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Another disrupted Christmas! It’s not for no reason 

that OMICRON is an anagram of MORONIC 

Well, after a great BCM event we can all relax and look 

forward to a Christmas spent with family and friends (if 

Boris lets us!). I think the way forward is regular testing and 

avoiding as many unsupervised gatherings as possible to 

enable us to enjoy our traditional seasonal activities, 

together. 

All who attended our Christmas Party 

reported that they enjoyed the evening 

and I have had no reports of any 

infections, which was a great relief to us 

all.                                                                     

My thanks go to Yvonne and Mark for 

their assistance with the arrangements. 

With the continuing increase in 

infections, we have decided that our 

first meeting in the New Year, January 

4 will be a Zoom meeting and will be the 

BCM official debrief.  Thereafter, we will 

take a week-by-week decision on face-to-

face meetings at BTFC.                                       

Our program is pretty full, and we are                                                  

 

in discussions with our speakers to see if 

their talks can be held by Zoom, if 

required.                                                    

Our fundraising plans are now focused 

on BSBD and a possible Music Festival 

at Sun Corner on June 3 and June 4, 

respectively. 

It just remains for me to wish all 

members on behalf of Barbara and 

myself a peaceful and restful Christmas 

and New Year with your friends and 

family. I look forward to a more positive 

start to 2022. 

Regards, Colin. 

 
And for your delectation – the Magnificent Mr McEvoy! 
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The Christmas Party 

Well, we just made it despite that pesky virus 

and with any luck we got away with it! This 

time! 

Members and their partners met at the Ivy 

Hill Hotel to celebrate the season with a 

lovely three-course meal and some table 

distractions. A quieter affair than has been 

usual in the past, but appropriate for the 

circumstances.  

The lovely 

Irene 

Bourne 

with Mike, 

just back 

from 

visiting 

family in 

the US 

Jan and 

Frank 

Pamplin, 

clearly in the 

party mood 

Mark and Stephanie Chambers April and Finlay MacLeod  

Angie and Barry Fagg 

 
Nicola Moulds and Derek Colby 
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Yvonne Colby and Kate Morris – catching up 

 

 

John Morris and Sri 

Kate and John Morris 

Great to see Jan Howe and Sylvia Owen 

 

A short speech from President Colin 

Barry and Jan Howe 

L to R: 

Nick, 

Jane, 

and Colin 
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Steve McEvoy with John Parry Pauline and David Randall 

President Colin Campbell with the lovely Jane Sillitoe 

Nick “back from Spain” Sillitoe with Jane Hon Treasurer Derek Collyer with Vicky Collyer 

Janine Watson with Barry Howe 
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Barbara Campbell and Steve Abbott 
Frank Pamplin and Irene Bourne  

Sri and Karuna Srivastava 

 

 

 

Grahame Poel with Jan Pamplin 

Pamplin 

  

 

 

 

Mike Bourne and Val Poel 

President Colin and Barbara Campbell 

And the winning quiz table – it smacked of a mis-spent 

youth, Stephanie – but very well done!! 
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After three years at Bow Street, 

Peter moved on to West End 

Central, an area well known for 

ponces and prostitutes, which as 

one can imagine led to all sorts of 

interesting “encounters”.  

He was also on duty when the 

Beatles were playing locally – 

leading to the story about, “when 

Ringo invited me in for a drink!”.                                                               

It then occurred to Peter that he 

might like to try his hand at CID. But 

threatened with divorce if he did, 

didn’t! So, he moved south…. to 

Peckham, where the Commander 

said to him, “You’re too young – go 

home and grow a moustache!!”. 

His first arrest there was of a couple 

who were found enjoying 

themselves rather too much in the 

back of a mini. The defence argued 

that: ” You can’t have sex in the 

back of a mini”. The Judge deferred 

the case for two weeks, returning to 

say, “You CAN have sex in a mini”. 

The couple was convicted!! 

