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Some of our members paying a visit to 

Brentwood Rotary at the Marygreen Manor 

to “present” a “thank you” cheque” for 

Brentwood’s help at BCM (in reality a bank 

transfer!!). L to R: John Stephenson; BCM 

Event Manager David Randall; Yvonne 

Kyndt; Ian Kirby; Stewart Ellis. 

 

http://www.mayflowerrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts
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Letter from the President  

When we jetted off to Portugal, never in a million years did 

we expect to see the scenes that have been emerging from 

Ukraine over the last week. But the response to this barbarity 

has been astounding, from our own Barry Howe drumming 

up support for TEECH to supply Moldova (already the 

poorest country in the wider Europe), with a whole range of  

 
items that will bring relief to the Ukrainian refugees that are arriving in their tens 

of thousands, to Rotary’s own support: “The Rotary Foundation (TRF) has 

confirmed that all funds received in its Disaster Response Fund by 30 April 2022 

will qualify for use in support of the Ukrainian relief efforts. This is in response to 

Rotary members’ requests around the world to contribute funds to support relief 

efforts”. 

Treasurer Derek is closing the TEECH appeal on Monday night (March 7), so we 

can claim gift aid, and send funds to them as soon as possible. If you cannot transfer 

money or wish to give cheque or cash, please send Derek your pledge and he will 

collect the money later. 

Thanks for the fantastic support we’ve had so far. It was brilliant to learn that a 

collection by Derek Collyer and Alistair Moulds at Billericay Town Football Club 

raised nearly £800, with many examples of amazing generosity. We have now 

passed the £4,000 mark. 

It was heartening to see that even in these difficult times, the Projects team have 

identified several charities that we are very happy to support (see Business meeting 

reports).  

Meanwhile, preparations are still underway for our Three Presidents Charter Night 

on April 23 at Ivy Hill, our two fundraising events in June, and our social 

/fundraiser (Music In The Garden) on June 19, in Garry and Jane Moore‘s garden at 

Little Burstead. 

Stay safe and say a prayer for all those desperate people of Ukraine. 

Regards, Colin 

 
The efforts of Jill Thorpe, Alistair Moulds, Nick Sillitoe, Bob Tyrrell and myself raised £315 for Marie Curie last 

Friday. Clearly, we would have done even better with “contactless”, which has been conveyed to the 

organisers and we are told that next year this will be sorted.                                                                                          I 

would like us to do this again next year when hopefully a few more will be able to give up an hour or two. We’ll 

try to do a Saturday next year, which may assist with availability. Many thanks team. Mark Chambers                                                                              
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Business meeting reports 

 Soap Box Derby -The Chair 

circulated information on Job 

Allocations produced by the Event 

Manager (EM), which were 

accepted. The presentation by 

Colin had been very helpful in 

summarising the extensive work 

that they had carried out and now 

it was a matter of synchronising 

and coordinating the planning and 

implementation. The outline 

budget figures for income and 

costs, although yet to be finalised, 

seemed correct, with a suitable 

level of prudence built in. The 

projected income from both 

events was very good and partly 

safeguarded by the advance ticket 

sales to secure income. The 

income from sales of banners and 

sponsorship was reasonable.  

Mark Chambers is examining 

insurance to include a pluvious 

element, which would be 

important for the MusicFest. An 

analysis of the cover issues has 

been provided to Colin. In 

particular, we will need the event 

management reports for our 

liability insurance as well as 

checking any contractual 

requirements relating to liability. 

We will need to establish if first 

party loss cover, e.g. loss or 

damage to equipment for which 

we are responsible, loss of cash, is 

required. We will look into the 

cost of event insurance, especially 

for bad weather.  

which commercial theatres may 

be interested in.                                          

ESAG for both events was in 

hand and would be discussed 

with Basildon Council. Beer 

supply was regarded as vital and 

David/Dixter have made 

arrangements for both festivals, 

which any rollover with previous 

suppliers should not be allowed 

to interfere with.                                

