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Lockdown Special No. 12 

What a posse of 

presidents! 

A day for big smiles as Barry 

Howe takes over the helm 

from an equally happy Yvonne 

Kyndt whose incredibly busy 

year with a whole range of new 

challenges unequalled by any 

of her 30 predecessors. A job 

brilliantly handled by the first 

lady to hold the Mayflower 

office. PJO 

 

 

 

 

 

Billericay Covid shock - Probing 

the background to Covid-19 - Chris 

Thurman reveals a worrying number 

of Billericay people hit by virus 

tragedy - see Page 4 

ALSO INSIDE 
- We can emerge stronger – Yvonne 

signs out - Page 2 

- Watch out for stress effects - 
Richard's warning - Page 3 

- Worthy new Fellows - Paul Harris 
awards - Pages 9 & 10 

- AG Jenny Wells joins in - 
Page 11 
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and wise council have made the 

Lockdown Specials rather more 

professional than they would have 

otherwise been!! 

This last edition of the Lockdown 

Special deliberately coincides with 

“unlocking the lockdown”. Before 

we try to get back to “normal”, it 

would be good to reflect on what we 

would like to remember a year from 

now. For instance, the importance 

of: 

• phoning family for no reason.  

• cherishing friends  

• Passing on the random acts of 

kindness that we’ve received 

On a more modest scale, don’t 

forget our “daily exercise” – no, not 

Joe Wicks. At the end of each day, 

let’s consider what has been right or 

wrong about our day and use those 

reflections to move forward. 

We can come out of this stronger for 

it, I’m sure. 

The last three months of my 

presidency have been a strange old 

journey: several lows: none worse 

than the loss of our dear friend 

Howard, but some highs too. I 

wouldn’t dream of complaining, as 

life has consistently been put into 

perspective from hearing of the 

plight of others, (thanks to Angela 

Newton here for a little reality 

check). I feel so grateful that I have 

had the most amazing travel 

companions.  

All that’s left is for me to wish our 
new president, Barry Howe, the very 
best of luck for the next Rotary year.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, we come to 

our last Lockdown 

Special, and the 

last “newsletter”  

” 

a few that represented Mayflower. I 

was moved yet again to see what 

shiny, happy people we are.  And 

I’m sure we don’t really need 

reminding, but we do some 

spectacular things!! Let’s keep our 

fingers crossed for Christmas 

Market! 

I’d like to reiterate my thanks to 

everyone who has made this year 

one of the most special for me: for 

Summerfest, thanks to Mark 

Chambers and his team; for the 

Dinner-Dance, thanks to Barry and 

Jan Howe, and Colin Breathwick 

and the casino team; for Christmas 

Market, thanks to David Randall 

and his team; for the Christmas 

Party, thanks again to Barry and 

Jan; for Carols at the Colbys’, thanks 

to Derek and Yvonne Colby; for Quiz 

Night, thanks to Mark and 

Stephanie Chambers, Ian Miller and 

Richard Rackham. My thanks too, to 

Secretary Ian Miller and Treasurer 

Derek Collyer who have helped me 

so much. To the chairs of our three 

teams: Mervyn Rogers, Colin 

Campbell and Barry Howe. And last 

but not least, members of the Ops 

team, without whom none of our 

big events would be possible.  

I am also indebted to Alistair and 

Nicola Moulds, Peter Owen and 

Stewart Ellis for pulling all the stops 

out so that the “User’s Guide to 

Mayflower” would be published in 

time.  

At this point I also want to thank my 

“Boss”, Peter Owen. His beady eye   Email: yvonne@kyndt.net     

Website: mayflowerrotary.org                                     
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts  

 

                                        
 
 
 
 

 

of my time as Mayflower’s 

president. I’d like to spend a little 

time reflecting…  

The word “unprecedented” has 

been bandied about over recent 

weeks. But it’s a word that couldn’t 

be more apt for the circumstances 

Rotary finds itself in for the first 

time since its inception in 1905. No 

longer are we able to raise funds 

from well-established events that 

enable us to support the many and 

varied areas of need in society, 

both here and abroad: we’re 

having to re-invent ourselves as an 

on-line organisation and “think 

outside the box”. All well and good, 

but our success, both financial and 

social, comes from that unique 

blend of fundraising and “bringing 

the community with us”, which is 

Mayflower’s proud hallmark. It’s 

going to take some imagination to 

rise to this particular challenge, but 

I know it’s not beyond us.  

