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Just some of the team that spent the 

first weekend of January collecting 

Christmas trees for recycling …. in 

exchange for a small donation.                                                             

Project leader Mark Chambers and St. 

Luke’s representative Joanne Phillips 

were very pleased to announce that 

around £2,500 had been collect and that 

this sum would be split equally between 

St. Luke’s Hospice and Mayflower’s Kids’ 

Fund.  

Inside: 

Page 2: President Colin’s letter 

Page 3-7: Team reports 

Page 7: PP Barry Howe’s trip to Moldova 
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Page 9: Richard Rackham – “Covid the 

pandemic, and my role in it” 
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Soon back to face-to-face meetings! 

Despite January being traditionally a month “where nothing much 

happens”, Mayflower, typically, has managed to achieve quite a lot. 

From the impressive sum raised through the “Recycle your 

Christmas Tree” initiative (many thanks, Mark Chambers), of which 

half will go to St. Luke’s Hospice and the other half to our Kids’ 

Fund – to the decision to go ahead with, not only Soapbox Derby on  

 

 

Friday, June 3, but also a “Seven Decades of Music” event on Saturday, June 4, are yet 

further demonstrations of Mayflower’s commitment to “Service Above Self”. I’m sure we can 

look forward to everyone’s support for what I concede are quite ambitious, but nevertheless 

very worthwhile projects. However, Club Council’s proposal not to stage SummerFest this 

year as it would be too close to the Soapbox/Music Festival weekend for obtaining sponsors 

and support generally, was not agree to by club: it has been referred back to Fundraising to 

make a recommendation. 

It was great to see Barry Howe depart for, but more importantly return from Moldova 

where progress is slow but sure. 

In light of Omicron, it was decided to resurrect good ol’’ Zoom for our weekly meetings. 

However, this did not affect the quality of our speakers at all – from our own Richard 

Rackham’s account of his roles in the pandemic”, Amber Claughton’s presentation on her 

curtailed Aruba project (thanks, Covid!!), to a short talk from Ruth Stevenson about the 

Billericay Child Centre, we’ve been well-entertained. However, I think it was with a sigh of 

relief on the part of most members that it was decided that “normal” meetings at the football 

club will resume as from Wednesday, Feb 2. Don’t forget to register apologies on or before the 

Sunday prior to the meeting. 

Just a quick mention of the upcoming Charter Night on April 23. In theory, Charter Night is 

the current President’s “show”, but in light of the largely interrupted presidencies of Yvonne 

and Barry, I would like it to be a tripartite celebration. It would be just great to see as many 

of us attend as possible. We can look forward to a lovely meal and dancing to Eclipse! 

I was pleased to be able to progress development of the Men’s Shed, which will soon be up and 

running. It’s heartening to see that it is already very much anticipated by the local 

community. 

By the time you read this Barbara and I will be in Portugal. Away, but not away. I will of 

course be contactable daily, thanks to the magic of the internet! So do please get in touch. 

Regards, Colin  

Fell asleep at a party last night, and someone put a teabag in my mouth, I went mental! 

No one treats me like a mug! 
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Mayflower still supporting worthwhile causes 

 

 

 

  

 

Mayflower Rotary Kids Fund 

Kool Carers: The £250 donated by 

Waitrose was paid just before 

Christmas. Covid restrictions had 

made it impossible to run the 

planned parties, so the funds were 

used to buy selection boxes for the 

children. The District Grant report 

has been filed. 

Ramsden Hall School: As 

planned, £1,000 was donated to 

fund Christmas celebrations. This 

included £250 from Waitrose who 

also donated some chocolates. 

Barry will ask for photos which can 

be sent to Waitrose.  

Afghan Refugee Children: As 

agreed, £500 was donated to Kids 

Out to fund 20 toy boxes back into 

stock.  

Barrow Farm RDA: Karen Lehner 

had written to us seeking support 

for the current year. The farm 

faces significant cost pressures and 

has found it difficult to raise funds. 