Security – the committee were 

very happy with the 

arrangements, which will be 

made through Josh at the Crown.  

Club Council and members 

discussed staging the inaugural 

SBD/MusicFest this year 

following a briefing by the EM 

and agreed to go ahead. 

However, a decision then had to 

be taken about holding a third 

event within a month, and the 

implications of that for the Club. 

All agreed that holding the first 

two events, one of which was 

entirely novel, was a challenge, 

given the demographics of the 

club and the tendency for some 

members to remain shielding. 

However, the excellent 

foundation preparations carried 

out by Colin Campbell and his 

team gave confidence for 

success with SBD/MF. 

SummerFest 2022 - Summerfest 

is a community event, not driven 

by fundraising. The event has 

been staged numerous times and 

there is a clear format for its 

planning and enactment.               

(Continued next page) 

Mark and Colin are discussing the 

sum insured needed for this 

cover. Insurers will want to know 

how such a sum is arrived at.                    

Ifor was in the process of 

arranging teleporters for the 

removal and repositioning of 

barriers.  

Keith agreed that the set up and 

modification plans for the two 

events were understood, 

resourced, and coordinated so as 

to be manageable. There would 

be two entrances, with the third 

for emergencies.  

Barry F summarised the 

sponsorship/soapbox cart 

promotion, which has already 

started with agreed messages and 

packages which Stewart asked to 

be circulated and coordinated 

with Ticket/Programme 

production, due to be finalised 

soon. Stewart noted the key 

advertising spots as the launch 

ramp and track ramps. Key 

potential sponsors were 

mentioned for Barry to pursue. 

Conflicting sponsors had to be 

avoided. The EM and Stewart et 

al. are to exchange 

understandings on this and then, 

after production, to ensure 

Members were recruited to 

distribute posters etc. MusicFest 

sponsorship needed to be 

considered in depth as we had no 

experience of this profile. Adrian 

Phillips the outside contractor 

may be able to help here, and the 

EM was investigating. The 

screen/stage and bar were 

excellent locations for advertising  

Barry Fagg - 

Fundraising 
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 The Ops Team are key to the set-

up process and were keen to 

proceed; however, other inputs 

and resources would be required 

from club and partners. Given the 

current involvement of the club it 

was doubtful if energy levels 

would be sufficient to support all 

three events.                                                   

At the Business meeting, 

Members had also clearly 

expressed the wish to rebalance 

the club activities with more 

fellowship and fewer events. 

Having a third event in quick 

succession, requiring planning, 

sponsorship, and resources on 

the day (with planning normally 

starting before now), 

 

it was considered by the Chair to be 

a step too far this year. If SBD/MF 

proved to be successful, then it may 

be possible to hold all three events 

in 2023. The recommendation to 

club: not to hold Summerfest in 

2022 was supported by the 

majority of members.  

Publicity and Consultation - 

Yvonne Kyndt and Nick Sillitoe were 

working on publicising SBD/MF and 

understood that club needed to be 

kept informed. The Committee felt 

that with two new events after the 

recent “fallow” period, one being a 

brand new music event, then other 

channels would be needed in 

addition to Facebook to 

 

reach potential audiences and sell 

tickets. It was therefore regarded 

as urgent to get the posters out 

onto the High Street which has 

been done, although with certain 

establishments not really playing 

ball.  

Bell-boaters - Barry Howe is 

proposing to hold an event later 

in 2022, date and concept to be 

decided. However, he had 

mentioned that he was 

considering a race based on an 

eight-seat catamaran, which the 

Chelmsford Club had, but he had 

to consider the practicalities of 

the exercise and report back. 

Barry Fagg 

 

 

 

Andy Hunter – 

Service Projects 

with a mini-bus purchase was 

explored. The charity has asked if 

the money can now be released 

because the pandemic has 

seriously reduced their ability to 

raise funds. It was agreed to 

recommend an increased sum of 

£1,000, which was approved by 

members.                                     

Separately, Grahame mentioned 

that he could potentially offer a 

used minibus from the Community 

Transport fleet for a nominal sum.                           