Our Handover meeting was very 

special – again, not what we’re 

used to, but under the 

circumstances….. and to boast 62 

participants is something to be 

proud of. I wanted there to be a 

nostalgic flavour to our meeting, so 

I was pleased to have the excuse to 

go through some of the photos 

taken during the year, and to select  

 

Yvonne x 

http://www.mayflowerrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts
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Statues Lives Matter 

The tragic death of George Floyd, 

caused by a local law enforcement 

officer kneeling on his neck for over 

eight minutes, has caused protests 

supporting the Black Lives Matter 

movement across the world. The 

condemnation of those that pulled 

down the statue of a slave trader in 

protests in Bristol and even those 

that, after due process, removed 

another slave trader’s statue in 

London, was louder amongst some 

people than the condemnation of 

the police officer from Minnesota, 

who has now been charged with 

second degree murder. However, 

the condemnation is particularly 

loud from those who say that, 

under the threat of pandemic, we 

shouldn’t be gathering for protests 

at all. 

The problem is that many of these 

are the same people who 

vociferously defended Dominic 

Cummings in his regulation-defying 

trip to Durham and Barnard Castle. 

Those of us lucky enough to be able 

to venture outside will have seen 

the gradual increase in the 

numbers of people out and about. 

We will all have seen television 

reports about VE Day celebrations, 

people at beaches and the gradual 

re-colonisation of our parks and 

open spaces. This has been more 

pronounced since the Cummings 

incident and a modest lifting of the 

lockdown. Essentially, the public  

 

announced last week that everyone 

in NHS hospitals must now wear 

PPE (I imagine, in part, to mitigate 

this risk in the healthcare sector). 

The thing is that we don’t count as 

a hospital and, because we don’t 

report to NHS England (we report 

directly to the Department of 

Health and Social Care), we don’t 

come under this directive. So, 

because of the governance 

arrangements, we cannot get the 

PPE in sufficient quantities and 

even if we did get the PPE, we 

would not gain exemption from 

contact tracers and we could, 

depending on the function affected, 

lose the blood supply. This didn’t 

take long to sort out – just a letter and 

a long conversation. But the 

assumption was clearly that, as an 

organisation reporting directly to the 

department, we didn’t have an 

operational function and didn’t affect 

patient care. There are a couple of 

lessons here, first check your facts. 

Second, don’t assume. Could have 

been a real problem. 

Annual Leave 

I took last week as an annual leave 

week. I don’t think I realised myself 

how stressed I was and how much I 

needed the time. I feel much more 

chilled now having been working long 

hours, weekends and under extreme 

pressure. What I want to share is that 

sometimes we don’t recognise how 

stressed we are, or how much pressure 

we’re under. You are valuable, look 

after yourself. And that’s Richard 

Rackham, signing off…….. 

 

 

 

health message has gradually been 

lost and people are behaving as 

though the pandemic is over.  

We had three Pandemics in the 

20th century: Spanish Flu in 1918, 

Asian Flu in 1956, and Hong Kong 

Flu in 1968. We also had the Swine 

Flu in 2009. All four of these had 

second waves, and some had a 

third wave. We are not out of this 

yet and, without a vaccine, the 

greatest determinant of outbreak is 

public behaviour. The message is 

crucial but seems to be being lost. 

So, stay at home. If you can’t stay 

at home, practice social distancing. 

Keep washing your hands. Wear a 

face covering when out. Take care 

of each other. 

When is an NHS organisation, not 

an NHS organisation? 

I explained the issue with Test and 

Trace in my last contribution but in 

summary, if one person in a 

workplace tests positive for 

coronavirus, then it is possible that 

everyone in that workplace may 

need to isolate for 14 days. The 

only exemption is if people are 

wearing PPE, and Matt Hancock  

 

Richard 
Rackham 
concludes his 
insightful 
narrative on 
these 
extraordinary 
times   

Richard goes viral 

     

On behalf of all our readers I would like to give huge thanks to Richard for the time and 

effort he has put into keeping us both informed and entertained throughout lockdown.      

All contributions to James’ food bank fund welcomed!! Ed. 



4 | P a g e  
 

 

Covid-19 claims 41 Billericay lives 

 

Lockdown easing - general.   It is now three weeks since the easing started, and this has 

been followed by more measures further easing the lockdown, such as the opening of 

non-essential shops.  What has happened to the number of confirmed cases during this 

three-week period?   Does this number cruncher feel it is yet safe to walk to the High 

Street? 

