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Rotary in Action! 

Billericay Christmas Market 

Event Manager David Randall, 

kicking off the BCM Waitrose 

promotion on a very bright, but 

very chilly Sunday morning. 
  

Inside:                                        

Page 2: “From our President”     

Pages 3 & 4: SGM and Team reports                        

Page 5: Rotary Christmas Toy Box                                       

Page 6: Visit from DG Keith 

Brownlie                                       

Page 7: Lytham Gin talk                      

Page 9 and 10: Mayflower Ladies 

news  

 Email: yvonne@kyndt.net     

Website: mayflowerrotary.org                                     
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts  

 

http://www.mayflowerrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts
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The wanderer returns! 

Whilst I have been away, I hear that our meeting with the “Gin 

Lady” was a great success with a few orders being placed.                                                                                    

District Governor Keith informs me he and his wife had a very 

enjoyable evening with us and my thanks go to you all for making 

their evening memorable.                                                                                                   

Well, whilst I was away swanning around in Portugal, David 

Randall and his team thought that they were putting the finishing 

touches to BCM, on Sunday, December 5. So, it was a great  

 

 

 

 
 

disappointment to us all to learn that in view of the emergence of the new Omicron 

Coronavirus variant, it will be impossible to ensure that the library will be a totally safe 

environment. Therefore, it is with great reluctance that the market is cancelled for all 

Library participants.                                                                                                                

Let’s just hope now that the weather stays kind to us on the day. As usual I would ask that we 

all try and do our bit on the day to spread the workload: I know David would appreciate 

your assistance. 

Our first meeting in December is a pre-BCM information evening and will follow the usual 

format, but starting at 7.30pm, with a buffet supper at around 8.15pm. Timings, Parade, Ops, 

and H&S will be discussed, so please make every effort to attend. I’m sure that the community 

is looking forward to supporting us on the day: let’s hope that there are no further restrictions 

in place to scupper our well-laid plans. I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at 

our meeting on December 1. Best wishes, Colin 

. 

 

Paying our respects  

 

Although a solemn occasion, it was very heartening to see 

so many people in the High Street paying their respects at 

the Service of Remembrance on Sunday, November 14. 

Particularly warming was the sight of representatives of 

Billericay’s three Rotary clubs, side-by-side.  

 

 

L to R: President Gytha Washington (Billericay 

Town); Barry Howe (Past President Billericay 

Mayflower); President Les Sheppard (Billericay). 
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Special General Meeting 

  

 

 
Service Projects 

 

Edward Fortune 

for Andy Hunter – 

Service Projects 

• President for the Rotary Year 2022/23 – Mark 

Chambers  

• First Vice-President 2022/23 (Potential 

President 2023/24) – Barry Fagg 

• Second Vice President 2022/23 (Potential 

President 2024/25) – no nominations 

• Honorary Treasurer 2022/23 – Derek Collyer 

• Honorary Secretary 2022/23 – Ian Miller                                                                 

Both Secretary and Treasurer said that they 

would carry on for one further year. 

The Club accounts for 2020/21 were approved by 

the meeting. 

AGM of the CIO - The CIO accounts for 2020-21 

were not ready as they need to be loaded into 

the new software. It was resolved that an SGM 

will be held in February 2022 to approve them.  

Secretary’s Items - Eve Conway, who the Club 

voted for, has been elected RI Director for 2023-

25. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Items - there was:                                                             

£421 in the Project Fund (Club money)                                                                           

£2703 in LH fund                                                                          

£5506 in the Kids’ fund                                                                 

£6310 remaining unallocated in charity account for 

donation. 

 

 

• We have received a £500 

donation from Waitrose.                                           

The following proposals were 

recommended:                                

£250 to Kool Carers for a 

Christmas Party from the 

Waitrose donation 

• £1000 to Ramsden Hall for 

Christmas celebrations (£250 

from Waitrose and £750 from 

the Club (Kids’ fund) 

 

• £500 to KidsOut to restock the 

boxes recently delivered to 

Afghan children being re-settled 

locally (Kids’ fund). This will pay 

for 20 boxes. 

• The MIND counselling money for 

local students has been used up.  

An additional £480 for a further 

two courses of 6 sessions 

(General fund) will be donated. 

• £500 to Essex Air Ambulance. 

(General fund). This is the DG’s 

charity this year and will get a 

30% bonus from Global Giving if 

paid on November 30. 

