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Work continues at the Men’s Shed in Lake Meadows. President Colin 

Campbell, Barry Howe, and Chris Drage are seen here having almost 

completed the insulation stage of the renovations – Rotary at work – again! 

Inside:                                                                                                                                          

Committee reports – Page 3 – 5                BuildAid Presentation – Page 7            

Billericay Town Football Club – Page 8         Speaker Programme – Page 10 

Snippets – Page 11                                             Comedy Corner – Page 12 
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President jetting off – if he’s lucky!! 

Well just as I’m getting the hang of this President lark, I am 

swanning off to Portugal for a break at the seventh time of asking 

re: cancelled flights. 

So, for the month of November, I will be leaving you in the capable 

hands of Mark who will keep you in check, and if I could ask all of 

you that are attending the Christmas Party Dinner to let Mark 

have your menu choices ASAP, I know he would be grateful. 

 

 

 

 

Mark also will be arranging the table plan so if you have a friend that you would like to sit 

next to, please advise Mark accordingly. 

The subject of our meeting venue continues to raise its head, and as I have always said 

BTFC have taken us on and are trying to accommodate our requirements. This has not 

been ideal, but they are trying their best with the facilities they have available and with 

no other venue available we had no choice if we wanted to hold face to face meetings. 

But what I also said was that we are still looking for options and now that Reid’s 

Restaurant has reopened, I have approached them to see if they can accommodate us on a 

Thursday night with a two course meal for the same price that we currently pay, and I 

await their reply. Once I have the relevant information, I will report to Club with a 

proposal for you to consider. 

Meanwhile the Rotary world is focused on Purple for Polio Day, and we must continue to 

support this initiative in any way we can to eradicate this terrible disease. 

And please do not forget that BCM is only five weeks away: I know David Randall would 

appreciate any help that you can give for this great fundraising event. 

Well, that’s all from me, and as long as that plane takes off from Stanstead, Saturday 

lunchtime, I will see you all at our meeting on December 1. But as usual I am contactable 

by email if you really feel the need!! 

“Obrigado”. Colin 

 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday 

Remembrance Sunday, a national opportunity to remember the 

service and sacrifice of all those that have defended our 

freedoms and protected our way of life, falls on November 14 in 

2021. 
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Service Projects 

 

 

 

  

 

Mayflower Rotary Kids Fund            

Kool Carers: All committed funds 

have been paid, and the project 

has been completed for the time 

being.                                                

BOSP: Barry H had acquired details 

of BOSP’s social programme for 

the next few months and this was 

reviewed. It was agreed to 

recommend a total of £500 to fund 

a trip to the pantomime on 

December 5 (£350), and their 

Christmas Party on December 12 

(£150). The two donations were 

approved by club.                                               

Afghan Refugee Children: Andy 

has been in touch with Essex 

County Council regarding the 

possibility of arranging toys 

through KidsOut. ECC has 

responsibility for refugee 

resettlement across the County 

and their officer has promised to 

research and respond.                         

Coop Fund - Schools Ministry 

Billericay (SMB): SMB report that 

tutors have been recruited and 

training started, but the first 

tranche of funding (£700) has not 

yet been exhausted. Matters have 

been delayed by Gary Bott’s illness 

and they will contact us again 

when further funds are required.    

General Charity Fund                   

Basildon Mind:  Mind reports that 

23 sessions have been delivered to 

three students (one requiring 13 

sessions) meaning that £920 of the 

£960 committed has been spent.  

International (Rita Dasgupta and 

Ganesh)                                        

Moldova: Barry is seeking filled 

shoe boxes for a further convoy at 

the end of the year.                                

The Toybox Charity: Edward has 

received an acknowledgement of 

our donation and circulated a 

pamphlet showing how street 

children have benefited.               

Support for the Elderly                      

Bird feeders: John Murray 

continues to replenish the bird 

feeders at Archer House and visits 

there every Friday. About £260 of 

the £500 budget has been spent.  

Men’s Sheds: The installation of 

insulation is now complete. No 

funds are required at this stage. 