Situation in Billericay.   I have found a map which shows the number of deaths in great 

geographical detail for England and Wales.  The source of the data is the Office of 

National Statistics (ONS) and the name given to each area is the one that they use.  The 

figures for Billericay are: 

Chris 

Thurman uses 

his statistical 

skills to reveal 

worrying 

figures 
 

Area - as described by the ONS March April May Total 

Billericay Central and 
Sunnymede 

1 9 1 11 

Billericay Queens Park * 1 6 3 10 

Billericay North East 1 1 1 3 

Billericay Tye Common ** 2 4 1 7 

Bursteads 1 2 2 5 

Steeple View and Noak Hill *** 2 3 0 5 

Totals 8 25 8 41 

 

 

 

* Area north of the railway line. 

** Area south of the railway line, but also including 

Western Road, southern end of High Street and South 

Green. 

*** Some of this area is south of the A127 which I 

think implies that it is part of Basildon. 

I thought that these figures were a wake-up call as it 

brings home the fact that the virus has been fatally 

active in our own backyard. 

 

 

Situation in Essex.  The week ending 20th June is 

the third week since the lockdown started to 

ease and after two good weeks this week has 

been disappointing, with a significant increase in 

the number of confirmed cases. The data for the 

first two weeks were giving this number 

cruncher hope that walking to the High Street 

would be feasible, but this latest figure is 

without doubt a cause for concern.  The figures 

for the final weeks of the lockdown and the first 

three weeks of its easing are shown in Graph 1 

on the next page. (continued next page) 

Did you hear about the dyslexic zombie? He only eats Brians. 
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 Crowded beaches clue to boost in new Essex cases 
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Graph 1: Essex - Number of new confirmed cases per 
week

Before easing After easing

The percentage increase in the week ending 20th 

June in Essex was 2.3%1, while the increases in 

neighbouring counties were: Suffolk 0.2%, 

Hertfordshire 1.2% and Cambridgeshire 0.6%.   

However, what is really worrying is that two unitary 

authorities located “within” Essex saw much higher 

growth rates: Southend 8.7% and Thurrock 6.5%. 

But is the Southend figure a clue as to why the 

situation in Essex has deteriorated this past week?    

There has been some super weather on several 

recent weekends and despite calls to keep away we 

know that Southend beaches have been crowded, as 

have other resorts in Essex, for example Frinton. 

Another possible reason for the increase in the Essex 

figure is the increased use of track and trace. It could 

be the first sign of a second spike, despite the 

lowering this week of the coronavirus alert level  

1 The increase in the number of cases in the seven 

days ending 30 June was 76; the cumulative number 

of cases on the 13 June was 3310 and thus 76 is an 

increase of 2.3%. 

from 4 to 3, and the overall UK picture (see Graph 

2 below) does not support it.  However, local 

spikes are always going to happen even when the 

overall situation is good. Finally, it could be a fluke. 

The UK situation.  Quite simply - this is good news.   

Since the easing of the lockdown the number of 

new cases per week has continued to decline.  

However, the decline is not consistent across the 

country. For the past week, the best performing 

region has been the South West with an increase 

of 0.4% in the number of newly confirmed cases, 

while North Wales was in a league of its own with 

an increase of 4.3%. I mentioned in note number 8 

(LS No. 11) that there was a new hotspot, Scotland.  

This is true and the areas are the Forth Valley, 

Greater Glasgow, and Clyde and Lanarkshire. 

I could not resist comparing the performance of 

the UK over the past three weeks with that of 

nearby European countries: 

(continued next page) 

Breaking news!! Everyone at John Lennon International Airport in Liverpool has been 

quarantined!                                                                                                                                   

Imagine…. all the people. 
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Wide differences in eurofigures 
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Graph 2: UK - Number of new confirmed cases per 
week

Before easing After easing
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Graph 3: UK compared some European countries

New cases in 3 weeks ending 20 June per million people

Sweden is not included in Graph 3 as its figure of 1894 

newly confirmed cases per million people in the three-

week period ending 30th June is so great that it dwarfs 

every other figure in the graph. Sweden followed a 

very relaxed policy regarding things like social 

distancing and closing down of the economy (even 

pubs and restaurants remained open). It is now 

reaping the whirlwind, and even the originator  

 

 

 

of this policy admits it was a mistake. 