It was agreed to recommend a 

donation of £1,000, which will 

fund a riding course for one child 

for a year. This was agreed by club 

and a “thank you” letter has been 

received(see later). 

Coop Fund 

Schools Ministry Billericay: No 

further funds have been requested 

and AH will seek an update on the 

project’s status.  

 

 

 

General Charity Fund 

Basildon Mind: Mind has gratefully 

acknowledged our pledge of a further 

£480 and will report once the 2 further 

courses this will fund are completed. 

Basildon Hospital Radio: Our 

donation of £1,000 was made at the 

Christmas Market, together with 

contributions from other clubs, making 

£2,500 in all and BHR will make up the 

balance from reserves to buy their new 

mixing deck. Good publicity was 

obtained from both the Christmas 

Market and BHR 

Essex Air Ambulance: As agreed, 

£500 has been donated. 

Billericay First Responders: This 

voluntary organisation is responsible 

for two defibrillators located on 

Billericay High Street. Each needs a 

new battery and pads at a total cost of 

£680. Additionally, they are aware of a 

further machine located at Sunnyside 

Pre-School which needs the same 

equipment but at a total cost of £250. 

It was agreed to recommend a 

donation of £930. This was agreed by 

club. 

Forget Me Not dementia support 

group: We funded a tea party for this 

group last Summer and they have 

approached us again, this time to pay 

for a coach outing to Southend in the 

Spring. It was agreed to recommend 

£500 for coach hire and refreshments. 

This was agreed by club. 

Hamelin House: HH is re-equipping 

its nine-room respite centre at Sutton 

Farm and has asked the club to fund 

televisions for its bedrooms.  

It was agreed to recommend a 

donation of £500, which would 

fund two TVs. Members thought 

the club would be interested in an 

update on the charity which now 

operates across the county and BH 

will seek a speaker. 

Foundation (Rita Dasgupta & 

Terry Gregson): 

Sun Corner Tree Planting: 

Although the original Sun Corner 

proposition has been dropped, 

Rita has been discussing 

alternative possibilities with 

Billericay Town who have similar 

objectives. 

Foundation and End Polio Now: 

It was agreed to propose our usual 

donation of USD 100 per member 

to Foundation. Assuming 45 

members and using the current 

exchange rate of 0.74 this means a 

commitment of GBP 3,330. We 

continue to keep a watching brief 

on EPN given the continued 

disruption in Afghanistan. This was 

approved by club. 

Citizens Advice Outreach 

(Edward Fortune): 

Another quarter’s activity has now 

completed, and a review is 

therefore due. 

International (Rita Dasgupta 

and Ganesh) 

Child Rescue Nepal: We have 

supported this British charity, 

which rescues children from 

slavery and trafficking, for some 20 

(continued next page)  

 

 

 

Andy Hunter – 

Service Projects 
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Mark Chambers 

- Club Admin. 

years and are listed as one of its 

main benefactors. Alistair 

explained that it is manned and 

managed by retired soldiers, both 

British and Gurkha, and covers its 

expenses from Gift Aid so that 

nothing is deducted from core 

donations. We have traditionally 

given £750 per year (although this 

has not been possible for the last 

two years) and it was agreed to 

recommend a further donation of 

that amount. Alistair will 

generously match this as he has 

always done. Club agreed to this 

proposal. 

Moldova: Barry joined the TEECH 

mission to Moldova as planned 

immediately after Christmas 

helping to deliver food parcels and 

gifts, many kindly donated by club 

members. Whilst there he visited 

another school and drew up plans 

for a toilet refurbishment including 

two cubicles and two urinals for 

boys, four cubicles for girls, 

associated washbasins, hand driers 

and plumbing, including a septic 

tank. The work would be done by 

Barry and his colleagues using 

materials partly sourced locally and 

partly in the UK at a total cost of 

£6,500. Barry is asking the club to 

contribute this in full although 

about £3,000 is already ringfenced 

and shown as committed. It was 

agreed to recommend this amount. 