• £350 to TEECH for fuel for their 

next trip (General fund). The 

alternative sum of £175 was also 

proposed to fund a one-way trip 

for Barry!!  

 

BOSP are looking for £8k towards a 

minibus, but say they need the 

money before Christmas to secure 

the bus they want. We would not 

be able to make a substantial 

donation until after BCM.   

The Basildon Hospital Radio 

project is £1k short of the £3,272 

required.  Andy is still chasing 

other Clubs for donations, but this 

needs to be wrapped up asap (we 

have committed £1k). 

The Sun Corner tree planting is not 

going ahead, as despite numerous 

approaches, no response has been 

received from Basildon Council. 

Edward Fortune for Andy 

Hunter 

L to R: Frank Pamplin, Mark Chambers, Ian 

Miller, Derek Collyer, David Randall 
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Fundraising 

 

Barry Fagg - 

Fundraising 

The February casino event is not 

looking promising due to venue, 

catering, and attendee 

concerns. The committee is 

therefore recommending that 

the event does not go ahead at 

this stage. 

 

it will be much easier to organise 

on this occasion.  

Carols @ the Colbys’ will be on 

December 10. 

A board has been started for the 

Club Quiz night on February 5, at 

Stock Village Hall. 

There will also be a Quiz at the 

Tennis Club on March 5.                  

Barry Fagg 

It was noted that we have not 

formally cancelled Summerfest for 

2022.                                                  

We also need to confirm that we 

have sufficient entries for Soapbox 

Derby. An update is needed from 

the President when he returns. 

The Christmas Tree collection is 

going ahead again this year. We 

have the contact details from the 

people that took part this year, so  

 

 
Club Admin 

 

Mark 

Chambers – 

Club Admin. 

• Attendance in October was 53% (65% ignoring members on leave of 

absence). 

• One of the two potential new members has signed up to be a Big 

Eventer, the other is still interested and may attend meetings in the New 

Year. 

• The BCM briefing meeting will start at the earlier tile of 7.30pm. There 

will be several visitors. Dinner will be a buffet. 

• The speaker plan was nearly complete for the rest of the Rotary Year.                                  

Mark Chambers 

 

 

 

Gordon, 

Just to let you know that Mayflower Rotary 

voted £500 last night to support your Toy Box 

appeal. We hope that this goes some way 

towards restocking your cupboard after the 

Afghan refugee donations. 

Many thanks for all you do. 

Andy Hunter 

26 November 2021 

Dear Andy,  

That’s absolutely brilliant - please pass on my 

thanks to all at Mayflower Rotary. We have just 

received (yesterday) a request for hundreds more 

toys for Afghan children, so we will use this money 

to provide.  

Many thanks indeed.  

Gordon Moulds (CEO, KidsOut) 

Recent correspondence: 
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Be civilised! 

 ROTARY Christmas Toy Box initiative 2021 

KidsOut will supply Toy Boxes directly to your local Refuge(s).     

£25 per child buys £80 toys delivered in time for Xmas.  

Thank you for your donations being pledged and coming in, but it is not too late if you have 
not yet done so,  

IMPORTANT:  To avoid any confusion, it would be very much appreciated if clubs would read and follow the 

Registration Process as detailed below: 

Clubs should register on-line FIRST before making/sending any donation. 

If donating using BACS payment: 

Account name: KIDS OUT UK   

Metro Bank; Account Number - 24488047; Sort Code – 23 05 80 

NB: The BACS payment reference box only allows for a maximum of 12 characters including spaces. Clubs 

need to note this, and compile their own BACS reference, which needs to be included on their KidsOut on-line 

registration form before making a BACS transfer. This will allow KidsOut to identify Clubs by their BACS 

payment. 

OR 

Payment by CHEQUE:  made payable to KidsOut UK   

Send to: KidsOut, 14 Church Square, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 1AE  

Complete on the reverse with the following details: 

FULL club name PLUS club email contact address  

Register your club’s interest by copying and pasting this link into your browser: Rotary Christmas Toy Box Initiative 
2021 - KidsOut 

It’s not too late for clubs to donate -  

Pam Watson Jones    E:  pwj02@aol.com 

Kids Out Ambassador   

 

Years ago, anthropologist 

Margaret Mead was asked by a 

student what she considered to be 

the first sign of civilisation in a 

culture. The student expected 

Mead to talk about fishhooks or 

clay pots or grinding stones. 