Portugal is going through a bad time, which is a bit of 

a laugh when you remember that last week that it 

offered to have an air bridge for holidays with the 

UK. However, the UK itself is still doing far worse 

than its immediate continental neighbours. For 

instance, its figure is five times that of Germany (but 

more about that below). 
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Chris finds truth about crowded housing effect 

Final thoughts 1. High density housing….  One theme 

throughout the previous notes has been the 

conclusion that the incidence of the virus has been 

worst in areas of high density population.   This is now 

clearly seen in a map showing deaths around the 

country, and they are centred on urban areas with 

very, very few in agricultural regions. 

 

 

An additional theme is that many of those urban 

areas were once heavily industrialised, such as 

those in the North West and South Wales, These 

thoughts inevitably lead to questions of housing 

quality, and that in turn leads to thoughts of 

people on low incomes and the rise of inequality. 

 

Coronavirus - The worst- and least-hit areas as at 30 June 2020 

Lists based on the cumulative number of confirmed cases per million people 

The Worst Hit Areas  The Least Hit Areas 

Place No. Place No.  Place No. Place No. 

Denbighshire 7260 Sunderland 5004  Ceredigion 712 Lincolnshire 1499 

Rhondda 
Cynon Taf 

7257 Gateshead 4990  Rutland 875 West Sussex 1591 

Merthyr Tydfil 7100 Middlesbrough 4929  Dorset 979 Nottinghamshire 1784 

Cardiff 5978 Blackpool 4878  North East 
Lincolnshire 

1035 Kirklees 1811 

Newport 5516 Blaenau Gwent 4871  Devon 1043 Nottingham 1880 

Conwy 5308 Oldham 4852  Cornwall 1044 Cambridgeshire 1911 

Vale of 
Glamorgan 

5306 Wrexham 4772  Plymouth 1044 Buckinghamshire 1952 

SWansea 5182 Cumbria 4553  East Sussex 1391 Islington 1962 

Forth Valley 5132 Brent 4523  Somerset 1419 Leicestershire 1969 

South 
Tyneside 

5007 Knowsley 4520  Calderdale 1438 Suffolk 2040 

 

The comparison between the two halves of this table is 

striking. Those worst hit are old industrial towns, with 

the exception of Denbighshire, while those least hit are 

mainly agricultural areas with space - small towns and 

villages.     

 

I have wondered in past notes why Denbighshire 

is on this list, but it has two seaside resorts, Rhyl 

and Prestatyn, whose hey-days ended in the early 

1960s. They have large caravan sites that were 

used by holidaymakers from Merseyside and 

Lancashire.  But those days have gone. 
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Why Germany is in line to win the Covid-19 war 

….which leads to thoughts of income and social 

inequality. One of the big issues over the past few 

decades has been the increase in inequality of income.  

There is no doubt whatsoever that inequality has been 

increasing steadily for some 40 years.   It peaked just 

before WW1 and then declined steadily through two 

wars and the depression until about 1980 when it 

started to rise again until the present day. It has been 

estimated (by the economist Thomas Piketty) that in 

the UK in 2010 the top 10% of earners took 42% of total 

income, while the top 1% accounted for 14%.  As 

another economist (Robert Skidelsky) has put it: “The 

rich have raced away from the poor, and the very rich 

have raced away from the rich”.  

Interestingly, this a problem for countries such as the 

UK and USA rather than for some European countries.   

A third economist (Martin Wolf), finds that analysts 

with quite different ideological perspectives agree that 

the massive increase in inequality is the result of the 

liberalisation of finance, which occurred mainly during 

the 1980s. There are many problems arising from 

inequality. Economic, such as lower aggregate demand 

and lower productivity; political, such as distrust of 

political institutions or complete apathy; and moral, is it 

right in one of the wealthiest countries of the world 

there should be such great inequalities.  

But what has inequality to do with coronavirus 

casualties?  Who are the people who live in the housing 

estates or high-rise flats?  I will you leave to think about 

these questions.  

…..which leads to what a future inquiry should cover. I 

would expect that at some time in the near future there 

will be an inquiry reviewing government policy in all its 

aspects, both before and during the pandemic. I would 

hope that it will also look at the plight of those who 

were victims of the disease, including their 

demographics as well as their socio-economic 

background. 

Final thoughts 2 - comparison with Germany.  Quite 

simply, Germany has performed much better than the 

UK and so many other European countries in dealing  

 

with Coronavirus.   Why?   

