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Rotary in Action! 

President Colin Campbell and Chris 

Drage using some elbow grease to 

kick off the renovation of what will 

become the Men’s Shed (not the Man 

Hole, Chris!). 

  

Inside:                                        

Page 3: Visit from Cllr Andy 

Baggott                                       

Page 4: Welcome back Leanne Cole 

Page 5: Team reports                        

Page 7: Partners’ evening with 

Julian Whybra                                          

Page 8: Headway Essex Classic Car 

Show 

 Email: yvonne@kyndt.net     

Website: mayflowerrotary.org                                     
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts  

 

http://www.mayflowerrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts
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Getting back to normal, little by little. 

Well in the blink of an eye I am a quarter of the way through my 

Presidents year. 

We meet in a new venue on a new day, and it feels like Rotary is 

beginning to feel a new life as we get back to the new normal.              

This is an exciting week for me, we held our first Partners’ evening 

at the new venue and an entertaining time was had by all as our 

speaker Julia Whybra informed us of the story of the Pilgrim  

 

 

 

Fathers and the links to Billericay. It was great to welcome members of Brentwood Rotary, 

as well as Honorary members Colin Breathwick and Brian Hill Cottingham and their wives 

Pam and Liz. 

This week we are starting work on two local projects that we are supporting: Men’s Sheds in 

Lake Meadows where building refurbishment is starting, and the replacement of panels at 

Archer House (Abbeyfield). We should be proud to be supporting these worthy projects that 

will bring direct benefits to Billericay residents.  

As another indication of things getting back to normal, Barbara is contacting all 

Mayflower wives to restart the social gatherings that the ladies used to have prior to Covid, 

either meeting up for coffee and a chat or arranging outings or meals out. If any 

Mayflower wife has not been contacted, this will not have been deliberate: if you are 

interested in finding out more, please contact Barbara on our email address as she is very 

keen to renew the friendship and fellowship of Rotary. 

Our speaker at next week’s meeting is Mayflower Treasurer, Derek Collyer who will be 

talking about the history of BTFC which should be very interesting so please make every 

effort to attend. 

Yours, Colin.  
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Council Leader explains Local Development Plan 

  

 

 

 

 

Great to have Gavin Taylor back with us 

(temporarily     ) – seen here on the left, next to 

Bob Tyrrell and Steve McEvoy 

Cathy Butler 

and Alistair 

Moulds 

L to R: Mervyn Rogers, Barry Fagg and new 

“Big Eventer” Eunice Stiller 

L to R: Richard Rackham, Cllr. Andy Baggott, 

President Colin Campbell, Secretary Ian 

Miller, Treasurer Derek Collyer 

L to R: Sri Srivastava, Alan Campbell, 

Terry Gregson 

L to R: Gary 

Moore, 

Finlay 

MacLeod 

Councillor Andy Baggott 

Club welcomed ex-Mayflower Rotarian and Leader of Basildon Council 

recently. Ex-Basildon Councillor and Mayflower Rotarian Richard 

Rackham, in his introduction, told us that although he and Andy had 

been on opposite sides of the floor, it had been a pleasure working with 

him and indeed, it was Andy that introduced Richard to Mayflower!! 

There followed a very pertinent presentation on the Local Development 

Plan for Billericay, which generated lively and very interesting discussion.  

At the same meeting we were delighted to welcome two prospective 

new members, Cathy Butler and Eunice Stiller. Eunice has since signed 

up to be one of our “Big Eventers”. We’re keeping our fingers crossed 

that Cathy will follow suit!! 
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You can see from the photos what a warm welcome was given 

to our recent guest speaker Leanne Cole (nee Campbell!). Proud 

dad President Colin introduced Leanne, although no 

introduction was necessary! 

Having already told us about her work at the now closed 

“Squirrels” in an earlier presentation, Leanne continued the 

story of her journey from dental nurse to input clerk at Barclays 

in the City, and finally to BarCap, where in 2007, the stress of the 

work became unsustainable. Faced with anxiety and depression, 

which impacted negatively on family and friends, she decided 

that she wanted something else from her life. She left the City! 

She began her “new life” by volunteering at the Squirrels, a care 

home in Warley, and the Marillac, a neurological care home, also 

in Warley. Helping others made her realise just how lucky she 

was and that she still had worth.  

There followed a volunteering “holiday” in India where she and 

her husband Nick, worked in street community centres, teaching 

English and helping with maintenance.  

 

 such a help to much 

less fortunate folk.                                          

On their return to the 

UK, the post of Activities 

Coordinator became 

available at the 

Squirrels. Leanne had no 

qualifications for the 

job, but the 

management were 

overwhelmed by her 

commitment: the job 

was hers.  