But no: Mead said that the first 

sign of civilisation in an ancient 

culture was a femur (thighbone)  

 

evidence that someone has taken 

time to stay with the one who fell, 

has bound up the wound, has carried 

the person to safety and has tended 

the person through recovery. Helping 

someone else through difficulty is 

where civilisation starts. 

We are at our best when we serve 

others. Be civilised. 

 

that had been broken and then 

healed. Mead explained that in 

the animal kingdom, if you break 

your leg, you die. You cannot run 

from danger, get to the river for a 

drink or hunt for food. You are 

meat for prowling beasts. No 

animal survives a broken leg long 

enough for the bone to heal.                  

A broken femur that has healed is 

https://www.kidsout.org.uk/forms/rotary-christmas-box/
https://www.kidsout.org.uk/forms/rotary-christmas-box/
mailto:pwj02@aol.com
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Mayflower welcomes DG Keith (and his purple friend) 

 
Some good news – a new club. Danbury and Villages was 

chartered within three months of starting out and can now 

boast a membership of 24.                                                              

Dunmow RC is sponsoring a new club, Takely.                            

The Garrison in Colchester is setting up a club for veterans and 

their partners.                                                                                   

Tendring has set up a new Interact club and there is a new 

satellite club in Canvey.  

However, the goal for all clubs is not just to recruit more 

members but, to make membership a more diverse one at that.  

Keith concluded by introducing Nessie, a very attractive purple 

relative of the Loch Ness monster. He is encouraging all clubs in 

the District to use Nessie to motivate fundraising tea parties in 

aid of the End Polio Now campaign. As he reminded us, “We’re 

“this close” to eliminating this dreadful disease”.                                      

And finally, Keith was very appreciative of the fact that Carol 

had become his long-suffering chauffeuse over the past 

eighteen months, for which he will be eternally grateful!!  

 

It was great to welcome DG Keith Brownlie and his wife 

Carol at a recent meeting. After a cheerful introduction 

from PDG Nick Sillitoe, Keith described the four key 

themes of his time in office (and a double turn at that!!). 

 

1. Teamwork – essential for moving 

forward at this tricky time 

2. Membership – Keith also talked about 

the importance of mentoring to 

encourage new members 

3. Foundation – Rotary’s own charity, has 

been receiving less and less from 

members in recent years: Keith 

emphasised the importance of members 

supporting one of the most effective and 

efficient of all charities. 

4. Youth – clearly by encouraging young 

people we’re training up Rotarians of the 

future.                                                             

Keith explained that to improve efficiency in 

these challenging times, several Districts had 

“clubbed together”, to form “multi-Districts”, 

and these had identified that a key to 

engaging younger people was environmental 

issues.                                                                         

There are 1.2 million Rotarians worldwide: 

current RI President, Shekhar Mehta wants 

to see 1.3 million in the near future, but 

more importantly does not want to see 

numbers diminish!!                                                                                   

Keith went on to stress the importance of 

Vice-Presidents attending multi-District PETs. 

 

PDG Nick Sillitoe introducing DG Keith 

Brownlie 

It’s for you, 

Keith! 

L to R: Vice-President Mark Chambers, Carol 

Brownlie, DG Keith, PDG Nick 
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Returned to the fold! 

 

Nick and Jane, flying the (Rotary) flag 

There was a strange face at club last week! But on closer 

inspection it turned out to be our old friend Nick Sillitoe – 

remember him!! Absent for several weeks, Nick and his lovely wife 

Jane had been flying the Rotary flag at their adopted Spanish club 

in Mijas, where they have a home. Nick reported back to members 

that the Mijas club were very active on the Environment (Rotary’s 

new and seventh focus of interest). This largely took the form of 

beach litter picks, where the quantity of plastic waste was shocking 

and likely reflecting what can be found the world over. 

There was much 

discussion amongst 

members about how 

Mayflower could 

best approach this 

vitally important 

issue. Nick is going to 

arrange a talk from a 

fellow Rotarian, who 

spoke at Forum, and 

who has some  

  
Sadly, no samples! 

 

Sara Dewhurst had the dubious 

distinction of being our very first 

Zoom speaker at a club meeting. 

Sara began her presentation with a 

little information about herself. A 

self-confessed chemistry geek, her 

love of plants and interest in 

biologically active compounds 

finally led to her move into gin-

making via teaching and running 

her own delicatessen business. 

