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Lockdown Special No. 5 

What a blooming lovely picture 

The bluebells of Stock, Norsey Woods and other treasure 

troves around Billericay have never had a more delightful 

role in this colourful spring. For those “locked in” and 

not able to enjoy it, Colin Campbell reminds his 

Mayflower colleagues of how there is still colour in the 

dark world for those permitted to leave home. 
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 I don’t know 

whether I should 

be announcing 

this quite so  

” publicly, but I went for a night out 

last night!  

I’d been looking forward to it for 

days. I made sure I was dressed for 

the occasion, but of course I had to 

go out under cover of darkness. I 

didn’t get in until after midnight – a 

late night for me. But just in case 

anyone thinks I’ve been flouting 

the lockdown, it was date-night 

with a sun lounger, hot water 

bottle, travel blanket, and my 

Skyguide app. It was, of course, a 

rendezvous with the stars, or more 

accurately satellites and meteors. 

I’d been hoping to see the now 

famous “trail” of Elon Musk’s 

SpaceX satellites, Starlink. I’d had a 

good sighting of already deployed 

Starlink satellites the night before, 

but half an hour prior to my “going 

out” last night, another 60 

satellites had been launched from 

the Kennedy Space Centre in 

Florida.  

Starlink is designed to provide 

better internet service in the 

Northern U.S. and Canada this 

year. This will be extended to 

almost global coverage by 2021. 

There are currently 417 satellites in 

low Earth orbit: it’s planned to 

have eventually 12,000 satellites 

orbiting the planet. 

 

I’d been hoping to see the 

predicted long line of these small 

(250 kg (550 lb)) devices, 

processing across the sky. So, I 

settled down, making sure I was 

warm and well covered, only to be 

dive-bombed by a “cloud” (the 

collective noun – who knew?) of 

bats (actually only three, but very 

exciting none-the-less). 

Unfortunately, the prediction did 

not materialise from where I was 

sitting, (they often don’t 

apparently, as sightings depend on 

a variety of environmental factors). 

Nevertheless, as my eyes adjusted 

to the night sky, more and more 

satellites became apparent. Not in 

a line, but from different parts of 

the sky and travelling in different 

directions. I estimated that there 

was one every two or three 

minutes and, on several occasions, 

two or three at the same time, each 

one on its own unique trajectory.  

But that wasn’t the only celestial 

“happening”. April 22 is peak 

activity for the Lyrid meteor 

shower. I was slightly 

underwhelmed as I only spotted 

two “shooting stars”! Less a 

shower, more an occasional drip. 

Nevertheless, it’s been heart-

warming to see the interest and 

awe that these two events have 

inspired in people. Ironically, it is 

the less-polluted skies that have 

allowed us such a good view. 

Planes, on the other hand, were 

unexpectedly abundant (considering 

the circumstances): I counted about 

12). 

I very much enjoyed my “date night 

with the stars”. It was something I’d 

been meaning to do for longer than I 

care to remember, but normal life 

(remember that?) always seemed to 

get in the way. It was peaceful, 

beautiful, and it’s going to become a 

regular fixture in my social calendar. 

You should try it! 

We’re well into Week 5 of lockdown, 

and although we’ve found a routine 

of sorts – we’re having to accept the 

strong possibility that for many of us 

this is our fate for the foreseeable 

future. As such, we’re looking at a 

quite a while before Club can meet in 

its usual format. So, might I make an 

appeal for “things to do to keep us 

entertained at our Thursday 

meetings”? And please read the 

“rules of engagement” on page 10!!! 

I attended a Rotary Webinar on 

Tuesday evening on the subject of 

crowdfunding. Interesting – more info 

to follow. 

Lying there on my lounger, I had to 

marvel at man’s inventiveness and 

ingenuity; satellites are wondrous 

things. How strange though, that at 

this very moment, faced with the 

tiniest of enemies, inventiveness and 

ingenuity seem to be in such short 

supply. Yvonne x 

 

 

 Email: yvonne@kyndt.net     

Website: mayflowerrotary.org                                     
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts  

 

                                        
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.mayflowerrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts


3 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 11th. Saturday. Working today 

so the normal round of calls with 

Public Health England (PHE), NHS 

England and NHS Improvement 

(NHSEI) and the Department of 

Health and Social Care (DHSC). 