Club agreed to make this up to 

£6,500 to allow another school in 

Moldova to have its toilets 

refurbished.                                  

Afghanistan: We discussed how 

best to fund aid to Afghanistan 

given the broken political system. 

The World Food Programme is 

providing food and UNHCR shelter, 

 

 

but the scale of these activities 

overshadows anything we could 

provide. It was therefore thought 

best to Support Médecins Sans 

Frontières, which is appealing for 

funds and can be relied on to 

deliver without political 

interference. A donation of £1,000 

was recommended, and this was 

approved by club.  

Philippines: Typhoon Rai, which 

struck immediately before 

Christmas, is estimated to have 

impacted 13m people and left 

500,000 homeless. Shelterbox is 

active locally and appealing for 

supporting funds. It was agreed to 

recommend £500, and this was 

approved by club. 

Aquabox: Aquabox is currently 

appealing for funds, having 

distributed over 1,500 filters 

benefiting 300,000 people in 2021. 

Desinations concerned include 

Yemen, Nepal and Gaza at a total 

cost exceeding £160,000 and funds 

are required to restock. It was 

agreed to recommend £500. This 

was agreed by club. 

Chennai: Ganesh is in touch with 

Rotarian colleagues in Chennai 

concerning a potential Global Grant 

project but there is no formal 

proposal at this stage. 

Tonga: The ongoing volcanic 

eruption was noted, but it is too 

soon to establish if and how best we 

could send aid. 

Support for the Elderly 

Bird Feeders: John Murray 

continues to replenish the bird 

feeders at Abbeyfield’s, Archer 

House and has adequate funds 

available at present. This service is 

much appreciated by the residents. 

Men’s Sheds: The building has 

now been fitted out and Colin 

Campbell is building benches. The 

project is amply funded from its 

own resources for now.  

Speaker donation: a donation of 

£150 to the Brentwood Catholic 

Children’s Society was approved by 

club. Andy Hunter 

Chair’s Report: Mark Chambers 

(MC) referred to the decision by 

members to continue to meet via 

Zoom for the rest of January. MC 

remarked that although District’s 

advice not to have face-to-face 

meetings was respected, it was for 

the Club members to come to their 

own democratic decision.   

Attendance: Chris Thurman (CT) 

asked if formal apologies were still 

required for the Zoom Business 

meeting in January. MC confirmed 

that apologies would still be 

required, and John Vaufrouard 

agreed to relay this message to 

Grahame Poel 

Membership: Alistair Moulds 

(AM) reported that of the 30 Big 

Eventers (“BEs”) signed up, 10 had 

helped out at BCM and that he will 

communicate the club’s thanks and 

update them on BCM outcome.                                              

MC commented that BEs should be 

(Continued next page)                                  



5 | P a g e  
 

  

  made to feel more involved, not 

only in the run up to events, but 

throughout the year. Colin 

Campbell has subsequently met 

some BEs for a drink and chat at 

the Cricket Club. 

AM advised that there was one 

potential member who will shortly 

be briefed and invited to the next 

face-to-face meeting, with three 

or four others vaguely in the 

pipeline. MC reported that there 

were three potential transfers 

from other clubs. 

CT inquired about the Club 

Directory and whether it was 

published yet. It was 

acknowledged that it was still 

outstanding, and that Yvonne 

Kyndt (YK) had worked tirelessly 

since taking this over in 2021 and 

that Stewart Ellis had been very 

busy, but it was in hand.  

Regalia: John Morris (JMo) 

reported that a club banner was 

still with Stewart Ellis for repair 

and that handover regalia will be 

ordered. 

Welfare: JMo reported on the 

welfare of various members. 

Social/Sport activities: John 

Murray (JMu) reported that there 

had not surprisingly been any 

takers for sports activities and that 

he will think about starting up his 

lotto game when we get back to 

face-to-face meetings. 

Websites/IT: In YK’s absence MC 

reported that all seemed to be 

running OK. 