Age UK Essex: A project review 

with Age UK is due next month. 

Speaker Donations                                   

BuildAid: It was proposed to 

donate £200 to BuildAid following 

Robert Muir’s presentation, with a 

request that this be used to fund 

two Bio Lights kits in Kenya. This 

donation was approved by club. 

Other donations: Club agreed to a 

donation of £150 to Changing 

Pathways, and £100 to Billericay 

Town Football Club for special 

plaques. 

Other Business: There was a 

discussion about the various water 

projects Rotary supports, e.g. Sand 

Dams, Roll out the Barrel, Bore 

Holes, etc, and everyone agreed 

that we need to know more about 

the subjects. Andy undertook to 

find an expert speaker.                     

Andy Hunter 

 

 

Andy Hunter – 

Service Projects 

Mind will invoice for funds due 

(£320 has already been paid) and 

Andy will check with the schools to 

see whether further funding should 

be considered.                                     

Basildon Hospital Radio: BHR is 

seeking £3,272 for a new mixing 

deck. Mayflower has committed 

£1,000, Concord £500 and Billericay 

£200. Town is considering £500 and 

has asked BHR to speak at its 

December meeting. Nothing has 

been heard from Basildon or 

Wickford so it was agreed to 

approach Billericay Lions and Round 

Table to see if they can make up the 

shortfall.                                                    

Foundation (Rita Dasgupta & Terry 

Gregson)                                              

Sun Corner Tree Planting: Basildon 

Council has still not confirmed that 

this will be included in its Autumn 

tree planting programme. Terry will 

write one last time and, if there is 

still no response, the project will be 

terminated. 

Community/Vocational Service 

(Bert Cartwright & Mike Bourne) 

Abbeyfield Archer House: 

Installation of the new panels is now 

complete, and arrangements will be 

made to remove the old ones. Many 

thanks to Mike, Bert and Colin C.     

Citizens Advice Outreach (Edward 

Fortune)                                               

Although this is now funded by a 

grant from Essex County Council 

until the end of March 2022, it was 

agreed that regular reviews would 

continue: it is now time to assess 

performance for the quarter ended 

September 30. Andy will organise a 

meeting.                                   



4 | P a g e  
 

  

 

Bonus Ball: There was discussion 

on the need to return the draw to 

its original format of “cash and 

draw on the night”. Members felt 

this better reflected the spirit of 

Club meetings and there were no 

barriers to this now. However, the 

in person meetings were only 

attracting half the club and 

therefore the suggestion was 

impractical at present.  

End Polio Now – October 24: there 

are no proposals to celebrate or 

raise funds for this event at this 

time.  

Drive-it-Day: The event was a 

great success and raised 

impressive funds. Well done, Hon 

member Colin Breathwick.  

Music in the Garden: No further 

action required at this stage.  

Billericay Christmas Market 2021: 

The planning assumption is “It will 

happen”. David R has successfully 

sold all the pitches and has a 

waiting list of traders. The number 

of pitches has been reduced to 

create more space. Sponsorship is 

very good this year. Support from 

other Clubs will be important 

including Brentwood where we 

need to reciprocate assuming their 

event is on. Nothing further to 

report at this time. The success of 

using the Big Eventers at 

SummerFest bodes well for BCM 

and Richard reported that 

 

Fundraising 

 

Barry Fagg - 

Fundraising 

planning is proceeding, including a 

meeting of the Ops Team. David 

confirmed that after the experience 

last year, there would be no “Plan B 

Virtual Market” should the live event 

be called off. The street map app will 

not be available this year.                     

Soap Box Derby: Friday, June 3, with 

set-up on the Thursday. Colin has 

suggested the idea of a Saturday 

evening music fest, which would use 

the already set-up resources more 

effectively and make a Mayflower 

event for the bank holiday weekend. 