Before that a general catch up on 

emails, which is a general round up 

of things happening across the 

healthcare system. We have 

definitely reached a phase where the 

current way of working is the new 

normal, so things that would have 

been considered extraordinary are 

now just standard. Like, for example, 

that the country is running out of 

mortuary space. 

The calls tell me that the numbers 

for new deaths is over 900 again and 

PPE issues in various parts of the 

system are still there. There are still 

problems understanding the death 

data, the four UK administrations 

collect data differently, at different 

times of day and so that can be 

confusing. Community deaths don’t 

get tested and so create debate. 

What appears to be a simple 

problem is actually quite thorny. 

There’s nothing happening that 

affects any of the services that my 

organisation offers, so I cancel the 

Executive call. 

The Downing Street briefing this 

evening is led by the hitherto absent 

Home Secretary. She tells us that 

there have been "three hundred 

thousand and thirty-four, nine 

hundred and seventy-four thousand" 

tests carried out so far. Considering 

how the newspapers were all over 

Diane Abbott with her number-

wang, this may be interesting. 

 

ICU next to COVID-19 positive 

patients. So, we have nurses who 

would normally be working in 

organ donation that have been 

redeployed to the front line. Of 

course, their equipment would be 

provided by the host hospital, but 

we know that not everywhere has 

sufficient PPE. This has caused 

some discussion. 

I didn’t see the daily Downing 

Street briefing today, but I 

understand that it was the 

Chancellor speaking about the OBR 

report into the economy. You all 

know that I won’t shirk from 

critiquing this Government (and, in 

fact, most others) but here’s a 

good bit. He said, “It’s not a case of 

choosing between the economy 

and public health – common sense 

tells us that doing so would be self-

defeating”. That has to be the right 

message. Let’s hope that the 

pressure from the incessant “when 

are we going to open up the 

country again?” questioning 

doesn’t lead the Government to 

changing its mind.  

AG meeting this evening. The key 

task is to get clubs to engage with 

each other by using Zoom, Google 

Hangouts or just with phones. 

Mayflower is obviously well ahead. 

Didn’t get all of the meeting 

though as I think that this meeting 

starting was generally a signal for 

people to phone me!  

April 15th. Wednesday. My most 

significant meeting was with the 

Executive Team meeting in which 

(continued next page) 

Nicky has decided that Easter Eggs 

should be opened early this year. I 

didn’t hear anyone else ask, but I’m 

sure that she’s more in touch with 

these things. Oddly, hers was the 

only one opened. Odd really that it 

wasn’t James. 

April 14th. Tuesday. It was good to 

have a long weekend away from all 

the nonsense, but I’m back here 

now. There are lots of calls 

happening on video links and so 

we’re seeing a lot of the inside of 

people’s homes. People have some 

very interesting decorative features 

and some interesting choices in 

books. I watched Marr on Sunday 

and Lisa Nandy, one of the 

candidates for Labour leader and 

now the Shadow Foreign Secretary, 

was interviewed. She had a copy of 

“Catch-22” clearly visible on the 

shelf behind her. Subliminal 

messaging perhaps? One of my 

Director colleagues has a copy of 10 

Rillington Place on their shelf and 

another colleague has a picture of 

books hanging on the wall. Are 

these psychopathies, I wonder? I 

have been very worried about PPE. 

The organ donation programme has 

all but stopped: the ICUs don’t have 

the capacity and 

immunosuppressed transplant 

patients would spend time on an 

Richard Rackham 
continues his 
lockdown diary 
juggling his 
testing new 
world as house 
husband with 
that of 
overseeing the 
flow of Britain’s 
blood. 

New ‘normal’ seeking better health 
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 It makes me yearn for those 4.30am starts . . . 

almost 

 
we discussed a project that still 

hasn’t been announced by the 

Secretary of State. Problem is that he 

doesn’t want to announce it until it is 

proven to work, we can’t spend 

money or recruit donors until he has 

announced it. Until we spend money 

and recruit donors, we can’t prove 

that it works. Lisa Nandy’s book 

choices suddenly seem relevant. 

Lots of meetings during the day 

again, but we really have settled to a 

new normal. One of the concerns is 

that blood collections have fallen 

below demand, meaning that stock is 

shrinking. One hospital in the North 

has indicated that it is looking to 

restart elective surgery, and the 

number of ECMO beds (see entry for 

25th March) is climbing. It looks like 

stock could be affected quickly. It 

takes a while, but after a series of 

meetings it becomes clear that this 

has been managed and the collection 

numbers are a fluctuation that is 

planned.  