Meetings/Programme: Nick 

Sillitoe (NS) reported that he had 

updated the speaker programme 

and that there were only three 

slots left to fill. All January 

speakers had been switched to 

Zoom meetings. 

CT inquired about the club’s 

Charter Night dinner/dance. MC 

confirmed that this was booked 

for April 23 at Ivy Hill. NS queried 

if this meant there would be no 

Club meeting on April 20. MC 

confirmed and NS said he would 

take date out of the diary and 

relay message to YK for the 

Newsletter. 

Publicity/PR: NS advised that he 

had had a follow up call with BBC 

Essex on BCM. 

Peter Walker asked if there had 

been any posting on the Billericay 

Discussion Facebook page to 

thank the public for their support 

at BCM and give feedback on 

outcome? NS said that he would 

raise with YK. YK reported that 

the response to the 

announcement on FB of the 

money raised had been fantastic. 

Mayflower Friends: In Derek 

Walter’s absence – nothing to 

report. 

AOB: MC advised that Quiz Night 

in February had been cancelled 

mainly through lack of support. 

MC asked if a February meeting 

was necessary? It was agreed 

that a decision would be made 

later in the month.                        

Mark Chambers 

 

Barry Fagg - 

Fundraising 

Billericay Christmas Market 

2021: David had reported to Club 

on the success of this event, which 

raised £40K taking account of all 

income sources including other 

charities and shops. This was only 

slightly below a “normal” year. It 

had been agreed to run it in 2022, 

with more reliance on Big Eventers.  

Christmas Tree Collection: Mark 

reported on the successful project 

which had raised about £2,500, 

including Gift Aid. This was more 

than in 2021 and suggests that the 

tactic of returning to previous 

participants was very effective as 

was leafleting new areas: 153 trees 

were collected compared with 135. 

The income will be divided 50/50 

between St. Luke’s and our own 

Kids Fund. Transport had to be 

hired, which needs to be 

reconsidered for this year’s 

collection? 

Music in the Garden: Colin 

reported that this event was largely 

planned with few matters 

outstanding. It was noted that this 

is to take place on July 19 - Father’s 

Day, but as it was essentially an 

event for members and friends this 

should not be an adverse factor. 

Other clubs in town will be invited. 

The ticketing invitation board would 

be circulated shortly but needed to 

include those members not 

attending face-to-face meetings at 

present. (Continued next page) 
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  The band was booked, food would 

be coordinated and cooked by 

Jane Moore and Stephanie 

Chambers. The Ops team will 

supply tables and chairs etc. 

Parking will be confirmed. Raffle 

prizes to be requested by Jane. 

February Quiz: cancelled but 

there is another arranged at the 

Tennis Club Saturday, March 5.  

Soap Box Derby: Colin outlined 

the extensive work undertaken to 

run the SBD event for the first 

time. This would be a challenge 

for the Mayflower Club and one 

he was sure members would 

respond to. However, the 

experience of Christmas Market 

was a reminder of the excellent 

support which could be given by 

others on the occasion of these 

events and particularly the Big 

Eventers. There was a briefing 

meeting on Thursday 20th at the 

Cricket Club to which the Big 

Eventers had been invited.                

SBD - Friday June 3 was 

confirmed, with set up on the 

Thursday both being Bank 

Holidays, the Queens Platinum 

Jubilee and the end of half term 

week. Although this was in 

competition with many other 

activities, it was considered to be 

able to attract sufficient support 

from the town and its hinterland. 

Colin proposed the idea of a 

Saturday music festival, which 

would use set resources more 

effectively, and make a bigger 

family event for the Bank holiday 

weekend. This would effectively 

make it four days, end-to-end for 

set up/take down. 

Advance ticket sales for both 

events would directly reflect 

support, which could inform 

publicity. Sales will be through 

Acorn/ Redbox/Stripe. About 6,000 

people are expected for both 

events.  