An article over several pages in the FT Weekend 

Magazine dated 6/7th June was entitled “How 

Germany Got Coronavirus right” and aimed to 

answer this question. Germany had a six-week 

shutdown and entered it and left it before others.   

Furthermore, the article points out that Germany’s 

lockdown was not the most draconian. However, 

Germany has had two problems similar to the UK - a 

shortage of PPE, which at one time was acute, and a 

failure to produce a tracking app. Some of the points 

which emerge from the article are: 

1. Their first major advantage was that they had a 

“track and trace” system from the start. They were 

conducting tens of thousands of tests from the very 

start, which they soon increased tenfold.  This 

testing was co-ordinated with a tracing system.  

However, our “track and trace” system has only 

started in the last few weeks and it is not clear that 

it is yet fully functional. 

2. Germany spends 12% of GDP on health, and this 

was not reduced in the austerity period that 

followed the 2008 financial crisis.   By contrast, the 

UK spent between 7.5 and 8% prior to the pandemic, 

while the figures for Spain and Italy are 9.7% and 

8.6% respectively. 

3. The health service is decentralised, and this is 

considered by the Germans to be a great advantage, 

with more than 400 local health authorities. This 

means that it comes under the control of the local 

mayors.  

4. Sick people went into hospital earlier in their 

illness than in other countries, and furthermore 

Germany had a large number of beds available in 

Intensive Care Units; not all were used. 

5. The head of the department of healthcare 

management at Berlin University is quoted as saying 

“It makes a difference that the chancellor is a 

scientist and her chief-of-staff is a doctor.” 
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Revealing facts that speak for themselves 
 

Concept  Germany 

Population - millions  83.149  

Number of confirmed cases in past 3 weeks  7641  

Cases per million people  92  

Total Number of confirmed cases  190660  

Confirmed cases per million people  2293  

No of deaths  8960  

Deaths per million people  107  

 

 

I was thinking of writing a valedictory statement. I don’t think I need bother - these figures say it all.      

Chris Thurman 

 

 
This year’s Paul Harris Fellowship awards 

 

One of the great privileges of being president is that one can 

acknowledge officially the especially worthwhile contributions to 

Rotary in general, and the club in particular, of certain of our 

members.  

President Yvonne writes, “This traditionally happens at Charter 

Night, but as this normally very enjoyable event didn’t happen this 

year, I took great pleasure in recognising five Mayflower Rotarians 

during our Handover Zoom meeting. This wasn’t as easy as is sounds 

as a good deal of subterfuge was required to ensure that delivery of 

the certificates and badges to recipients’ partners was cloaked in 

secrecy. Judging by the surprised faces, I think we pulled it off”. 

 
Founder members Mike Bourne and Bert Cartwright were thrilled to be recognised for their early work on the 

international committee. 

Rotarian Colin Saunders, apart from being an all-round “top bloke”, went over and above the call of duty in 

volunteering to run Christmas Market in 2017, and can always be relied upon to provide conscientious back-up. 

Although Mark Chambers is a relatively new Mayflower Rotarian, he has been actively involved in Rotary for 

many years, starting off as a Rotaractor. Mark works tirelessly for Rotary causes and has successfully managed 

SummerFest.  

 

Rotarian Dr Alistair Moulds with 

his Paul Harris Sapphire award. 

I would personally like to thank Mayflower’s own statistician-in-residence, Chris, for his 

dogged unravelling of the often confusing figures. This has given us a much clearer picture 

of what has been going on, not only locally but further afield too. Ed. 
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And behind every successful man, there’s a surprised woman! 

 

Rotarian Bert and Maureen 

Cartwright 
 

Rotarian Mike and 

Irene Bourne 

Yvonne adds, “I was exceedingly pleased to be able 

to publicly acknowledge the tireless work that 

Rotarian Alistair Moulds put in to assure the success 

of our former “satellite club”, (now the Rotary Club 

of Billericay Town), in the form of a Paul Harris 

Sapphire award.  

A new club is a huge achievement, and, in the light a  

 

 

Rotarian Colin and Doreen Saunders 

Rotarians Mark 

and Stephanie 

Chambers  

of gradually diminishing RGB&I membership, is 

absolutely essential to ensure the healthy survival of 

Rotary.  

My thanks and congratulations to all. Brilliant 

work!!”.  

President Yvonne Kyndt 

 

 

 

Richard and Nicky Rackham enjoying tea and scones at one of 

Richard’s first “social” outings since lockdown. Both are still 

“hard at it”. Richard continues his dialogue with the highest 

echelons of the Blood Transfusion Service and the NHS, while 

Nicky has resumed her role as a transplant coordinator.            