The issue with PPE rolls on and 

NHSBT has consulted with lawyers to 

see what its responsibilities are. I 

remain concerned.  

April 16th. Thursday. I assume that 

everyone’s days are beginning to 

merge into each other. I seem to do 

nothing other than sit in an 

uncomfortable chair, write papers 

and have meetings by phone or 

video. I never thought that I’d say 

this, but I sort of miss those 4.30am 

starts and travelling to Birmingham. 

The current journey back from work 

is quicker though. Some discussion 

today on blood stock and how we 

coordinate some of the projects for 

response, mainly so we can respond 

to the inevitable inquiry or 

investigation. Interestingly, my other 

responsibilities are not considered to 

be of reduced significance and so 

some discussions today on the papers 

for Board, which have to go to a 

range of other committees before 

they go to board. I have to have a 

paper ready by next Friday – so I can 

squeeze that between Brexit and 

Coronavirus. Good job nothing 

serious is going on. 

I get a call from the Chief Exec to 

discuss PPE again this evening. Not a 

happy discussion. 

The Downing Street briefing 

announces a three-week extension to 

the lockdown to avoid 'wasting 

sacrifices made'. A further 861 

people died in the UK after testing 

positive for COVID-19, bringing the 

total number of confirmed fatalities 

in hospitals to 13,729. Not that long 

ago a total of less than 20,000 deaths 

was considered a reasonable 

outcome. At this rate we are going to 

go top that before the end of April. 

Many of the papers though focus on 

Captain Tom, a 99-year-old who has 

raised money for the NHS by, 

essentially, a sponsored walk. This is 

being framed as a positive feel-good 

story: no one seems to be 

questioning why a 99-year old needs 

to do a sponsored walk if this is a 

properly funded service. 

Tonight, was supposed to be a club 

meeting, but I’m emotionally 

drained, so I give it a miss. 

 

 

I feel unsettled and can’t eat. 

When I was a new dad, the best 

piece of advice I ever received 

was not to worry “because they 

can do most things by the time 

they’re 21”. I think I can add to 

that advice, don’t worry if your 

child is a fussy eater – they’ll be 

eating your dinner by the time 

they’re 17. James ate my dinner. 

April 17th. Friday. I am working 

today but, other than the team 

calls at 9.30am and 16.00pm, I 

am working on the other 

aspects of my portfolio and one 

of my team will lead on 

coronavirus today. 

We have our own Situation 

Report for NHSBT, and we 

monitor staff sickness, stock, 

collections, activity, projects, 

logistics, recalled product, IT, 

(continued next page) 

 

Captain Tom Moore who, to 

date has raised over £27 

million for the NHS and who 

will soon celebrate his 100th 

birthday! “Not all heroes 

wear capes”. 
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 Can the government help Nicky to meet big appetite? 

 supply chain, hospitals and 

research and development. Staff 

absence due to coronavirus 

sickness is falling and issues with 

activity are getting better as 

people return to work – mostly 

after isolation rather than 

symptomatic illness. There are still 

issues with PPE, but we seem to 

be just about keeping pace. 

Activity today will mainly focus on 

how we manage a recovery. You 

will recall that we had five areas of 

activity: the safety of staff and 

donors; the sufficiency of supply of 

our products and services; the 

support of the wider NHS 

response; the way we manage 

donors in the future; and the 

recovery from this crisis.  

 

The sufficiency of supply is pretty 

key. The main issue is that as 

demand falls, as it has during this 

crisis, we need to collect less blood. 

Most people are familiar with the 

ABO and Rhesus grouping systems, 

but there are about 250 blood 

grouping systems and we might 

need to provide blood tested for 

many of these systems. The 

reduced collection restricts the 

availability of these phenotyped 

units. More than that, reduced 

collection means reduced stock and 

reduced ability to respond to 

changes in demand. This latter is 

the current concern for 

consideration.  

Home is quiet this evening. The 

Downing Street briefing is taken by  

 

Alok Sharma, who announces that 

the Government has ramped up its 

mission to find a coronavirus 

vaccine by creating a cross-sector 

"taskforce" of experts. This is part of 

a large collection of things that the 

Government has “ramped up”, I’m 

beginning to wonder if they are the 

construction contractors for multi-

storey car parks. The numbers of 

people dying continue to climb as a 

further 847 die and the total passes 

14,500. 