SBD is an established and popular 

event which the Club has taken 

over from the Lunchtime Club. The 

new, music event, on Saturday 

June 4, has an attractive family 

programme with four bands 

covering music over seven decades 

and will run from 15.00-20.00.          

For both events, but particularly 

the latter, weather will be a factor 

although advance ticket sales 

would offset the income loss in the 

event of adverse conditions. Both 

events are managed events with 

contained auditoriums.  

Action Areas 

Site Planning: For SBD, the road 

will be shut from 05.00 - 20.00. On 

the following day, the road will be 

reopened, and the field layout out 

modified using the same 

equipment. There will be arches at 

either end of the race road and a 

special launch ramp. The inflatable 

“sausages”/fencing is instore along 

with other items needed. These 

require a lot of work to erect and 

put advertising on. The staging for 

the music event has been discussed 

with the music operators and 

would be bought in and positioned 

for the two days and used for both 

events. A 12M screen would also 

be used for SBD with three-field 

cameras. There will be a kids play 

area on SBD day.  

 

 

Music generators will be outsourced.                

SBD Entrants /Publicity: There are 

only 15 entries to date and no 

additional response to the invitations 

sent out to previous entrants and to 

schools and colleges. Additional 

publicity and promo needed. Richard 

Leahy sought to obtain entrant listing 

to contact them again. The SBD stand 

at Christmas Market with flyers was 

important in attracting new entrants. 

Yvonne K is chasing the Dunmow 

Round Table to see if they would 

allow us to use their entrants listing 

for targeted marketing.  

Gary Moore has generously offered 

to support SBD with a new cup for 

the event (making four) and this was 

being considered by Colin for a 

publicity feature. Advertising is 

planned in local newspapers and all 

other media.  

Security: This would be a bigger 

undertaking than for BCM and needs 

to be bought in (Josh’s Team). The 

barriers will be double height for the 

music event to deter break-ins and 

would be part of the reconstruction 

challenge after SBD. Security needed 

Wednesday – Monday.                

First Aid: St. John’s may be replaced 

by Red Cross, with Noisy Phil’s team 

as First Responders.  

ESAG Impact Statement: Colin to 

see Tony Sprackling who would lead 

on this. No indications that the 

BBC/ECC are not wholly supportive, 

but both wanted the submissions 

closer to the event - 10 weeks out. 

 Printing: Crystal Print evaluating 

costs to include a programme. 

(Continued next page)  
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  Parking: alternatives to be considered for the two 

days, but to include NCP station if possible.  

Insurance: Mark to arrange through Bartlett’s.  

Barry Fagg 

 

Management: Event announcers - Ken Smith. Nick 

Lang would be monitoring stock car timings.  

Food and beverages: beer would be procured 

through the Coach & Horses with no risk of running out!                                                                                                     

Stalls for food and drink only on the field. No 

participating charities.  

 

  
Moldova’s “plumber in residence” (well, almost!) 

 

PP Barry Howe joined the TEECH mission to Moldova on Boxing Day to help deliver food parcels and gifts, 

many kindly donated by club members. Whilst there he visited another school and drew up plans for a toilet 

refurbishment including two cubicles and two urinals for boys, four cubicles for girls, and associated 

washbasins, hand driers and plumbing, including a septic tank. The work will be done by Barry and his 

colleagues using materials sourced partly locally and partly in the UK. Club takes great delight in supporting 

Barry in this initiative, which is obviously very close to his heart – unlike the urinal which very is close to ………! 
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Amber made the very best of a bad job 

 

 

 

 

 

Girl guide extraordinaire Amber 

Claughton opened her presentation 

by thanking us for our support.  She 

then gave her apologies that she 

wasn’t able to fulfil her promise to 

report on her trip to Aruba – but 

clearly it was through no fault of her 

own. Nevertheless, Amber 

proceeded to give us a very 

informative, lively, and enthusiastic 

account of the journey that led her 

from joining the Girl Guide 

movement at the age of five, to 

being the Guide leader she is now, 

and how a trip to Aruba morphed 

into an online experience. 