Inspired by her grandmother who 

thought that the secret to a long  

life was, “to have a Guinness 

everyday…. but you need to let it 

down with a drop of gin”. 

She confirmed this by describing 

how juniper berries contain 

medicinal terpenes that had been 

used in folk medicine for thousands 

of years to treat respiratory and 

circulatory problems. Sara applied 

for a licence, and after eight weeks 

of continuous distillation finally 

produced something that tasted 

good. That was in 2018, by 2021 she 

was a winner in the Gin Guide. Sara 

then told us a little of the history of 

gin and gin-like spirits. She 

recounted the origin of the phrase 

“Dutch courage”, dating back to the 

mid-1600s and the Thirty Years’ 

war, English and Dutch soldiers 

would swig on Jenever, a spirit very  

 

similar to gin. William of Orange 

brought Jenever to Britain, which 

became cheaper than beer because 

of tax breaks!!. This goes some way 

to explaining Hogarth’s Gin Lane, 

and gin’s reputation as “mother’s 

ruin”! It took a long time for gin to 

be rehabilitated!!                                                 

Of course, the secret to a good gin is 

the right mix of botanicals with the 

alcohol. Sara has been hugely 

successful in developing a “Rotary” 

gin, all in an effort to raise money 

for the End Polio Now campaign. 

She followed up her talk with the 

message below: “If anyone wants to 

try Lytham gin, here is a coupon 

code for 15% off. Use BILLERICAY15 

at SandgrownSpirits.co.uk”.            

For the End Polio Now gin, email: 

Herbert Chatters: 

Ossington@me.com  

 

Sara Dewhurst of Lytham Gin 

expertise in the field of managing plastic 

waste. 

mailto:Ossington@me.com
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District Forum news 

Date for your diary - Billericay Town’s Winter Warmer 

 

 

Main points from the recent hybrid 

District Forum. 

• There was an appeal to increase 

members’ support of Foundation. 

• District is currently operating on a 

“multi-District” basis. It was 

decided that the youth 

competitions would NOT be 

conducted as a cluster, but purely 

at a District level. 

• St Martin’s school in Shenfield 

will be hosting the Young Chef 

competitions. The timetable for 

all of the competitions will 

appear in the next edition of the 

District Bulletin, but in the 

meantime, application forms can  

be found on the District 

website.   

• Two “People of Action” awards 

were presented: the first to 

Gloria Nichols (Brentwood 

Breakfast) for her sterling work 

with Mary’s Meals; the second 

was presented to Ian 

McMeekan (Colchester) for his 

continued support of the 

“Purple Pinkie”- End Polio Now 

campaign. 

• Several trophies were 

presented: Rayleigh Mill won 

the trophy for the “Best 

Newsletter”. Several trophies 

were awarded for successes in 

District sports competitions. 

• There was an appeal for 

members to put themselves 

forward to serve as 

Assistant Governors. 

• Clubs were also strongly 

encouraged to appoint a 

Chair for the Environment  

• Keith made an appeal to 

support his chosen charity – 

Essex & Herts Air 

Ambulance. 

The meeting was not without its 

technical difficulties, but it’s a 

brave new world we’re living in, 

and adaptation takes time! 
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Kicking off the Christmas season at the Taylors 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

It was lovely to receive an invitation to 

Deborah and Gavin Taylor’s home for mince 

pies and mulled wine recently. This has 

become very much a tradition for the 

Mayflower ladies, who took full advantage of 

the said mince pies, lemon drizzle cake, 

flapjacks, tea, coffee and of course the 

mulled wine.                                                                      

It was so good to meet up with old friends 

some of whom hadn’t seen each other for 

many months. A huge “thank you” to 

Deborah and Gavin (who was tasked with 

cleaning the family silver in honour of our 

visit!!). Ed.  

Jane Sillitoe and Liz 

Campbell 

Some of us 

have to work to 

do, Deborah!! 

L to R: Liz, Jill 

Roberts, Sylvia 

Owen, Pam 

Breathwick 

L to R: Jill, Sylvia, and Pam 

 

L to R: Stephanie Chambers, 

Angie Fagg, Barbara 

Campbell, Lakshmi Ganesan  

Gavin still 

hard at it, 

WFH 

During the proceedings, Barbara 

Campbell canvassed opinions about 

future outings. It was thought that a 

visit to Warley Place plus St. Mary’s 

the Virgin church, Great Warley at 

the end of April was a very good 

start.   
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Mayflower Ladies – glowing! 