  
She worked there for four years, during which time she saw the home 

achieve an “outstanding” rating in 2017. Then the shock news – 

Squirrels was to be closed. Devastating news for all, as they were in 

practice one big family. But everyone became scattered here and there.                                                                                                                   

In response, she set up a befriending service, “Befriends, Be Loved”, 

with the express aim of combatting loneliness in the elderly. Covid was 

a challenge, but again, in response to need, Leanne rolled out a sitting 

service which allowed carers to get out to shop, attend appointments 

etc. Finally, Leanne told us about her new venture – as a funeral 

celebrant, particularly apposite for those with a non-religious 

background, and as a result has been involved in several clients’ 

funerals – providing help to the very end. Brilliant work, Leanne!! 

It broke their hearts to leave India: it had 

been an amazing experience to have been 

 

 

 

Welcome back, Leanne     
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Mayflower Rotary Kids Fund             

Kool Carers: Kool Carers has 

received a substantial grant to 

fund counselling. This is consuming 

management attention and further 

picnics are unlikely. They have 

asked if £514.81 can be used to 

cover the cost of food on a second 

sail-training holiday. There is £560 

left in the budget and club agreed 

to release the whole of this to 

close the project. 

In view of the grant received, KC 

has agreed that it will not draw the 

£1,500 previously agreed for this 

purpose and these funds can be 

released to the general fund 

BOSP is trying to raise £2,000 to 

fund 12 group activities for 

isolated disabled children locally. It 

was agreed to consider support for 

one such activity and Barry H will 

explore. 

Coop Fund: Schools Ministry 

Billericay. The first instalment of 

£700 has been released and a 

review is now due. Andy will 

pursue, noting that Gary Bott has 

recently been in hospital for an 

operation.                                        

General Charity Fund 

Basildon Mind:  eight sessions 

have so far been delivered to two 

students and £320 paid. Andy will 

clarify the current position. 

Basildon Hospital Radio: Yvonne 

Kyndt brought a request from 

Basildon Hospital Radio, which is 

seeking £3,272 for a new mixing 

deck. The committee was minded to 

recommend £1,000, but agreed first 

to approach other local clubs to see 

if the project can be fully funded by 

Rotary. 

19 Plus: This group provides 

outdoor activities such as canoeing 

instruction for deprived young 

people in their early twenties. The 

committee felt this should be 

explored further, and Barry H will 

arrange a speaker to talk to club.   

Foundation (Rita Dasgupta & 

Terry Gregson): 

Sun Corner Tree Planting: Basildon 

Council has confirmed its intention 

to include this in its Autumn tree 

planting programme. It was noted 

that the planting might qualify for 

the Queen’s Green Canopy appeal. 

Foundation Donation: Edward 

reminded the meeting of our 

budget commitment to donate 

£3,000 to Foundation this year. It is 

hoped the Christmas Market will 

provide the funds. 

Community/Vocational Service 

(Bert Cartwright & Mike 

Bourne): 

Abbeyfield Archer House: Mike and 

Bert are ready to complete the 

fencing work when everyone 

returns from holiday in late 

September. More pruning will be 

scheduled when this is completed.  

 

 

Citizens Advice Outreach (Edward 

Fortune): This project will now be 

paid for by a grant from Essex 

County Council until the end of 

March 2022, when it will revert to 

Rotary funding. There is £4,500 

remaining in the Rotary budget. 

Quarterly review meetings with 

Citizens Advice will continue.  

International (Rita Dasgupta 

and Ganesh) 

Moldova: Work on the Gradinita 

school washrooms is now 

complete (see photos later in this 

edition). There will be a further aid 

convoy at the end of the year and 

Yvonne has published an appeal 

for an electric wheelchair in the 

September edition of the District 

Bulletin. 

ShelterBox:  The committee noted 

that since its previous meeting 

£1,000 had been donated to 

ShelterBox for relief in Haiti 

following the earthquake and 

subsequent hurricane. 

The Toybox Charity: Since the last 

meeting, Edward had defined a 

specific project with Toybox. It was 

proposed to donate £500 to fund 

birth registration in Guatemala. At 

a cost of c £32 per person, this 

would fund 15 registrations. This 

was approved unanimously by 

club. 

Afghanistan: The situation was 

discussed, but it is still too early to 

consider any kind of aid 

involvement. (Continued next page) 

 

 

 

Team reports – Great news from Moldova  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Andy Hunter – 

Service Projects 
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 Publicity & Consultation: BCM 

website has been updated. Barry 

F has met with Town and the 

Lunchtime clubs to discuss closer 

working. This has been well 

received by the other clubs and it 

was suggested we should include 

Round Table and 41 Clubs. Barry 

F to contact them.                                         

SBD is to be branded a Rotary 

event: other Clubs will be invited 

to participate in the planning.                                              

Clubs would periodically share 

Annual Diaries and invite other 

clubs to events.                      