Amber went on to describe the 

challenge of running Guide groups 

in the time of Covid – stretching the 

imagination to its limits and trying a 

variety of activities. It was very 

difficult, and she warned us of the 

perils of making a lantern out of a 

tin can and a candle – via Zoom!! 

She soon went on to describe the 

GOLD (Guiding Overseas Linked with 

Development) projects that she’s 

been involved with. And indeed, the 

project that was planned for Aruba 

was under the auspices of GOLD., 

sadly this couldn’t happen in the  

 

 

One of the less 

successful online 

activities tried by 

Amber’s guide group. 

form intended so, as with so many 

other intentions, this had to be 

transformed into an on-line project. 

However, every effort was made to 

deliver the project, which consisted 

of: boosting leadership skills and the 

self-esteem of women on the island; 

recruiting more adult leaders; 

training new and existing leaders on 

leadership, managing a unit; 

promoting Guiding values; 

communication; World Association 

of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts 

(WAGGGS), and training techniques. 

And it wasn’t the disaster it might 

have been. Amber described the 

experience that her group gained  

 

Amber Claughton 

from trying to deliver the 

project virtually 

(YouTube videos, Zoom 

meetings, etc), to the 

activity packs that had to  

 
be prepared and sent. This all 

served to bond her own group of 

WAGGGS, which is the largest 

women's organisation in the 

world.                                                       

Amber now looks forward to 

being able to resume her travels 

to promote the great work of 

the Guiding movement.  

And the good news is that 

Amber has signed up to be one 

of our “big eventers”. It will be a 

joy to make the most of her 

enthusiasm and energy. Many 

thanks, Amber. 
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Covid the pandemic, and my role in it! 

 
Following on from his regular 

contributions about Covid to the 

Lockdown Specials that we 

published weekly during the first 

lockdown, Richard very kindly 

agreed to give us a summary of 

his role (or roles) during the 

course of the whole pandemic. 

We say “roles” – because as it 

turned out, Richard not only 

retained his role as Assistant 

Director Governance and 

Resilience NHS Blood and 

Transplant, as the pandemic 

deepened, he was given a role in 

the vaccine programme with the 

unbelievably impressive title: 

Deputy Director Vaccine Demand 

and Equalities and Head of Data 

and Analytics!! In words of one 

syllable, he was to get as many 

people vaccinated as possible. 

Richard gave us a reminder of the 

conditions imposed at the start of 

the pandemic, and also revealed 

that although there had been 

some preparations for a 

pandemic, the pandemic 

anticipated was ‘flu!! 

But what were the challenges of 

“lockdown” for the blood 

transfusion service? For a start, 

most people were confined to 

home, so attendance was way 

down. But even if they’d been 

able to attend a blood donation 

clinic, social distancing meant it 

was difficult to have the chairs 

far enough apart given that the 

venues were very often small, if 

available in the first place!                                          

But anyway, the demand for blood 

was an unknown quantity. As it 

turned out, although donations 

were down, surgical operations 

(obviously a major beneficiary of the 

transfusion service) were also down.                                                         

A huge issue, as we were all aware, 

was staff absence, and these varied 

enormously according to location.                                                          

The organ transplant program went 

into abeyance – huge lack of 

suitable donors (many deaths, but 

as Covid was the major culprit, 

organs were not able to be used 

because of the risk of infection). 

Also, recipients have to be rendered 

immunocompromised to receive a 

transplant.  However, this did mean 

that ITUs, normally given over to 

post-operative or trauma patients, 

became available for Covid patients.                                                 

There was a desperate shortage of 

PPE, staff being often reduced to 

fashioning bin bags and Marigolds 

into protective gear. Richard 

explained that although NHS 

England made up pallet-loads of PPE 

packs, as they were all generic, not 

all were able to be used as some 

areas relied on even more specialist 

PPE. 