Coop Fund - Schools Ministry 

Billericay. Andy has reviewed 

progress with the project lead and 

received a written report. 

Recruiting mentees during the 

pandemic has been challenging as 

many candidates have needed to 

isolate. The programme has now 

begun however, but as costs are 

skewed towards its end, the initial 

tranche of £700 is not yet 

exhausted. (Continued next page) 

 

Mayflower Rotary Kids Fund - 

Lennox Cancer Care - Andy had 

followed up on this with Lisa 

Green who spoke to the club in 

January about support for young 

people with cancer. The charity 

has three self-catering holiday 

homes and offers three or four 

day breaks to families during gaps 

in their children’s’ cancer 

treatment. Each family is given 

£200 to cover travel, food, and 

treats. Lisa would like us to fund 

one or more families. It was 

agreed to recommend a donation 

of £1,000, which was agreed 

unanimously by members. 

However, half the proceeds from 

the Quiz Night held on March 5 at 

 

the tennis Club are destined for the 

Lennox charity, with Mayflower 

agreeing to make up the amount 

raised to £1,000.  The other half 

will be added to the donations for 

Barry’s journey to Moldova later in 

the month.                                  

Thriftwood School - The Lunchtime 

club is no longer able to participate 

in KidsOut, so last year Mayflower 

took the younger Thriftwood 

children to Marsh Farm (as well as 

taking the older ones to Southend). 

Thriftwood has enquired if we will 

look after the younger children 

again and has suggested the new 

zoo park at Barleylands. Support 

for this was agreed in principle at 

an estimated cost of £2,000. 

Grahame will now work up a full 

budget for approval.                                     

BOSP - A £500 donation was 

agreed before Christmas, but 

payment was deferred whilst 

subsequent request for support  
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 General Charity Fund   

Gateway Radio - A request for 

funding had been received from 

Danny Lawrence who is the 

station’s manager and a member 

of Thurrock Rotary. Gateway is a 

not-for-profit concern which helps 

young people, often from difficult 

backgrounds, to gain work 

experience. It was agreed to 

recommend £250.                                

Basildon Mind - The counselling 

programme for local young people 

continues.  

Foundation (Rita Dasgupta & Terry 

Gregson)  

Tree Planting - The scheme in 

Passingham Avenue being 

sponsored by Town is proceeding. 

Once it has completed, Rita will 

explore using the contacts created 

to develop the original scheme 

proposed for Sun Corner. John 

Murray mentioned that clearance 

work at Abbeyfield House had 

created scope to plant trees along 

its margin with Laindon Road.  

End Polio Now - The situation in 

Afghanistan remains confused and 

the committee did not have 

enough confidence to propose a 

donation at this stage.                         

Citizens Advice Outreach (Edward 

Fortune)  

The project committee had met 

earlier the same day to review 

progress during the quarter ended 

December 31. The service had 

helped 61 clients with a range of 

issues including benefits, housing, 

debt, and employment matters. 

The project will continue to be 

funded from Essex CC’s pandemic 

 

budget until at least the end of 

March, but there is £4,500 

remaining in the Rotary budget to 

continue further when County 

funding ends.  

International (Rita Dasgupta and 

Ganesh) 

Philippines - A letter of thanks has 

been received from Shelterbox 

following our donation in respect 

of Typhoon Rai. It says our support 

means a family can shelter from 

the elements after the disaster 

and stay safe during the ongoing 

pandemic.                                           

Chennai - Ganesh is discussing 

opportunities with Rotarian 

colleagues in Chennai. He is 

visiting there in March and hopes 

to conclude a Global Grant 

proposition then.                    

Mary’s Meals - An appeal had 

been received for funding to 

support the children’s feeding 

programme in South Sudan. The 

civil war continues to impoverish 

rural communities to the point of 

starvation, and more than 2m 

children are now lacking 

education. Mary’s Meals is already 

feeding 70,000 children per day, 

but more is needed: it was agreed 

to recommend a donation of £500, 

which was endorsed by members.                   