Mayflower Fun Casino: the 

Casino service should be 

promoted as being one the Club 

could provide for other Rotary 

and social clubs, as well as for 

private events. All Members 

should promote it and Yvonne 

has included an advert in the 

District Bulletin. Steve McEvoy 

will provide list of venues such as 

pubs where the casino has been 

previously held so they can be 

contacted. Steve will act as 

contact. The charge per table is 

now £200 and each will support 

30 guests.                                       

Barry has been working with 

Helen Arber at the Billericay 

Theatre. The plan is to hold an 

event there with casino, and 

entertainment provided by the 

theatre company, plus dinner, on 

Saturday, February 26. The venue 

is ideal and the location 

convenient. There was much 

discussion on the format, pricing 

and arrangements, Richard Leahy 

agreed to be Event Manager and 

has arranged a meeting with HA. 

(Continued next page)                         

Music in the Garden: Gary and Jane 

Moore have kindly agreed to host this 

again in 2022. Date confirmed for 

June 19. Colin C will arrange the band.  

Billericay SummerFest 21: A 

successful event raising a record £6K. 

Mark has confirmed that all the 

supporters have been thanked. The 

Committee liked the new layout 

which worked well on the day and 

could be used in future.  

Billericay Christmas Market 2021: the 

planning assumption is, “It will 

happen”.  David Randall has sold all 

the pitches and has a waiting list of 

traders. Nothing further to report at 

this time. Support from other Clubs 

will be important including 

Brentwood, where we need to 

reciprocate assuming their own 

Christmas event is on. The success of 

using the “Big Eventers” at 

SummerFest bodes well for BCM. 

David confirmed that after the 

experience with the virtual Christmas 

Market, last year there would be no 

plan B.                                 

Soap Box Derby: Event Manager 

President Colin Campbell will need 

considerable support in planning and 

executing the event, which will be run 

for the first time by Mayflower.          

The turnout of Big Eventers for 

SummerFest suggests this support will 

be there on the day! The date, Friday, 

June 3, has been confirmed, with set-

up on Thursday, June 2. Colin has 

suggested the idea of a music festival 

on the Saturday, which would be an 

efficient use of resources and create a 

substantial event for the holiday 

weekend. Planning proceeds. Urgent 

need to notify as many people as 

possible to encourage entries. 

Support for the Elderly 

Bird Feeders: John Murray 

continues to replenish the bird 

feeders at Archer House and visits 

there every Friday. About half the 

£500 budget remains. 

Men’s Sheds: set-up work 

continues, and Barry H envisages 

the club might offer £500 to fund 

hand tools and benches in due 

course. This was agreed by club. 

Yvonne has made an appeal in the 

District Bulletin for woodworking 

tools.  

Age UK Essex: following the club’s 

agreement to provide £600 to 

fund four tablets, Mervyn and 

Edward are discussing details of 

the project with Age UK. Andy 

End Polio Now – 24th October: 

Rita previously reported she had 

discussed the event with Andy 

Hunter: it was decided in view of 

the situation in Afghanistan, it 

would be inappropriate to 

commit more funds to “End 

Polio Now” at this time. 

Therefore, she proposed no 

event.  Chair to speak with Andy 

Hunter re: position with 

District/International.                    

Drive-it-Day: Mayflower assisted 

with the Headway Essex’S annual 

Classic Car Show at Colchester 

Castle Park on September 5. The 

team was led by Colin 

Breathwick. 

 

Barry Fagg - 

Fundraising 



7 | P a g e  
 

  

 
Partners’ evening – Mayflower learning about May-flower!!! 

 

 

 

Our first partners’ evening at our new venue was a 

real success. Entertained with an interesting talk 

on the Pilgrim Fathers from local historian Julian 

Whybra, and joined by Brentwood Rotarians Dave 

Eagles, President Ian Kirby, IPP Andrew Hargreaves 

and Club Secretary & Christmas Project Lead John 

Stephenson, Mayflower Rotarians and their better 

halves enjoyed lasagne and cheesecake in a warm 

and welcoming atmosphere.                                    

We were also really pleased to welcome honorary 

members Colin Breathwick and Brian Hill 

Cottingham, as well as their wives, Pam and Liz.  

L to R: John Morris and Finlay MacLeod 

Friends 

reunited! 