Richard was then asked to run a 

“convalescence plasma “project 

where plasma is taken from patients 

who have recovered from Covid 

infection, with the hope that the 

Covid antibodies found therein 

might be useful in helping 

immunocompromised patients fight 

the illness. Unfortunately, this 

turned out to be not quite as 

promising as first hoped!                                                       

Richard Rackham  

The Blood Transfusion Service also 

happened to have the only 

laboratories in the world that, at 

that time, were capable of 

employing DNA technology to 

analyse samples in bulk, so there 

was, needless to say, a good deal 

of pressure on these lab services.  

When it came to the vaccine 

programme, again the challenges 

for Richard were many – his brief 

was to leave no-one behind!                 

Issues of accessibility and 

compliance were linked to factors 

such as ethnicity, disability, mental 

health, addiction, and 

homelessness, and quite simply the 

inability to locate particular groups, 

e.g. young folk that had left home 

but hadn’t changed GPs. etc. The 

huge problem was that there were 

no lists for these particular groups. 

But he was not to be thwarted! 

Initiatives such as text messaging 

(“protect your relatives”, “you’re 

right at the top of the queue” 

proved surprisingly successful, with 

over 2.5 million people contacted 

over a seven-day period. For 

multigenerational households, 

home visits proved very successful, 

whereas asking them to visit their 

GP for the vaccination didn’t. 

Vaccine buses visiting towns were 

very popular, as well as vaccine 

taxis.                                                     

Fingers crossed, with, the worst 

over, we sincerely hope that 

Richard can now take a breather! 

We don’t know about him, but we 

were exhausted just listening!!  

Well done, Richard, we’re very 

proud of you. 

 



10 | P a g e  
 

  

  

 
 

 

Join us for a Murder Mystery 

Evening Help solve the case ... 

Saturday 12th March 2022 at 

7.30pm 

£15 pp includes interval ice 

creams. 

Bring your own drinks, nibbles, 

and glasses.                                               

To book and for further details 

please email: 

billericaytownrotary@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Never shout into a colander. You’ll strain your voice! 

“Have you met my daughter Beth”? “What’s Beth short for”? “Well, she’s only three”. 

A priest, a vicar and a rabbit walked into a blood transfusion centre. The nurse asked the 

rabbit, “What blood type are you”? “I’m probably a type O”, replied the rabbit. 

I have three unwritten rules:                                                                                                                                  

1. ………………….                                                                                                                                                       

2. ………………….                                                                                                                                                           

3. …………………. 

mailto:billericaytownrotary@gmail.com
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Billericay Lions 

invite you to 

A Taste of Russia 

Saturday, 12th March 2022 at Emmanuel 

Church Hall, Laindon Road, Billericay 

7.00 for 7.30 pm 

Tickets are now on sale at £22.00 per person, and as demand for 

this popular evening will be high please book early. 

For tickets, please call 0345 833 9849, or at our bookstall outside 

Poundland in the High Street every Saturday morning, or email: 

russia@billericaylions.com  

All profits go to Lions Charities 

Billericay Lions is a Registered Charity – No. 1008040 

 

 

To those of us who just love Radio 4’s “I’m sorry I haven’t a clue” and countless other 

clever, comedy programmes to which Barry contributed, here, as an homage to the late, 

great Barry Cryer, is his very last joke.   

A man and his wife were out walking one day when they spot a bloke sitting alone in a 

bus shelter on the other side of the road. “That looks like the Archbishop of Canterbury 

over there”, says the woman. “Go and ask him if he is”. The husband crosses the road and 

asks the man if he is indeed the Archbishop of Canterbury, “P*** off”, says the man. The 

husband crosses back to his wife who asks. “What did he say? Is he the Archbishop of 

Canterbury?” “He told me to p*** off”, says the husband. “Oh, that’s a pity”, says the wife, 

“Now we’ll never know”.  

mailto:russia@billericaylions.com
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 Date                Speaker/Subject                     Host            VoT 

Feb 2      Lisa Green: Lennox Children's Cancer Fund       Stewart Ellis      Andy Hunter 