As I think that the evening is 

uneventful, James decides that he is 

hungry. Perhaps the Government 

can ramp up Nicky’s desire to 

continually feed an insatiable 

appetite. Richard Rackham 

 

 

 

 

Mayflower keeping an eye on Beldanga 

In 2019, Billericay Mayflower joined with RC 

Domkal Murshidabad and Global Sight 

Solutions to complete a Global Grant project 

with a total value of USD 44,000. This funded 

equipment and operations at the Rotary Eye 

Hospital in Beldanga, West Bengal.  

We have kept in touch with Murshidabad 

over the ensuing months through Rita. The 

Covid-19 lockdown has hit this very poor 

community hard, not least because the 

markets have been closed, and the local club 

recently sent the photos below showing 

members distributing food. This is a very poor 

area where people live a hand to mouth 

existence with little or no medical support.  

They have not requested support at this 

stage, but we hope Mayflower members 

would be receptive should they do so. A little 

money goes a long way. 
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Coronavirus -1 (some more crafty calculating from Chris Thurman) 

The reason why I am concentrating on the number of 

confirmed cases in my analysis is that many of the people 

who are confirmed as having the virus might require 

hospital treatment, which is why the growth rate of this 

statistic is so relevant both to hospital workloads and 

also to when the lockdown might end. But first, an 

update on the situation in our county. 

Thus, in the past week the number of cases has grown by 450, or by 34%, but the good sign is that the rate of 

growth is slowing down. However, there is no clue here to tell us when the lockdown might end.  

It is interesting to make an imaginary journey from (say) Harrods or Westminster to Essex.   To start with we 

pass through some central and inner London boroughs. 

Table 3: Central London Boroughs - data for Saturday 18 April 

Borough Population 
millions 

Density - pop (000) 
per square mile 

Number of 
confirmed cases 

Cases per million 

Kensington and 
Chelsea 

0.156 33 397 2545 

Westminster 0.255 31 544 2133 

Tower Hamlets 0.317 42 543 1713 

Hackney 0.280 38 543 1939 

Newham 0.352 25 842 2392 

Totals 1.360 - 2869 2110 

   (continued next page) 

Chris Thurman, as a 

statistician finds 

himself at home as he 

continues to dig out 

the stories behind 

Essex and London’s 

coronavirus figures 
 

Table 2: Essex updated 
 

Date Number of 
confirmed 

cases 

Increase on day before % increase on 
week before 

Incidence - 
number of 
cases per 

million people 
Number % 

Saturday 11 April 1331 99 8.0 123 901 

Sunday 12 April 1418 87 6.5 79 959 

Monday 13 April 1484 66 4.7 73 1004 

Tuesday 14 April 1562 78 5.3 67 1057 

Wednesday 15 April 1589 27 1.7 47 1075 

Thursday 16 April 1647 58 3.7 45 1114 

Friday 17 April 1721 74 4.5 40 1164 

Saturday 18 April 1781 60 3.5 34 1205 
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Coronavirus -1 (some more crafty calculating from Chris Thurman) 

 
figures are Southwark, 3322, and 

Lambeth with 3061.   By contrast, 

the figure for the number of 

confirmed cases for the whole of 

Lombardy (which includes Milan) is 

6375 and in Madrid it is 8301 people 

per million.  Goodness knows how 

the NHS would cope if it had to deal 

with figures like this! Population 

density is obviously a key factor 

 

and somewhere like Tower 

Hamlets has a density of 42,000 

per square mile which contrasts 

with Essex where the density is 

some 1,300 per square mile and 

even less in Suffolk at 520 per 

square mile. But I suspect that it is 

not the only important variable 

and income levels and quality of 

housing would be others.    

 

 

For instance, people with lower 

incomes living in central London tend 

to live in high-rise flats, which are 

not conducive to self-isolation, e.g., 

having to use a lift to go out for 

exercise, or shopping or work.  Thus, 

the journey begins in central London 

where the weighted average is 2110 

cases per million people, then into 

the outer London boroughs where 

the incidence falls to 1941 and finally 

to Essex where it is 1205.   If the 

journey were to be extended to 

Suffolk the incidence would fall 

considerably to 791. 