 

 

 

Mayflower Ladies recently visited RHS 

Hyde Hall and its “Time to glow” light 

show. Everyone thought that it was 

nothing short of spectacular: judging by 

the photos, they’re not wrong! 

L to R: Jane 

Sillitoe, John 

Malbon, Deborah 

Taylor 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/hyde-hall/whats-on/hyde-hall-

glow  

Another success story from one of 

our charities. 

Three young sisters aged 6, 8 and 9 

were struggling after their parents 

were tragically killed last year by a 

lightning strike. Instead of happily 

attending school, they became a 

burden to their relatives. Their uncle 

took them in, providing shelter and 

food in his home, but they had to 

drop out from school as he could not 

afford to buy the necessary 

equipment needed (stationery, 

uniform and school bag). When their 

school re-opened after the first 

lockdown in November 2020, 

the girls didn't return. The teachers 

were worried about them and 

visited the children to find out what 

was going on. When they reached 

the uncle's home, the team found 

that the uncle was planning to send 

9-year-old Nita to Chitwan city to 

work as a domestic labourer. When 

the teacher asked the uncle why he 

wanted to send Nita away, he kept 

silent for some time and looked at 

the floor. Then said quietly, “I do 

not have any other option, I can't 

afford the equipment that they 

 

need for school. I cannot pay 

for stationery, books and 

uniform. I can barely provide 

two meals a day - so how can I 

send them to school?”.                                               

The school immediately 

contacted us and we confirmed 

that we could provide each girl 

with a yearly educational 

bursary. We are now regularly 

providing bursaries for these 

girls and will continue to 

support them and monitor their 

progress. The sisters are very 

pleased to be back at school 

with their friends. Jo Bega 

 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/hyde-hall/whats-on/hyde-hall-glow
https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/hyde-hall/whats-on/hyde-hall-glow
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Programme  

Feb 02: Lisa Green: Lennox Children's Cancer Fund 

Feb 05: Mayflower Quiz: Stock Village Hall 

Feb 09: Ken Richmond: Norsey Wood Society 

Feb 16: Debbie de Boltz : Farleigh Hospice 

Feb 23: Business meeting: Zoom 

Mar 02: Fiona/Lee Howell tbc: Group Study 

Exchange follow-up 

Mar 09: tbc  

Mar 16 Natasha: Changing Pathways 

 Mar 23: Business meeting  

Mar 30 Partner's evening: Trinity House tbc 

 

Dec 01: BCM briefing at BFC: David Randall 

Dec 08: Peter Dowse: From PC to JP 

Dec 10: Carols at the Colbys’  

Dec 13: Christmas party: at Ivy Hill 

Dec 15: No meeting 

Dec 22: No meeting   

Dec 29: No meeting      

Jan 05: David Randall: BCM debrief  

Jan 12: Richard Rackham/Ruth Stevenson: Covid/ 

Billericay Child Contact  

Jan 19: Amber Claughton: Girl guide trip to Aruba 

Jan 26 Business meeting   

 

 
March 21 and 23                                                      

April 25 and 27                                                          

May 23 and 25 (AGM)                                          

June 20 (2022-23 Members),                                          

June 22 (Assembly)                                                                

June 29 (Handover) 

 

 

December: No meeting 

2022 

January 2, 4 and 26                                                    

February 22 (Tuesday) and 23                                        

Council/Business meetings 

 

Two pirates, Walter and Thomas, meet in a bar. Thomas has a patch over one eye, a hook for a 

hand, and a wooden peg leg. “Ye gads, matey,” says Walter. “What happened to ya?”                                                            

Thomas says, “Me pirate ship was attacked, and a lucky shot lopped off me leg. So now I got me 

a wooden peg.” 

“And ya hand?” asks Walter. 

“When me ship sank, a shark bit me hand off. So now I got me a hook.” 

“Well, what’s with the eye patch?” 

“I was standin’ on the dock, and the biggest seagull I ever saw c***s right in me eye.” 

“But ya don’t go blind from no seagull c**p”. 

“True,” says Thomas. “But it was me first day with the hook.” 
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 Chuckles 

 
 

 

 

 

 

My sort of Advent calendar!! 

 

 

A photon is going through 

airport security. At check-in she 

was asked if she had any 

luggage. The photon replied: 

“No, I’m travelling light”. 