Feb 9      Ken Richmond: Norsey Wood Society        Rita Dasgupta     John Parry 

Feb 16     Debbie de Boltz: Farleigh Hospice               Barry Fagg      David Randall 

Feb 23     Fiona/Lee Howell?: GSE follow up               Edward Fortune   Yvonne Kyndt 

      

Mar 2      Business meeting: CIO approval – Colin Campbell    

Mar 9:    Jill Thompson/Graham Herbing: MIND       Terry Gregson        TBC 

Mar 16    Natasha: Changing Pathways                Ifor Roberts       Keith Dewis 

Mar 23    Business meeting: Colin Campbell   

Mar 30    Karl Lumbers: Trinity House                 Nick Sillitoe        TBC 

      

Apr 6     John (Rambo): Army life (TBC)       Barry Howe        TBC 

Apr 13    No meeting- Easter 

Apr 20    No meeting     

Apr 23    Charter Night: Ivy Hill Hotel - Colin Campbell   

Apr 27    Business meeting: Colin Campbell   

      

May 4     Scatter reports: Colin Campbell   

May 11   Peter Hickey: Mary's Meals                    TBC             TBC 

May 18               TBC      

May 25    AGM     

      

Jun 1      Soapbox Derby briefing – Colin Campbell     

Jun 8      Soapbox Derby debrief – Colin Campbell     

Jun 15          TBC    

Jun 22     Club Assembly     

Jun 29     President’s Handover  
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Barrow Farm Riding for the Disabled expresses thanks 

 

 

Somebody just threw a bottle of omega 3 capsules at me.                                                                                                                    

I only have super fish oil injuries: I'm lucky I wasn't krilled! 

I was in the pub doing a crossword, and I said to my Scottish mate, “I’m stuck on one: 

“Trapped on a desert island – eight letters, starting with M”. He said “Marooned”. I said, 

“Thanks, I’ll have a pint of lager then”. 

Every time I flip a coin, it lands on its side…..  I can't make heads or tails of it. 

I came home from an auction yesterday with a signed photo of Ronnie Corbett, while my 

mate took home a signed photo of Ronnie Barker.                                                                              

It was a good buy from me and a good buy from him... 

Breaking news. Pedigree Chum are in a financial crisis and have had to call in the 

retrievers. 

 

Colin Campbell - 30th January 2022 

Rotary Club Billericay Mayflower 

 

 

Dear Colin,                                                                                                                                                                                                  

A big thank you to the Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower for supporting Barrow Farm riders.  As you are aware 

your recent donation of £1,000 will provide riding for one of our riders for a year.   

Just after the lockdowns we asked our riders what being back to riding meant to them.  These are the 

comments from two of our parents, both looking at a different benefit from their son’s riding:  

It's very difficult to buy gifts for H but because he has always been keen on coming to Barrow Farm and riding 

his grandparents bought him his own hat and new boots for Christmas so once again fantastic, he now has a 

hobby that family can support. 

Riding is J’s only hobby and the only thing he enjoys everything                                                                                                 

else just makes him have a meltdown, so this is our lifeline.                                                                                                                

J is relaxed whilst riding and smiles.      

Here’s one of our special school riders enjoying being out in                                                                                                          

the woods! 

With kind regards and my personal thanks, 

Karen 

Karen Lehner          

Vice Chairman, Trustees 
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Autopsy Club meeting 

Saturday. Open Mike Night. 

Comedy Corner! 

 I don’t normally brag about my expensive 

trips, but I just got home from the vet’s. 

 

 

 

 

Some of my 

friends 

exercise every 

day. 

Meanwhile, 

I’m watching 

a programme 

I don’t like 

because the 

remote has 

fallen on the 

floor? 

For her 

birthday, I 

took my wife 

to an orchard, 

and we stood 

there looking 

at the trees 

for half an 

hour.               

It wasn’t the 

Apple Watch 

she was 

expecting, 

apparently. 

 
 