Barry F has now emailed an agreed 

invitation to all secondary schools, 

and colleges with 

engineering/technology departments 

to enter a soapbox and is in the 

process of sending the same to 

garages to publicise the event and 

increase entries which are still too 

low. Event Manager President Colin 

Campbell will need considerable 

support in planning and executing 

the event, which will be run for the 

first time by Mayflower Rotary. The 

turnout of Big Eventers for 

Summerfest suggests this support 

will be there on the day! Richard 

Leahy proposed calling a meeting of 

the organising Team after speaking 

with the Event Manager.                                                  

Publicity & Consultation:               

Yvonne has publicised the availability 

of the Charity Casino for events in 

the September issue of the District 

Bulletin. Further publicity is needed. 

Mayflower Interclub Vegas Night: 

Richard Leahy as Event Manager had 

undertaken further planning seeking 

to address the low capacity of 

Billericay theatre as a venue and the 

relatively high costs and charges. 

 

There was also a potential problem 

with catering shortages/no 

availability due to the national 

situation. An alternative venue was 

being investigated and further 

discussions held with Helen Arber 

at the theatre.                                             

The concept involves a large, all-

ticket, modestly priced, family, 

inter-club event with a strong 

Vegas theme supported by 

entertainment and dinning. The 

planned date is now Saturday 

February 26, 20222. Barry is 

checking any conflicts with other 

Clubs.  

Barry has contacted Barrow Farm 

and BOSP to invite them to 

participate with the Club in 

fundraising events. BOSP was 

concerned about the extra work 

that it would entail, given their 

already very full programme. The 

Committee felt that charities which 

hadn’t yet been supported in the 

town should be invited. These were 

being explored.                                                  

Bell Boats: Barry Howe proposed 

holding an event in 2022, date and 

concept to be decided.                 

Silent Online Auction: Barry 

reported he was investigating 

alternative ways of operating 

online auctions with the help of 

Richard Rackham and others.             

Quiz Night: Mark confirmed the 

place and date as Stock Village Hall, 

February 5. Catering to be decided. 

Quizzes continue to be very 

popular and good fundraisers -

Barry introduced Mark to the Social 

Secretary of the Tennis Club who 

wanted to hold a charity quiz night. 

Barry Fagg 
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Mark Chambers 

- Club Admin. 

Attendance: This is the first report 

since we started meeting at the 

Football Club (“BFC”). We currently 

have 41 members including eight on 

extended leave of absence. 

Attendance for August was 58%, 

September 46%, and October so far 

55%. If one was to base percentage 

attendance figures on a base of 33 

i.e., excluding those on extended 

leave of absence, the percentage 

figures would be August 76%, 

September 58%, and October so far 

69%. The best night for attendance 

by members was Nick Sillitoe’s 

birthday when 28 members 

attended (68%). Partners’ evening 

was attended by 15 members, but 

adding partners, friends, and a 

contingent from Brentwood Rotary 

Club the total was 39. There have 

been a number of teething troubles 

regarding catering and dietary 

requirements that have now been 

resolved. Also, members are now 

getting to grips with the 

requirement to give apologies no 

later than the Sunday before, when 

John V submits the meal order, last 

thing on Sunday night. The lack of an 

apology by Sunday counts as a late 

apology and a meal is charged for. 

Here is the address for apologies:  

apologies@mayflowerrotary.org  

Club Admin. 

A discussion regarding the meals 

at the BFC followed. It was noted 

that there had been some 

discontent about value for money. 

It was remarked that the quality 

and presentation of the food was 

somewhat lacking. Although we 

had been told to expect a basic 

menu, some extra effort, such as 

mustard or sauces with certain 

meals would help. Food needed to 

be served hotter, perhaps 

warming the plates too. The first 

Partners’ Evening menu was 

particularly disappointing, and 

some partners said the room was 

cold. Discussions continue.                                         

Membership: In Alistair Moulds’ 

absence, Mark Chambers reported 

that the two potential lady 

members that had attended a 

meeting had been in contact. Both 

had decided that that it was not 

for them but may consider joining 

Billericay Town. However, both 

ladies are expected to become Big 

Eventers.                                                   

Yvonne Kyndt reported that work 

on printing the Club Directory was 

still ongoing. It was suggested not 

printing the directory at all, but 

instead issuing by email and 

putting on the Club website. 

