

her peers. She hopes to study 

mechanical engineering at 

university and has had several 

offers. It was agreed to propose an 

award of £250 each: club approved 

these two awards. 

General Charity Fund 

Basildon Mind: The counselling 

programme for local young people 

continues.  

Foundation (Rita Dasgupta & Terry 

Gregson) 

End Polio Now: The situation in 

Afghanistan remains confused and 

the committee maintains a 

watching brief. 

Citizens Advice Outreach (Edward 

Fortune) 

The project continues. 

International (Rita Dasgupta and 

Ganesh) 

Chennai: Ganesh is currently in 

Chennai and will discuss 

opportunities with Rotarian 

colleagues there. He hopes to 

return with a Global Grant 

proposition. 

 

 

 

Committee reports 

Mayflower Rotary Kids Fund 

Thriftwood School: It is proposed to 

take 80 older students on the usual 

day out to Southend and Grahame 

estimates the budget requirement 

at £1,600 excluding T-shirts. 

Additionally, we will take 60 

younger students to the petting 

farm at Marsh Farm at a cost of 

some £800. Alistair pointed out the 

Kids Out is well funded centrally and 

has increased its contribution to £5 

per head this year so up to £700 

may be recoverable. It was agreed 

to seek a maximum budget of 

£2,400. Club agreed to a £1,700 

donation (assuming a £700 

contribution from KidsOut to make 

up the £2400). 

Kool Carers: are staging a concert in 

conjunction with Sinfonia Viva and 

Peaceful Place as a means of 

publicising themselves and building 

members’ confidence. They are 

trying to raise £4,000 to meet costs 

and have asked for a contribution. It 

was agreed to propose £500. Other 

clubs in Basildon and Brentwood 

have also been approached.  

Ramsden Hall School: Barry is 

arranging canoeing lessons through 

a club in Barking. 5 boys will receive 

up to 10 lessons each at a cost of 

£10 per lesson and we will pay 

against invoice direct to the canoe 

club. It was agreed to propose a 

budget of £500.  

Coop Fund: The Schools Ministry 

project continues. 

 

 

Andy Hunter – 

Service 

Projects 

Kazo Kids: Alan continues to 

discuss the Kazo Kids and their 

Water Song video with Adrian 

Brewer. It was suggested that if 

Adrian spoke at District Forum it 

might be possible to cascade the 

video to everyone in D1240.  

Moldova: The appeal has raised 

some £9,000: £2,000 of this has 

been sent to TEECH contacts in 

Moldova to buy firewood and 

food for local families hosting 

Ukrainian refugees. Further £500 

will be used to buy a van locally 

for the distribution of this 

support. The balance will fund a 

lorry for the convoy Barry will be 

joining. 

Support for the Elderly 

Bird Feeders: John Murray 

continues to replenish the bird 

feeders at Archer House and has 

enough funds for the present 

Men’s Sheds: A drill, jigsaw and 

accessories have been bought for 

a total of £137.  

The following were agreed in 

principle, but no payments until 

after the two summer events: 

•£500 to Kool Carers towards 

staging a concert 

•£500 for Ramsden Hall for 

canoeing lessons 

Speaker Donations 

Club agreed to donate £150 to 

Farleigh Hospice following 

Debbie de Boltz’s presentation.                     

Andy Hunter                        

(Reports continued next page) 
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Barry Fagg - 

Fundraising 

Most items were covered in the 

President’s report below. 

-The President gave an update 

on Soapbox and the Music 

Festival. 

• A manpower plan for the 

days of the events was 

presented.  Most of the 

work before and after will  

be for contractors and the ops 

team.  

• On both days, the main 

support from the club will be 

directed towards manning 

gates.  We also have a lot of 

support arranged from 

outside the club. 

• We now have 23 soapboxes 

entered. 

Due to the upfront costs, there 

will be a need to restrict our 

charitable donations until after 

these events. 

-Music in the Garden is on track. 