Support for the Elderly                      

Bird Feeders - John Murray 

continues to replenish the bird 

feeders at Archer House and has 

now installed 15 new units. There 

are still adequate funds available 

for the present.                              

Speaker Donations                                     

Following Ken Richmond’s 

presentation It was agreed to 

donate £150 to the Norsey Woods 

Society, which was agreed by club. 

 

 

Kazo Kids - This is a group of boys 

in the Kawempe slums of Kampala 

who Adrian Brewer of Roll Out the 

Barrel has taken under his wing. 

They recorded ‘The Water Song’, 

which Adrian hopes might become 

a source of revenue from 

streaming, and they have also been 

introduced to the Rotary Club of 

Kampala Kawempe, which has 

formed them into a Rotakids group. 

The club is supporting the boys 

with food, clothing, and schooling 

costs and is appealing for external 

support. It was decided to propose 

a donation of £1,000, which was 

agreed by club.                                          

 

 

Men’s Sheds - The building has 

now been fitted out and a project 

started building bird boxes. They 

need a professional drill and 

jigsaw, and it was agreed to 

recommend that Barry should 

source these at up to £250. This 

was agreed by club. 

Guatemala City – Edward Fortune 

reported that the wide appeal for 

money to fund official documents 

such as birth certificates etc, had 

allowed 1,100 children to be 

issued with them.                            

Andy Hunter 
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Mark Chambers 

- Club Admin 

Attendance – John Vaufrouard (JV) 

commented that some members 

are still sending messages to him 

and not through the Club apologies 

system and therefore would not be 

picked up by Grahame Poel. It was 

agreed that JV should email all 

members to remind them to use 

the proper system for apologies, 

meal requirements, and visitor 

notifications.                                          

Mark Chambers (MC) commented 

that in fact, taking into account 

those members that we are aware 

of who are still isolating, plus other 

reasons for absence, weekly 

meeting attendance numbers were 

holding up well.                                           

The recent decision by members to 

hold Business Meetings for 

February and March via Zoom was 

noted.  

Membership - MC reported that he 

had a chance to speak to Clive 

Roberts, a potential new member, 

at the last meeting but as Clive was 

still quite busy, he may be more 

interested in becoming a Big 

Eventer (BE), at this stage. 

However, an information evening is 

planned for him shortly and Alistair 

Moulds (AM) has since reported 

that Clive remains very keen to join 

us.                                                                  

Nick Sillitoe (NS) reported that Ken 

Richmond the recent speaker from 

the Norsey Wood Society seemed 

interested in Rotary, and Yvonne 

Kyndt (YK) reported that Jill Thorpe, 

a current BE, although still busy, 

 

was also a potential member.                                                        

YK questioned if it was time for a 

“lighter” approach to meeting 

attendance, and a “drop in 

anytime” message to any new 

members and BEs provided of 

course that proper notice was 

received if they were anticipating 

a meal.                                                          

It was agreed that BEs should be 

encouraged to attend meetings. 

MC suggested that BEs should be 

invited to Charter Night and would 

talk to AM about issuing 

invitations. 

A conversation followed regarding 

dress code for Charter Night. It 

was agreed that we should trial 

DJs OR lounge suits this year. 

It was noted that Peter and Mary 

Dowse were potential transfers 

from Brentwood Breakfast Club 

and that Danny Laurence an ex-

Basildon member was also 

considering joining us. 

Directory - It was noted that there 

was little point in producing the 

Club Directory this year. It was 

acknowledged that YK had 

endeavoured to bring this to 

fruition since taking this task over 

in 2021, and that Stewart Ellis had 

been very busy. However, given 

YK’s increasing workload, MC 

suggested passing production of 

the Directory over to another 

member and Peter Walker agreed 

to take on the task.                               

Regalia - In John Morris’ (JMo) 

absence NTR.                            