 

Table 4: Outer London Boroughs - data for Saturday 18 April 

 

Borough Population 
millions 

Density - pop 
(000) per square 

mile 

Number of 
confirmed cases 

Cases per million 

Barking and 
Dagenham 

0.212 15 383 1807 

Redbridge 0.304 14 581 1911 

Havering 0.258 6 538 2085 

Totals 0.774 - 1502 1941 

 

 
I feel sure that this a key finding - 

that the incidence of the virus is 

highest in the centre of a large 

conurbation or, more specifically, 

in areas with a high density of 

population, and, as you move 

away from the centre, the 

incidence falls. And it certainly 

helps to explain the Essex figure.   

Essex has many large towns, such 

as Harlow, Basildon, Chelmsford, 

Colchester and Harwich, but once 

you leave the M11 and A12 

corridors there is a lot of 

agricultural countryside with small 

towns and many villages.   

 

It is towns like Chelmsford that  

explain why the Essex figure of 

1205 is higher than the Suffolk 

figure of 791, but it is the 

agricultural area that explains 

why the Essex figure is lower 

than those of the outer London 

boroughs. 

But Essex is not alone in having 

a higher figure than more rural 

areas and could this be due to 

the county having many 

commuters?   I will return to 

this idea in a later note. Chris 

Some of the central London 

boroughs have higher incidence 

figures than any shown in this 

table.  The borough with the 

highest number of cases relevant 

to population might be Brent, 

which has a figure of 3505 cases 

per million inhabitants.     

Other boroughs with very high  

 

Ending social distancing when the numbers are starting to plateau, is rather like 

stopping your course of antibiotics because you’re starting to feel a bit better. 
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Time to get the family to zoom in for the future 

 

In 1972 I was appointed senior 
Town Planner leading on the team 
which was to clean up and 
redevelop a major part of 
Swansea. The Lower Swansea 
Valley covers some 700 acres and 
runs from above the M4, south to 
the docks and was the beating 
heart of the industrial city with key 
industries employing thousands of 
people. Unfortunately, most had 
closed when I arrived, leaving a 
moonscape of ores, chemicals, 
derelict buildings, and railway 
lines, which represented what was 
left of the world centre of copper 
smelting, a major iron and steel  

 

future and the way you tell it, 
(particularly if it’s in Welsh!), 
describing not only your life history 
but the making of the critical 
decisions and the underlying values 
will project you beyond the grave! 
So at this time of lockdown, it’s ideal 
for you to arrange for your 
grandchildren, or other family 
member, to set up a recorded 
interview on Zoom in which they can 
ask the salient questions and you 
can expand on your life and its highs 
and lows. You can start on your 
space trip, and say move to your life 
in the workhouse, followed by 
borstal and then the opportunity in 
the City but it’s helpful if you try and 
cover the main features in the 
interview which of course can be 
phased. One man I interviewed had 
done so much, and could recall it, 
that it took seven interview 
evenings. Of course, for those of us 
with skeletons or a MI5 background 
you’d better be good at 
extemporising! 
 

Barry Fagg 

suggests how 

the virus can 

show the way 

from past 

experiences 

centre supported by coal mining 
chemicals and associated dirty 
industries such as aluminium. This 
nineteenth century wilderness had 
no vegetation and was surrounded 
by residential areas, abandoned 
docks half-filled in, and bisected by 
transport routes as the gateway to 
Swansea. 
 As someone interested in history, I 
had a film and photographic record 
made, and thought about local 
people who had worked there. This 
led to the curator of the Swansea 
Miners Library hosting an oral 
history project the result of which 
can now be seen in the Swansea 
Council Archives at : 
https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/data/g
b216-th/th2    
I went on to interview members of 
my family and eventually gave digital 
copies to my sons to interest their 
offspring. The purpose of this article 
is to remind you that your story is 
unique and will interest others in the  
 

Mayflower praised for food parcel role 

Worthwhile, and increasingly relevant local charity.  

Big thanks to Rotarians Barry Fagg, Nick Sillitoe and Derek Collyer, who 

have worked hard with Noisy Phil and the Street Pastors, and the 

Billericay Town Football Club for making sure that this project is well 

organised and well-executed. We’ll keep Club updated as to the progress. 

 

 

Here are the Billericay Town 

Football Club ladies’ manager and 

supporters club committee 

member and supporters, hard at 

work making up food parcels for 

delivery. They know their 

customers very well and you can 

see they only have pretty basic 

stuff.  