L to R: Alistair Moulds and Hon 

Treasurer Derek Collyer 

L to R: April MacLeod, Nicola Moulds, Kate Morris 

L to R:  Colin 

and Pam 

Breathwick, 

Peter and Janet 

Walker, with 

Brentwood 

Rotarian Peter 

Franklin  

 Barrow Farm and BOSP: Barry 

has contacted Barrow Farm and 

BOSP to invite them to 

participate in a club fundraising 

event. BOSP were concerned 

about the extra work that it 

might entailed for their very full 

programme.  

 

The Committee felt that charities 

which hadn’t been supported in the 

town should also be invited. Bell 

Boats: Barry Howe proposes 

holding an event in 2022, date and 

concept to be decided.                        

Silent Online auctions: Barry 

reported he was investigating  

alternative ways of operating on-

line auctions with the help of 

Richard Rackham and others. 

Steve McEvoy offered a useful 

contact.  Barry F                         
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For the avoidance of doubt, this was 

not a Rotarian!!! 

 

  

Following the success of the last “Winter Warmer” (which seems like years 

ago!!), Billericay Town Rotary’s Winter Warmer 2022 will take place on 

Saturday, January 15, in Stock Village Hall. Keep your eyes open for the flyer 

with all the details. Until then, pop the date in your diary.                          

Barbara Campbell 

Date for your diary                  

Billericay Town’s Winter Warmer 

 

 
Headway Essex Classic Car Show 

 

Hon. member 

Colin Breathwick 

Now an annual feature of the 

Mayflower events programme, once 

again members of the elite Mayflower 

Vehicle Stewarding Corp – step 

forward Presi. Colin, accompanied by 

Stewart Ellis, Barry Howe, Steve 

McEvoy, John Parry, Barry Fagg, and 

Carl Johnson presented themselves for 

inspection at 7.45 a.m. on Sunday 

September 5 at Colchester Castle Park. 

Two and a half hours and 250 car 

arrivals later, the Mayor of Colchester 

opened the show.  The weather was 

very kind – the ice-cream man had a 

very good day. 

 

Most importantly, the visitors turned out in numbers and the 

Headway piggy-bank was swollen by about £10,500. 

Great day all round.  Great team – great job!  

Footnote:  the second question asked by the Mayor of Colchester 

– “What are you guys from Billericay Mayflower Rotary doing 

here?  Colchester City has four Rotary clubs.  Why aren’t they 

helping?”  Suggested answers on a £5 note to the Editor!!!   

 

 

 

Mr McEvoy keeping cool 
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It was great to welcome back two old faces (less of the 

“old”!!!). Richard Rackham and Frank Pamplin were given a 

very warm welcome – things are starting to look a bit more 

like “normal”!!  

L to R: Richard Rackham, Frank 

Pamplin, Ifor Roberts 

  
Better late than never, JV!! 

 

 

 

It was a lovely occasion, and the 

Ivy Hill setting was superb, with 

the terrace used for pre-lunch 

drinks, and then inside, the 

tables had plenty of space 

around them. John should have 

been celebrating this special 

birthday last year, but, as for so 

many other occasions, Covid got 

in the way. Fortunately, John still 

felt justified in celebrating his 

80th birthday, but it was a close 

call - his 81st birthday was the 

NEXT DAY!! Phew!! 

 

 

Chris 

Thurman 

Dorothy and JV 

The birthday cake took 

granddaughter Amy, seven 

hours to make!! Spectacular! 

  
Welcome back! 
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Our very own Dr Alistair Moulds was presented with a Lifetime 

Achievement Award for services to General Practice Education at the 

recent AGM of the Essex Faculty of the Royal College of General 

Practitioners.                                                                                                                

Many congratulations, Alistair, on this well-deserved award.  

Fabulous academic success, and very proud 

grandparents! 

Members’ news 

We’re so proud of our 

granddaughter, Amy, who was 

awarded a first class honours 

degree in Maths from Brighton 

University. John Vaufrouard 

 

 

 

Some years back I did the Great 

North Run a few times with a 

bunch of mates and family 

members, they were grand 

occasions fuelled by the great 

Geordie spirit of hospitality as I am 

sure many of you will have 

experienced.                                        

In 2019, I decided that beyond the 

age of 65 I could forget any further 

participation and would finally 

hang up my smelly trainers! So, 

before the deadline, I set to and 

started running again (more like 

shuffling actually). 