Welfare- In JMo’s absence NTR, 

other than it was pleasing to hear 

that Barry Woodward would be  

resuming his BCM treasurer duties.                                         

Social/Sport activities – John 

Murray (JMu) reported that there 

had been no takers for the District 

sports activities but it appears that 

some members may not have been 

aware of the programme. It was 

agreed that in addition to 

announcing activities at meetings 

that JMu should email all members 

in future.                                                        

MC commented that we need to 

think about arranging more social 

activities.                                                     

JMu suggested hiring a minibus 

and arranging another club visit or 

even just a day out with lunch. He 

would happily drive.                               

NS said he would look into 

arranging a game of petanque in 

Lake Meadows when the weather 

improves.                                          

The country walks that Ifor 

arranged last year were greatly 

enjoyed and if he is unable to 

organise more YK said she would 

step in.                                                

In conclusion, MC tasked the 

committee with coming up with 

more thoughts on the subject of 

social activities by the next 

meeting.                                            

To Scatter or not to Scatter? After 

some discussion it was agreed that 

MC would canvas members as to 

whether or not to Scatter this year. 

Positive responses had been 

received from around 15 members. 

Teams and timing, likely end April, 

will be drawn up. 

Meetings/Programme - NS 

reported the speaker programme 

was practically full. MC thanked 

him for his great work with the 

programme this year. (Continued 

next page) 
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 In addition to the football club not 

being able to accommodate us on 

Wednesday, February 16 because 

of a match. MC also reported that 

due to the World Cup being 

televised there, would also be no 

meetings at the football club from 

late November through December. 

However, the Burstead has offered 

to host meetings during the winter 

but at increased costs. After 

discussion it was agreed that we  

could consider holding the Club’s 

Christmas Party at the Burstead.                                                  

NS suggested that we also 

consider having one-off meetings 

at local restaurants when the 

football club was unable to 

accommodate us. It was agreed 

this was a good idea and should 

be pursued. It was also agreed 

that the Club should sound out 

venues as potential, long-term 

alternatives to the football club. 

 

Newsletter - YK had NTR other 

than the usual appeal for 

contributions. 

Publicity/PR - YK has begun 

promoting the Soapbox and 

MusicFest weekend on Facebook 

and in local publications. 

Mayflower Friends - In Derek 

Walter’s absence, NTR.                      

Mark Chambers 

 

 

War in Ukraine 

We are all shocked and appalled 

at what’s happening in Ukraine 

and we have here, real pictures, 

showing the human impact and 

fall-out, sent direct from our 

contacts on the ground in 

Moldova.                                                 

In response, on March 24, I will 

be driving one of the lorries, as 

part of a convoy, to Moldova, 

taking food, toiletries and 

medical aid to support the 

Moldovan families who have 

taken the displaced Ukrainian 

families into their own homes. 

Moldova is the poorest country in 

Europe but have still opened 

their hearts and homes to their 

neighbours. We understand that 

hotels have also taken in 

Ukrainian families.                               

 

I am desperate to try and help these 

people and I know you are too and 

will back me up in my efforts.                                                          

I am very much hoping that this 

atrocity will not prevent me and the 

charity TEECH returning to 

Moldova, in August, to install 

proper toilets school, paid for by 

Rotary, and more set in another 

school paid for by TEECH.                    

Barry Howe 
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 L to R: Big Eventer visitor Jill Thorpe, our 

speaker Ken Richmond, with Mark Chambers 

Norsey Wood Society 

 

Brown long-eared bat 

Members were very 

pleased to welcome Ken 

Richmond to club recently. 

Ken had prepared a 

fascinating presentation 

about this amazing local 

amenity and began by 

telling us a little about the 

society itself. 

The Norsey Wood Society 

is a community group that 

works closely with 

Basildon Borough Council. 

The Society was formed in 

1977 following the 

purchase of the Wood by 

Basildon District (now 

Borough) Council, who 

bought it to prevent it 

being developed. 

Ken stressed that the main 

concern of the society was 

the environmental health 

of these ancient 

woodlands, (first noted on 

a 1593 map as “North Sea 

Wood”), with the first 

records of Norsey Woods 

dating back to 1250!  