However, the general opinion of 

the committee was that the 

booklet remained a very handy 

and convenient publication. It was 

suggested the directory could be 

issued in electronic form, in 

addition to the hard copy. 

A Catholic priest, an Anglican vicar, and a rabbit go to a clinic to give blood. The nurse 

asks the rabbit if he happens to know what blood group he is. The rabbit thinks for a 

moment and then says, ‘I think I must be a Type O’. Boom, Boom!! 

John Morris reported that a club 

banner was with Stewart Ellis for 

repair.                                                       

There had obviously been a recent 

lack of interest in club attire etc., 

but items were available at the 

following Business Meeting.              

It was reported that the speaker 

programme was full until end 

February 2022.                             

Publicity/PR: Yvonne reported that 

she had issued press releases to 

local free magazines and had been 

busy posting on various Facebook 

pages to promote BCM.                                     

Concern was expressed about the 

lack of entrants for the SBD, and it 

was suggested that promotion of 

the event should be stepped up.             

Yvonne suggested that we might 

consider holding one meeting a 

month via Zoom so that shielding 

members could participate, 

although this would mean reducing 

our support of BFC. Alternatively, it 

might be possible to show the 

Business Meeting on Zoom while it 

is also being held at the Football 

Club. This raises three issues:                                                     

- having the technical ability to do it         

- having a set time for the Zoom 

meeting to start - e.g., 8.45 or 9pm             

- being able to see each person as 

they are speaking (moving the 

camera around?). It was generally 

agreed that Mark should take this 

proposal to Club Council.                    

Mark Chambers 

 

mailto:apologies@mayflowerrotary.org
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Rotary in Action 

 

Our team of hardy workers set to, to replace external partitioning between residents’ rooms at 

Abbeyfields, Archer house. Huge thanks to Mike Bourne, Bert Cartwright, Andy Hunter, and Colin 

Campbell.  

  
November Special General Meeting 

A Special General Meeting of the Club will be held on Wednesday, November 24, 2021, at Billericay Football 

Club for the purpose of electing by ballot: 

1. President for the Rotary Year 2022/23 
2. First Vice President 2022/23 (Potential President 2023/24) 
3. Second Vice President 2022/23 (Potential President 2024/25) 
4. Honorary Treasurer 2022/23 
5. Honorary Secretary 2022/23 
Nominations for Club Officers should be submitted on the form emailed to members to reach me at least 

seven days prior to the meeting.   The prior consent of any nominee shall be obtained. 

The Annual Accounts for the Club will also be presented for approval by members.  

This will also be the AGM of the Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower Charitable Trust CIO. The sole item of 

business will be the presentation of the accounts for approval.  

Ian Miller – Secretary - October 30, 2021 

 

Mayflower car parking volunteers for 

the vaccination sessions at Christ 

Church. 
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40 children was built. At Libaong 

school, a nutrition building was 

built, where underweight and 

malnourished children can get a 

free, hot meal every day. A School 

Sanitation Campaign providing 

washrooms is being undertaken in 

conjunction with Rotary. A 

children’s shelter in Cebu, where 

a group of small cottages on an 

agricultural property is being 

constructed to serve as a safe 

haven for girls rescued from child 

sex abuse.                                            

Kenya – again in collaboration 

with Rotary, a medical school and 

a mother and baby antenatal unit 

have been built. Also, classrooms 

and sand dams*.  BuildAid is also 

in partnership with Light of 

Maasai and Rotary International 

to provide BioLites to off-grid 

Maasai homes in Kenya. The 

BioLite Solar Home 620 

transforms off-grid homes by 

providing a safe, affordable and 

reliable source of light and 

energy. 

Malawi – a child oncology unit at 

the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 

Blantyre. 