Barry Fagg 

 

 

-Clive Roberts, who has now attended 

several meetings, is likely to apply to 

join. The Dowses are now forming a 

new Brentwood club.                                                        

-Following an ‘interesting’ meeting of 

the committee, a members’ survey 

has been developed to see “what we 

want” from club in the future.                                                          

-The Committee will focus on more 

social events now more members are 

returning to attending meetings in 

person.                                                        

-We now have around 85 for Charter 

Night, so we will have use of the 

larger room. Mark Chambers 

 

Mar 15, 2022  

Dear Friends,                                                                                                                                                              

Thank you so much for your 

precious gift of £500.00, which is 

helping us to transform the lives 

of hungry children around the 

world with a nutritious daily meal 

in school.  

Your kindness is bringing food, 

joy and hope to the children who 

eat Mary’s Meals, allowing them 

to make the most of their 

education and giving them the 

chance of a better future.  

Our meals make a huge 

difference to children like 11-

year-old Tijanjane who attends  

 

        

 

From: Daniel Adams Executive Director, Mary’s Meals 

 

Namalondwe Primary School in 

Malawi. It is the only place of 

education for miles around and 

some children walk 5km every day 

to get there. Tijanjane says: 

“Normally, I am hungry when I get 

to school, but I don’t feel hungry 

when I have eaten my phala 

[porridge].  

“I am able to concentrate and 

listen to the teacher because I feel 

full.”  

 

Today, more than two million 

hungry children in 20 of the 

world’s poorest countries –  

including South Sudan, Ethiopia, 

India and Yemen – are sitting in 

classrooms with full stomachs, 

and learning how to read and 

write, thanks to supporters like 

you. Together, we are bringing 

the hope of a brighter future to 

so many little ones who depend 

on the promise of a daily meal in 

school. I thank you, with all my 

heart, on behalf of the children 

who eat Mary’s Meals.   

Yours sincerely,                                       

Daniel Adams Executive 

Director, Mary’s Meals 

 

Mark 

Chambers - 

Club Admin. 
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Changing Pathways 

We were delighted to 

welcome Natasha 

from Changing 

Pathways (formerly 

known as Basildon 

Women’s Aid).  

Changing Pathways 

has been an integral 

part of the local South 

Essex and Thurrock 

community for over  

 

 

forty years, and over this time has supported 

thousands of women and their children to escape 

abusive relationships and move on with their lives.  

Founded in 1977, the first refuge house was opened in 

Basildon. The Basildon Women’s refuge grew over the 

years, achieving charity status and a second house in 

1980.  By 2005, the current refuge site and move-on 

accommodation had been acquired in Basildon, 

significantly increasing the number of women the 

refuge could provide safety to. The organisation now 

provides safe refuge accommodation for forty-three 

women and their children at any one time.  

Free and confidential services are provided for people 

who are currently experiencing or have previously 

experienced domestic abuse and other forms of inter-

personal violence including stalking, harassment, 

‘honour-based’ abuse and forced marriage. The focus 

is on listening to survivors and together deciding the 

support required to enable them to take their first step 

on a pathway to rebuilding their lives. 

Individual and group counselling and therapy to help 

survivors recover from trauma are provided, along 

with play therapy and counselling for children who 

have experienced domestic abuse in their home 

environment.   

Natasha gave us a little insight to her time with 

Changing Pathways, which began 19 years ago with 

work experience.  

 

After that became a full-time children’s worker 

there because she had been so moved by how 

domestic abuse affects the children. 

Currently, there are 12 families-in-crisis places and 

16 self-contained flats. She pointed out that nursing 

staff at Basildon Hospital can give the alert if they 

concerned about a woman or her family.  

The refuge also provides an “outreach service” to 

support women in the community with issues such 

as harassment, stalking etc. This support can take 

several forms: alarms, direct contact with the 

police, CAB – there are currently around 100 in the 

area women receiving this type of help. 

So, how can a woman be kept safe and supported? 

Well, she can self-refer to the refuge - the address is 

classified; the woman can be met and brought to 

the refuge, where they will have a room to 

themselves; she will be allocated a case worker and 

a children’s’ worker; phone locators will be 

switched off so they can’t be tracked. They will be 

helped to complete paperwork and change bank 

accounts. They will have at their disposal a small, 

dedicated team of passionate, loyal workers who 

always want to do the right thing by them. The 

women can then go on to receive different types of 

counselling, e.g. relationships, self-esteem, etc. 