Today it is probably best 

known for its bluebells. 

But, as Ken pointed out, 

that’s not the half of it! 

We saw photographs of a 

wide variety of local flora 

and fauna now thriving in 

this local ecosystem, 

including: brown long-

eared bat, kestrel, 

treecreeper, nuthatch, 

tawney owl, sparrow 

hawk, palmate newt, red 

damsel fly (incidentally, a  

good “indicator” of the health of the six 

ponds in the woods). 

Ken pointed out the tension between 

Norsey Woods being a public amenity, 

while at the same time a fragile local 

ecosystem.  

It is a Site of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI), with a good variety of habitats, a 

good range flora and fauna, and is 

regarded as one of the best woodlands of 

its type (deciduous) in Essex. 

Research during the Victorian period found 

Neolithic and Mesolithic axe heads, as well 

as Roman pottery – so we’re not the only 

ones who have appreciated this local gem. 

 In 1215, the last battle of the Peasants’ 

Revolt was fought in the area, where 500 

people were killed by the King’s soldiers. 

 Large red damsel fly 

Greater spotted woodpecker 

But nature is cruel, and for 

the guardians of Norsey 

Woods, this can sometimes 

lead to seemingly strange 

decisions, such as impressive 

coppicing – it may look brutal 

to cut down so many trees 

and saplings, but this reveals 

a mosaic of habitats than can 

now thrive in the space and 

light afforded them, and 

where seeds can germinate 

into new life. And along with 

bird and bat boxes, Norsey 

Woods provides a most 

wonderful environment for 

our precious companions. 

A working group meets every 

Thursday morning in the 

woods, so if being a local 

“ecowarrior” appeals, get in 

touch via: 

https://www.norseywoodsoci

ety.uk/  

 

https://www.norseywoodsociety.uk/
https://www.norseywoodsociety.uk/
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Lennox Children’s Charity Fund – an unsung hero in the community 

Members were very pleased to 

have Lisa Green come to tell us 

about the Lennox Children’s 

Cancer Fund recently. Lisa is a 

community fundraiser for the 

charity, and typically works with 

businesses to raise funds. This 

very worthwhile charity, that 

most members had to confess 

they had never heard of, has, 

for 30 years, been there for 

families dealing with the 

devastating emotional toll and 

financial impact of childhood 

cancer. Lisa was excited about 

celebrating Lennox’s 30th 

birthday this year.  

The charity's main objective is 

to support the entire family 

during their child's cancer 

journey, from diagnosis through 

treatment, and beyond, and is 

dedicated to working directly 

with families, acknowledging 

that each family's cancer 

journey is different, and 

providing services tailored to 

suit those needs through 

emotional, financial, and 

practical support.  

Lisa told us about the charity’s 

three holiday homes, all in the 

New Forest, that are available 

to families. These are free to 

use for the families, but there’s 

still the cost of travel. 

 

 

It has been estimated that a family with a 

child with cancer typically loses £600 per 

month, very often because one parent 

has to give up work. A sobering 42% of 

families with a sick child are in debt. 

Lennox also provides a 24-hour emotional 

support service. And of course, all of this 

costs money. The charity can usually 

depend upon great support, but funds 

have dropped by 50% over the last two 

years. 

So, Lennox, like other charities has had to 

change the way it works, because of 

COVID. But the demand for emotional 

support services is as great as ever.                 

They developed the idea of “We’ve got 

your backpack”. Lisa described how when 

children are admitted to hospital, 

obviously it is hugely upsetting for the 

family – so much so that they often arrive 

underprepared. The idea of the backpack 

is to ease that stress. Typically, it 

contains, a pad of paper to write down 

what the medics say; socks; gloves 

(children being treated often have cold  

L to R: Stewart Ellis, Lisa Green, VP 

Mark Chambers 

hands and feet); headphones, 

colouring books etc. 

It was quite shocking to hear 

that 42 children have been 

locally diagnosed with cancer 

this year, and most of these are 

under five years old. 