*A sand dam is a reinforced 

concrete or stone wall built across 

a dry seasonal riverbed. It is 

designed to trap and hold water 

from seasonal rains in sand. This 

provides a safe, naturally filtered 

water supply for the community, 

with each dam able to provide 

water for thousands of people a 

year. 

 

 

Robert and BuildAid’s amazing achievements 

with  
Club was delighted to welcome back 

Robert Muir (Stort Valley Rotary), to 

bring us up to date about his very 

special charity, BuildAid. 

L to R: Fundraising Chair Barry Fagg, 

Robert Muir, President Colin 

Campbell 

This aid is permanent, cost 

effective, and helps those who 

need it most. BuildAid provides 

specialist construction aid  

in the form of design expertise, 

cost planning, and project 

management, delivering 

permanent new-build and re-

construction projects for 

people in desperate need 

around the world. 

But where in the world? 

Russia – a children’s hospital 

Sri Lanka - schools and clinics 

(where Robert actually rolled 

up his sleeves to help!). 

Ethiopia – in collaboration with 

the charity Smile, a rural 

hospital – which was not 

without its problems, but 

which proved to be a useful 

learning experience.                      

Haiti – lots of post-2011 

earthquake work here, after 

200,000 people died within 

minutes. A hospital and 

schools in the south of the 

island.                                             

Nepal – a leprosy hospital – 

although Nepal was declared 

leprosy-free, there remain 

50,000 sufferers.                            

Philippines – last year two 

primary schools were 

completed in Panglao – 

Libaong and Danao. Danao 

school had suffered extreme 

earthquake damage and some 

children were having lessons 

outside. With help from Rotary 

clubs in Hertfordshire and 

Essex, a double classroom for 

 

Robert began with a short history of 

BuildAid.                                                

BuildAid was started in 2005 by a team 

of built environment professionals in 

response to the Southeast Asian 

Tsunami. The original concept was for 

BuildAid to provide pro bono technical 

expertise and funding for the post-

tsunami rebuilding schemes. Using 

local suppliers, tradesmen, and 

volunteers from the community, this 

served to bridge the critical gap in aid 

delivery, between short term 

emergency relief and effective long-

term construction aid. Since then, 

BuildAid has evolved from providing 

emergency aid, to developing long-

term community projects, using their 

specialist aid model to help over 

400,000 people in need across four 

continents. Operating predominantly 

in post-disaster areas, the focus is on 

building schools, orphanages, and 

medical facilities as these are the 

areas that are known to have the most 

beneficial impact.                                                                                                                     
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Back by popular request 

 After such a long absence from our pages, we’re very happy to 

welcome back Mr Steve “the Shirt” McEvoy, in all his splendour!! 

 
Little is known about the formative years of the 

club, but Billericay Football Club was formed in 

1880, making it one of the oldest clubs in Essex.  

Billericay F.C. weren’t the only club to represent 

the town. Billericay Albion FC played on a pitch at 

Newlands Road and Billericay Thursdays FC 

sometimes played near the current site of New 

Lodge as well as sharing Archers Field with 

Billericay FC either side of the war.                               

During the early years the club competed in the 

Romford & District League and the Mid-Essex 

League. By the 1930’s Billericay were competing 

in the Chelmsford & District League, winning 

Division Three in 1933. The Mid-Essex League, 

Division Two was also won on another two 

occasions, along with the Mid-Essex League, 

Division Two League Cup, also twice. The earliest 

known honour the club lifted was the 1912-13 

Mid-Essex League, Division Two title. The 1975-

76 season saw the club make its first trip to the 

famous twin towers of Wembley Stadium as they 

competed in the final of the F.A. Vase, (the Vase 

was created in 1974-75). Billericay lost to 

eventual winners Hoddesdon Town.                             

Billericay Town played Stamford in the ’76 final  

 

Treasurer kicks off! 

 

with Geoff Aslett scoring the only goal of the match. The 

people of Billericay lined the High Street as the team 

paraded the Vase from the top deck of an open top bus.                                 