Mayflower is delighted to not only 

be able to donate £500 to the 

Billericay Food Bank, but also play 

an active part in coordinating the 

marvellous response from Waitrose 

of donating around £1500 to this 

very  

The BTFC 

ladies’ 

manager 

and BTFC 

supporters 

club 

committee 

members 

https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/data/gb216-th/th2
https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/data/gb216-th/th2
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As many of you will know, I am a keen ‘Boot Camper’, and we BCs 
have been hit hard! 
We can’t go on site and our personal trainer - Darryl - is suffering 
financially until lock down finishes - whenever that may be!!!! 
So, Darryl has turned “Community”, and is offering free sessions to 
three audiences through Facebook Live. I and others are supporting 
Darryl by joining and donating funds to him in these dark days. 
There are sessions for: 
Seniors  
Adults 
Kids 
Here are a few pictures of this morning’s routine which started at 
10am. Why not join us!! You know you want to!! Gavin Taylor 

 

 

  

Gavin – putting the boot into “boot camp” 

I hate it when people ask 

me what I did yesterday, I 

don’t know, I breathed a 

lot, probably got cross 

with someone, sighed 

heavily – the list goes on! 
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I hope you’ll excuse me for 

sneaking in a bit of 

seriousness into the “Laughs” 

section, but it’s the only 

section that I have a good 

chance of people actually 

reading!!! 

As Zoom meetings are likely 

to be our modus operandi for 

the foreseeable, it’s probably 

a good idea if we established 

some “rules of engagement”. 

So, here we go!!! 

1. PLEASE mute your 

microphone when you’re 

not talking 

2. Leave the keyboard alone  

3. Be aware of your 

surroundings 

4. Speak up 

5. No food allowed 

6. Dress appropriately  

7. Stay seated and stay 

present 

Thanking you! ED. 

Serious business!!!! 

 

 

A great idea has come from one of our 

esteemed gang – a feature that could be 

added to the Lockdown Special which 

would give members a chance to voice an 

opinion on a matter of the moment. With a 

maximum of 200 words, it would be a  

 
platform to air a view, register a matter of interest, update on 

indisposed members (how is Colin Saunders and his knee, by 

the way?) or simply report a “moment of the week”. 

 I look forward to receiving your efforts!!! ED. 

The four 

stages of 

quarantine 
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1. Ted Walsh - Horse Racing Commentator – 'This is really a lovely horse. I once rode her mother.' 

2. New Zealand Rugby Commentator – 'Andrew Mehrtens loves it when Daryl Gibson comes inside of him.' 

3. Pat Glenn, weightlifting commentator – 'And this is Gregoriava from Bulgaria .. I saw her snatch this morning 

and it was amazing!' 

4. Harry Carpenter at the Oxford-Cambridge boat race 1977 – 'Ah, isn't that nice.. The wife of the Cambridge 

President is kissing the Cox of the Oxford crew..' 

5. US PGA Commentator – 'One of the reasons Arnie (Arnold Palmer) is playing so well is that, before each tee 

shot, his wife takes out his balls and kisses them ........ Oh my god !! What have I just said??' 

6. Carenza Lewis about finding food in the Middle Ages on 'Time Team Live' said:  - 'You'd eat beaver if you could 

get it.' 

7. A female news anchor who, the day after it was supposed to have snowed and didn't, turned to the 

weatherman and asked, 'So Bob, where's that eight inches you promised me last night?'  

Not only did HE have to leave the set, but half the crew did too, because they were laughing so hard! 

8. Steve Ryder covering the US Masters: 'Ballesteros felt much better today after a 69 yesterday.' 

9. Clair Frisby talking about a jumbo hot dog on Look North said: 'There's nothing like a big hot sausage inside 

you on a cold night like this. ' 

10 Mike Hallett discussing missed snooker shots on Sky Sports: 'Stephen Hendry jumps on Steve Davis's misses 

every chance he gets.' 

11. Michael Buerk on watching Philippa Forrester cuddle up to a male astronomer for warmth during BBC1's UK 

eclipse coverage remarked: 'They seem cold out there, they're rubbing eachother and he's only come in his 

shorts.' 

12. Ken Brown commentating on golfer Nick Faldo and his caddie Fanny Sunneson lining-up shots at the Scottish 

Open: 'Some weeks Nick likes to use Fanny, other weeks he prefers to do it by himself.' 

 
And while we’re on the subject of “double entendres” – did you hear the one about the girl who went into a 

cocktail bar and asked the barman for a double entendre, so he gave her one!! 

 
 

 

Some famous sports bloopers – thanks to Colin B. 