Lisa went on to tell us of a case 

two weeks ago where just as she 

was taking her unwell child to 

hospital, a mum found that she 

had a burst tyre. It cost £60 to 

mend – which Lennox paid - but 

mum said what a huge help that 

had been.                                                    

In another case, a camera was 

purchased for a family whose 

child only had a few weeks to 

live. The camera provided 

memories for the future. 

The Lennox Charity Fund 

supports families financially! Lisa 

asked us to spread the word in 

the community, that help IS 

available. 

At the moment there are 400 

children and their families under 

the care of Lennox.  

We are delighted to be able to 

announce that club agreed to 

make up the sum raised from 

the Tennis Club Quiz Night to 

£1,000 to be given to this most 

laudable organisation. 

New book releases:                                                                                                                                                                                  

“Fifty Feet to the Outhouse” by Willie Makeit (Foreword by Betty Wont).                                                                          

“Downpour!” by Wayne Dwops                                                                                                                                    

“Beekeeping” by A. P. Arry                                                                                                                                                                

“Get Moving!” by Sheik Aleg                                                                                                                                                                            

“How to Write a Will” by Benny Fishery 
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Club welcomed Debbie de Boltz from 

Farleigh Hospice, who gave us a very good 

insight into the before and after COVID 

workings of one of our local hospices.              

Like most organisations, Farleigh had to 

adapt to the changed circumstances and 

implemented some innovative ways to 

provide hospice care to where it was 

needed. 

The usual inpatient care had to be 

adapted to virtual care, with one of the 

most impressive initiatives being the  

 

Farleigh Hospice adapting to change 

 

L to R: Debbie de Boltz, Mark Chambers, 

Yvonne Kyndt 

setting up of a nurse-lead virtual ward, which allowed 

palliative care patients to receive 24/7 care for up to two 

weeks in the patient’s own home. This care was provided by 

hospice registered nurses, health care assistants and the 

Marie Curie nursing service, with additional support from 

local care agencies.  

Now with things approaching a more normal situation, the 

inpatient ward has been opened and can accommodate up to 

six patients. In addition, the Clinical Advice Line access has 

been extended to 12 hours and there is an on-line support 

group.   

All of the services Farleigh provides are available the people 

of mid-Essex, completely free of charge.                                             

With approximately 44% of the yearly running costs being 

funded by the local NHS, they rely on the support and 

goodwill of the local mid-Essex community to contribute to 

the over £16,500 it costs to provide our services each day.  

As for many charities, fundraising has been a real challenge 

over the pandemic, but imagination, innovation and hard 

work have meant that Farleigh can continue to provide this 

vital service to the community. 

 

 

I wanted to thank you 

again for all the work 

you did on the sensory 

room. It has literally 

been a lifeline and a 

safe place for our 

children to spend time 

in.  

Kind regards, Rachel 

Paulson (Headteacher)  

 

 

From the Headteacher of Sunnymede 

 

Birthday boy! 

Mr McEvoy treated members to a 

glass of bubbly to celebrate a special 

birthday. Cheers, Steve, and happy 

birthday. 

Barry Fagg paying a visit to 

Sunnymede to check out the 

sensory room.  
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From Jo Bega, CEO, 

Child Rescue Nepal 

Two children safely brought 

home from India 

 We are very pleased to let you 

know that we have just rescued a 

boy and a girl from India. They 

were both living in public shelters, 

having been trafficked across the 

Nepal border four years ago. 

Without paperwork, Nepalese 

children become stranded in India 

– which is why they need to be 

rescued and brought home. 

Sunita 

Sunita* was 12 when her 

stepmother sent her away with 

£3, telling her to get married and 

never return home. She met a 

stranger who tried to take her to 

his home in Hajipur, India. 

Fortunately, they were stopped by 

a policeman, who grew suspicious 

when the man started changing 

his story. The man ran away, and 

Sunita was placed in a state-

funded home for girls.                         