The club has a regular following of loyal supporters and is 

a great family attraction for the town. It is currently a 

member of the National League South, the sixth tier of 

English football, and play at New Lodge, Blunts Wall Road. 

They are the second most successful club in FA Vase 

history, having won the competition on three occasions. 

 

 

Hon. 

Treasurer 

Derek 

Collyer 

gave us a 

potted 

history of 

one of his 

passions!!  
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Seasonal Concert at Chelmsford Cathedral 

 

 

Speaker programme 

 

Rotary District 1240 & Inner Wheel District 24 present: “A celebration of 

Music, Carols and Readings”. Saturday, December 11, 2021, at 7:00pm.                                                                                                      

Recitals by Cathedral Girls ‘Choir; Souparnika Nair; Southend High School for 

Girls Choir, plus a special performance by “The Music Man Project”.                                                                                        

Interval refreshments available. Proceeds to “Donate a Meal and Baby Basics 

UK”.                                                                                                                           

Tickets £11.00 (including booking fee): from ticketsource.co.uk  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/rotary-district-12  

Nov 03 - Sue and Pat Crace: Thames walk for TEECH  

Nov 10 - Sara Dewhurst (Zoom): Gin making  

Nov 17 Keith Brownlie: DG visit  

Nov 24 - Special General Meeting at BFC  

 

Dec 01 - David Randall:  BCM briefing at BFC  

Dec 08 - Peter Dowse: From PC to JP  

Dec 13 - Christmas party at Ivy Hill 

Dec 15 – No Meeting 

Dec 22 - No meeting   

Dec 29 - No meeting 

Jan 05 – David Randall: BCM debrief at BFC 

Jan 12 - Richard Rackham: the Covid experience 

Jan 19 - Amber Claughton: Girl-guide trip to Aruba 

Jan 26 - Business meeting at BFC 

  

Feb 02 - Lisa Green: Lennox Children's Cancer Fund 

Feb 09 Ken Richmond: Norsey Wood Society 

Feb 16 - Debbie de Boltz: Farleigh Hospice 

Feb 23 - Business meeting via Zoom 

Date: Council/Business meetings  

 
November 24 (SGM)                                                         

December: No meeting 

2022 

January 2, 4 and 26                                                     

 

February 22 (Tuesday) and 23                                       

March 21 and 23                                                      

April 25 and 27                                                          

May 23 and 25 (AGM)                                          

June 20 (2022-23 Members),                                          

June 22 (Assembly)                                                                

June 29 (Handover) 

 

 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/rotary-district-12
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Some snippets! 

 
 

What a brilliant idea for Mervyn and 

Colin S. 

Don’t forget!!! 

Did you know………….? 

 

This is the death mask of a young woman who 

drowned in the River Seine in the 1880s. As was 

customary in those days, her corpse was put on 

display in the Paris mortuary, in the hope that 

someone might recognise her and claim her 

body.  

The pathologist on duty became entranced by 

the girl with the enigmatic half-smile, and so he 

commissioned a plaster cast to be made of her 

face. This mask was replicated many times over. 

She became known as "L'inconnue de la Seine,” 

or “The Unknown Woman of the Seine.” 

In 1955, a toymaker named Asmund Laerdal 

created what we now know as the CPR doll. 

Asmund wanted his mannequin to have a 

natural appearance. Remembering a mask on 

the wall of his grandparents' house many years 

earlier, he decided that the L'inconnue de la 

Seine would become the face of Resusci Annie - 

the CPR doll. 

 
So, you see, this anonymous woman who drowned in the 19th century is responsible for saving many, many 

lives the world over. It is said that she has the most kissed face of all time. 
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Comedy Corner! 

 

 
 

 

Santa has 

been reading 

all your 

Facebook 

posts all year: 

most of you 

are getting 

Science 

books!!! 

 

 

In future, every 

time someone 

leaves empty 

packaging in 

the fridge or 

the cupboard, 

I’m going to 

wrap it up in 

Christmas 

paper, put their 

name on it, and 

put it under the 

tree!! 

 

 