 

Following some dreadfully painful 

preparation early 2019, I injured my 

ankle so unfortunately, I had to pull 

out. For some odd/stupid/reckless 

reason the ankle now recovered, I 

decided to try for 2020. I started 

training again. But Covid put a stop 

to all that! I hung up my trainers 

only to hear that my place had been 

kept for 2021! Back to pounding the 

roads and footpaths around 

Billericay, and on the way, raise a 

bit of money for the mental health 

charity, MIND. John Parry 

We’re proud to announce that John 

completed the Great North Run in 

the amazing time of 02:37:10. Well 

done John, and MIND have 

benefitted to the tune of £775!!  

Amy and proud granny, 

Dorothy Vaufrouard 
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Mission accomplished!! 

I'm really pleased to be able to say, 

the toilet creation project in 

Gradinita, Moldova has been 

completed and handed over to 

some very excited school children 

and teachers. 

At long last the children will be 

able to use facilities that are clean 

and warm and have flushing toilets 

and hot water to wash hands.  Not 

too much to ask, is it!                           

We should be proud! Barry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barry Howe 

Club agreed unanimously to 
donate £1,500 to TEECH for the 
purchase of a second-hand 
trailer, which was used to 
transport the building supplies 
for this project. A huge upside to 
this donation has been the trailer 
being available to the Ops team 
to use at our events. 
 
Another win-win for Mayflower!! 
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The Mayflower Golf Day was held at the 

Burstead Golf Club. It was a great day: the 

weather was kind and the company 

marvellous. Big thanks to Colin for organising 

it!!                                                                               

The winners were his Presidentship Colin 

Campbell and John Malbon.  John 

 

Mayflower Golf Day 

John 

Murray 

L to R: Chris Thurman, Alistair Moulds, Colin Campbell, 

Bert Cartwright, Frank Pamplin, John Malbon 

Winners: John and Colin 

 
 

Our regular update from Child 

Rescue Nepal’s CEO, Jo Bega: 

We have fantastic news! We wanted to 

tell you straight away that we have just 

rescued two boys. Our staff carried out 

observation visits and co-ordinated 

with local police to undertake the 

rescues.  Both children are now safe. 

 Two boys rescued 

The first boy we rescued is just 12-

years-old and comes from Dhading 

district.  During lockdown his father lost 

his job, so there was no longer any 

food at home.  A neighbour persuaded 

the father to send his son to 

Kathmandu to earn money. He ended 

up at a restaurant, where he has been 

working for the past three months. 

 

He washed dishes, swept the floor, 

served customers, and cleaned 

tables. His hours were from 7am 

until 7pm but he never received his 

promised payment of £25 per 

month. He is now in our safe-

house (transit home).                                

The second boy was also rescued 

from a snack shop. He is 15 years 

old and tells a similar story. His 

mum used to sell vegetables in the 

district of Makwanpur, but her 

work stopped in lockdown.  

 

His school was closed and there 

was no food, so he was taken by 

a family friend to Kathmandu to 

find work. His hours were from 

6am to 7pm. He had only been 

there a short while and we were 

able to reunite him with his 

older sister, in the presence of 

government officials. We will 

undertake follow up visits to 

ensure he goes back to school 

and stays safely at his sister's 

house.  Jo Bega 
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Speaker programme  

Oct 6 Derek Collyer: History of Billericay 

Football Club                                                                                                     

Oct 13 Robert Muir: Build Aid  

Oct 20 Kevin Smith: Aircraft insurance/disasters 

Oct 27 Business meeting: at BFC - Colin Campbell 

Nov 3 Amber Claughton: Girl Guide expedition 

to Aruba 

Nov 10 Sara Dewhurst (Zoom): Gin making  

 

Nov 17 Keith Brownlie: DG visit  

Nov 24 Special General Meeting at BFC - Colin 

Campbell   

Dec 01 BCM briefing at BFC: David Randall 

Dec 08 Peter Dowse: From PC to JP  

Dec 15 Christmas party: at BFC - Colin Campbell 

Dec 22 No meeting   

Dec 29 No meeting   

 

 

February 22 (Tuesday) and 23                                       

March 21 and 23                                                      

April 25 and 27                                                          

May 23 and 25 (AGM)                                          

June 20 (2022-23 Members),                                          

June 22 (Assembly)                                                                

June 29 (Handover) 

 

 

October 26 (Tuesday) and 27                    

November 22                                                        

November 24 (SGM)                                                         

December: No meeting 

2022 

January 2, 4 and 26                                                     

 

Date: Council/Business meetings  

 

 

 

 

 Chuckles 

My professor accused me of 

plagiarising.                                                   

Her words, not mine. 

  

Lance is an uncommon 

name nowadays.                                           

But in mediaeval times 

people were called lance a 

lot. 

 

I have a friend with no 

social skills and a PhD in 

the history of palindromes.                            

I call him Dr Awkward. 

 

 

  