Sunita was unable to contact her 

family for the next four years. She 

lived with 250 other girls and 

women of all ages and 

backgrounds – some of whom 

were mentally ill. 

For many reasons it wasn’t a safe 

place. In fact, the home is 

currently under investigation 

following reports of staff members 

abusing women and girls. Sunita 

told us that there wasn’t enough 

food and that she had to share a 

bed with two others.  Sometimes 

she was beaten for no reason. 

Palin 

Palin* dropped out of school when 

his father committed suicide. He 

was just 10 years old when he 

started working at a garage to be 

able to buy food. At the age of 12, 

he was trafficked to Bihar in India 

by a relative who promised him a 

job. He was forced to smuggle 

electrical goods across the border 

but ran away after his relative 

started punching and kicking him.  

He took shelter in a temple, but 

people cursed him and called him 

a thief. He got scared and went to 

the local police for help, which is 

how he ended up in a boys’ home 

for four years.                                        

This is the first rescue we have 

undertaken with our new partner, 

ChoraChori Nepal, who have a 

strong history of rescuing Nepali 

children from India. They first 

became aware of Sunita and Palin 

at the beginning of 2021 but 

tracing their families and getting 

all the paperwork in place has 

been a long process. The children 

are now at ChoraChori’s safe 

home, where they are spending 

time with an experienced 

counsellor. Family integration will 

only take place if all the 

appropriate safeguarding checks 

are in place. 

It is your donations that have 

funded these rescues, so thank 

you.  We will bring you more news 

of Sunita and Palin’s progress in 

due course. 

Best wishes, Jo Bega 

Sunita and Palin are happy to be 

back in Nepal and grateful that their 

nightmare is finally over 

More new book releases:                                                                                                                                                                  

“The Joys of Pig Farming” by Chris P. Bacon                                                                                                                                     

“Songs from 'South Pacific” by Sam and Janet Evening                                                                                                                       

“I Was a Cloakroom Attendant” by Mahatma Coate                                                                                                                                

“Exotic Irish Plants” by Phil O'Dendron                                                                                                                                      

“The Unknown Rodent” by A. Nonny Mouse 
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Mar 09 Jill Thompson/Graham Herbing: MIND 

Mar 16 Natasha: Changing Pathways 

Mar 23 Business meeting: Zoom 

Mar 30 Partners’ evening at Pearl Dragon: Global grant fundraiser 

  

Apr 06 Fiona/Lee Howell?: GSE follow up 

Apr 13 No meeting- Easter: Scatter week – details to be announced 

Apr 23 Charter Night: Ivy Hill Hotel 

Apr 27 Business meeting: BFC   

May 04 Scatter reports??: BFC 

May 11 Peter Hickey: Mary's Meals 

May 18 Andy Archer: Hamelin House 

May 25 AGM: BFC 

 

Jun 01 Soapbox Derby/Music briefing: BFC 

June 3       Soapbox Derby: Sun Corner 

June 4       MusicFest: Sun Corner 

Jun 08 Soapbox Derby/Music debrief: BFC 

Jun 15 John (Rambo): Army Life 

June 19      Music in the Garden: Jane and Gary Moore 

Jun 22 Club Assembly: BFC 

June 24-26 District Conference: Potter’s Five Lakes Resort 

June 29 President’s Handover: BFC 

New Rotary Year - 2022- 2023 

The Mayflower Diary 



13 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Comedy corner 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

I recently heard about 

this young adult novel in 

which Schrodinger’s cat 

and Pavlov’s dog team 

up for a cross-country 

adventure…  

So, I went off to the 

library to see if they had 

a copy for my 12-year-

old daughter. 

The librarian said that it 

rang a bell, but she 

wasn’t sure if it was 

there or not. 

If the person who 

named the walkie talkie 

named everything.                   

Stamps – Lickie stickies     

Defibrillators = Hearty 

starty                             

Bumble bee – Fuzzy 

buzzy                      

Pregnancy test = Maybe 

baby                                       

Bra = Breastie nestie 

Fork = Stabby grabby 

Socks = Feetie heatie 

 