There followed shortly a promotion 

to sergeant and a move to a police 

house in Hornchurch, where he was 

the youngest police officer in the 

whole of Havering, meaning that he 

was minded to “ask” constables” to 

do things rather than order them!  

Peter then described a number of 

cases ranging from drink/driving, to 

shoplifting, leaving us in doubt as to 

the inventiveness of the human 

mind when faced with the law. 

There followed a move to Scotland 

Yard, and then to Plaistow as a 

traffic officer. 

From PC to JP - a story from Peter Dowse 

 

Now, a funny thing happened to 

Brentwood Breakfast’s Peter Dowse on 

the way to the station (police station, 

that is!). In fact, LOTS of funny things 

happened as it turned out. 

It was great to welcome back old friend 

Peter Dowse recently. Peter 

entertained us with stories stretching 

back to his early days as a very young 

PC at Bow Street.                                          

He explained how it was very much a 

drinking culture at that time, and on a 

weekly wage of £10.50/week, he 

attended court every day to make a bit 

more money. And with a 24-hour pub 

opening because of the market, there 

was no shortage of opportunities to 

attend court – and the pub!! 

Unfortunately, on one occasion the 

presiding magistrate at Bow Street 

court remarked that a certain Constable 

Dowse was perhaps slightly more 

inebriated than the defendant!! 

 
The Bow Street Runners – Peter is 

the one mounted! 

A funny story from this time 

involved a visit to a house to 

follow up a “nicked” car. 

Peter was not a little 

surprised to find a horse in 

the kitchen. When asked why 

there was a horse in the 

kitchen, the owners said 

indignantly, “Well, where else 

am I going to put him??!!”. 

The next move to Leyton 

Police station came with the 

added bonus (???) of being 

able to watch Leyton Orient 

regularly.  

A series of moves and 

promotions ensued, with 

Peter ending up in training 

school, (where he worked 

with Dave Eagles!!).  

Eventually, Peter decided that 

he would like to serve on the 

other side of the bench, and 

became a magistrate in the 

youth court, which brought 

with it another series of 

entertaining stories, including 

the one about the young 

cockney traffic officer who on 

swearing his oath declared 

that he would “tell the truth, 

the whole truth and anything 

but the truth”!! 

Serving in the youth court 

obviously stood Peter in good 

stead as he continues his 

commitment to young people 

through his work with Youth 

in Rotary.                            

Thank you, Peter, a very 

entertaining evening! 

L to R: Peter Dowse, Barbara 

Campbell, President Colin Campbell 
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Snippets 

Members were 

greeted with a glass 

of bubbly at a recent 

meeting.                   

The occasion? Derek 

Colby’s 80th birthday. 

Congratulations, 

Derek. Cheers! 

Congratulations to 

John and Dorothy 

Vaufrouard who 

have FINALLY 

moved home.  

Our late, and much lamented friend Peter Owen seemingly has granddaughters who very definitely have 

inherited his sense of humour, and who thought it appropriate to take a photo of their Granny, Sylvia with her 

tongue poking out. Hang on a minute though, Sylvia, seen here with granddaughter Natasha at Christmas 

Market, perhaps should have thought about the wisdom of the pose given Hannah was abroad with her 

camera! 

 
 

Spot the difference!! 
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More Snippets 

A message from Sylvia Owen and family 

We would just like to thank you all for the cards, well wishes, and contributions made 

to Peter’s JustGiving page. There was an unbelievable £1,700 raised and this has now 

been split between the British Heart Foundation and St Luke's.  

Thank you so much to you all. We hope you have a merry Christmas and a happy New 

Year. From, Sylvia and Family. 

 

 

 

A few extra pics from BCM 2021 

Anyone recognise these three n’er do 

wells? Answers on a postcard to ……. 

And no, the one on the left is NOT a 

sleeping Barry H!! 
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Comedy corner 

 

 

Three years I 

studied for my 

ballet degree, and 

I got was a 2:2!! 

Have you heard; 

the cost of origami 

material has gone 

up tenfold! 

 