They might stay at the refuge for anything from six 

months to a year, but sometimes longer if 

necessary, after which time they will be resettled – 

somewhere safe!  
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Letter from BOSP 
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Well, he did it – on Thursday March 23, our 

own Barry Howe headed off to Moldova as 

part of a convoy, to deliver the phenomenal 

results of the various appeals for help for 

Ukraine, in the Billericay area. See below. 

 

 

 

 

Barry is keeping us as up to date as possible as regard 

the journey. But had to report that there had been a 

small set back in the form of one of the trucks having 

broken down. But…. they made it!! 

 

 

The ailing truck finally being towed – but the good 

news was that it was soon up and running!!! To 

the great relief to all concerned! 

 

 

 

War in Ukraine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L to R: Barry Howe, 

John Murray, John 

Parry 
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 Club diary 

                                                      Some new book releases: 

                                                                                                                                                                       

Danger! by Luke Out                     Cry Wolf by Al Armist                Hypnotism by N. Tranced 

Tug of War by Paul Hard              Beekeeping by A. P. Arry          Parachuting by Hugo First 

 

Apr 06 Fiona & Lee Howell: GSE follow up 

Apr 13 No meeting- Easter: Scatter week – details to be announced 

Apr 23 Charter Night: Ivy Hill Hotel 

Apr 27 Business meeting: BFC  

  

May 04 Scatter reports: BFC 

May 11 Peter Hickey: Mary's Meals 

May 18 Andy Archer: Hamelin House 

May 25 AGM: BFC 

 

Jun 01 Soapbox Derby/Music briefing: BFC 

June 3       Soapbox Derby: Sun Corner 

June 4       MusicFest: Sun Corner 

Jun 08 Soapbox Derby/Music debrief: BFC 

Jun 15 John (Rambo): Army Life 

June 19      Music in the Garden: Jane and Gary Moore 

Jun 22 Club Assembly: BFC 

June 24-26 District Conference: Potter’s Five Lakes Resort 

June 29 President’s Handover: BFC 

New Rotary Year - 2022- 2023 
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 Snippets 

 

I went down to the Eastgate Centre 

in Basildon recently to help with the 

Basildon Concord collection for 

Ukraine. I stayed for 90 minutes.  I 

don't recall ever collecting more 

folding money in such a short 

period, and I have been advised that 

the collection raised a staggering 

£1,068 in one day. Moreover, over 

50% of it was in notes: a measure of 

the generosity of the people of 

Basildon. Mark Chambers 

 

 
Members invited to celebrate KidsOut success 

 

Mayflower’s KidsOut organiser Grahame Poel, along with his lovely 

wife, Val, Yvonne Kyndt, Alistair Moulds, and Finlay McCleod were lucky 

enough to be invited to a reception at the House of Lords recently to 

hear how this wonderful charity has been able to continue its great 

work, despite the pandemic!  

KidsOut (originally a Rotary charity) believe that all children deserve fun 

and happiness in their lives and they work every day to make it a 

reality. Whether they have escaped domestic violence or live daily in 

poverty, KidsOut provides disadvantaged children across the UK with 

exciting memories to cherish. Through giving hope and building 

confidence in young people, KidsOut is shaping a better tomorrow.  

We feel proud to be a supporter.                                                                                   

NB: KidsOut will take place on June 8 this year. 

 

The Kazo Kids doing their bit for the community 

as part of RotaKids/Rotary International. The 

kids cleared out plastics, mud, and other debris 

out the water channel within their local 

community. The build-up of debris was making 

the dirty water level within the channel rise and 

was close to contaminating the main water 

supply, a water spring. The water is now free 

from plastics and debris, and clean water can 

flow freely. This was done in partnership with 

Billericay Mayflower Rotary, the Rotary Water 

Barrel Project, and Kawempe Rotary. 

The Kazo Kids of Kawempe 

 



10 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comedy corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know what gives me 

butterflies all the time?  

My caterpillar collection! 

Last time I visited Blackpool I went 

on a donkey. 

It took me ages to get there. 

Although Joseph 

was known as a 

Carpenter, he never 

actually sang on 

any of their 

albums. 

 

My wife’s blaming me for 

ruining her birthday. That’s 

ridiculous: I didn’t even know it 

was her birthday! 