I don’t know what they do AFTER lunch!  

What a shame we needed our brollies!! 

A break from NHS roles for tea and scones 
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Visit from AG Jenny Wells 

We were delighted to have the 

new Assistant Governor of Area 

4, Jenny Wells, join us for our 

Club Assembly. Jenny addressed 

the club, making a really good 

start by saying that we were “an 

incredibly impressive club”, and 

that we “showed great 

discipline”!!  

She reminded us that incoming 

District Governor Keith Brownlie 

had three ambitious objectives 

for his year: 

 

 

• Retain members 

• Grow Rotary 

• Get Rotary noticed 
 

Jenny went on to say that these 

are challenging times, but there 

is opportunity for great 

innovation, providing we can 

adapt and move fast.  

She reported that some District 

1240 clubs, such as Mayflower, 

have embraced technology to 

allow us to function, but others 

had gone into “hibernation”; 

some members having 

temporarily “joined” other clubs. 

But doing nothing is not really an 

option – we need to continue to 

engage in whatever way suits us. 

And not just fundraising. We 

should be looking to facilitating 

everyone to contribute in 

whatever way they can. 

On the subject of increasing the 

membership, she advised us to  

 

 

Just some of the 33 Mayflower members that attended 

our Club Assembly on June 18. We were very pleased to 

have our new AG Jenny Wells amongst us. 

highlight a sense of purpose, 

which has shown to be attractive 

to new members. We really need 

to both “retain and grow”. 

Jenny recounted RI President 

Holger Knaake’s recent 

presentation to District Assembly: 

he suggested that we should NOT 

be looking to going back to 

business as usual – we need to 

become streamlined and relevant. 

Jenny remarked that Zooming will 

give Mayflower time to do other 

things: 

• To keep the Admin. ball 

rolling. 

• Fundraising – and here the 

suggestion was that we need 

to diversify. 

• To focus on membership – an 

absolutely key area for Rotary 

in general given the steady 

decline in numbers. 

Jenny was very complimentary 

about our excellent international 

links: Port Elizabeth; Moldova; 

Rajkot. 

She described Mayflower as “brand 

leaders” in Billericay, but was 

impressed by how well the three 

Billericay Rotary clubs work 

together and support each other. 

Jenny reiterated the need to be 

patient and kind; to value our 

members; to encourage everyone 

to get involved, and to focus on 

what we can do and not what we 

can’t do.  

She concluded by wishing us the 

very best of luck for the next year, 

and with the offer of help as she 

plans to be a very “hands on” AG. 

Thank you, Jenny. 

 

I certainly regretted rubbing ketchup in my eyes. 

But that’s Heinz-sight for you. 
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Mayflower says “goodbye” to dear friend and loyal Rotarian Howard Watson 

To suggest that if felt an unusual way to 

say goodbye is truly an understatement. 

Thanks to Covid restrictions, Mayflower 

was unable to pay their respects to our 

good friend Howard Watson and his 

family in the traditional fashion. 

However, it was no less heartfelt and 

sincere for all that. 

Two groups of Mayflower members and 

their partners formed “guards of 

honour” as Howard, and Jeannine, 

Stephen, Nathalie and Chlea passed by 

on their way to Herongate. The first, 

lining the roads of Sylvan Tryst and the 

Spinney, the second along Tye Common 

Road.  

Some of us were then able to witness the 

funeral service from our televisions or 

computers, as funerals allowing only tiny 

numbers of attendees, with no church 

service, have become the new “normal”. 

It’s not how we would have wanted to send off a very valued friend 

and Rotarian but nevertheless, it was a moving, reflective, and 

ultimately, positive event. 

It was remarkable how many of us who had not just been in 

lockdown, but positively “shielding”, were reluctant to return to the 

comparative safety of our homes. We stayed chatting and delighting 

in seeing our friends again for a good while. How we’ve missed that! 

Despite the strange circumstances, Howard’s funeral admirably 

fulfilled the purpose of communal grieving that even Covid-19 could 

not negate, bringing friends and family together with a common 

heart. 
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A special report from our special literary correspondent – Dr A Moulds 

Thursday 26th June was a red-letter 

day that will go down in the annals 

of Mayflower! A deadline was 

approaching for President Yvonne to 

deliver on her pledge to produce a 

Handbook for the club during her 

year. Apart from being the first 

woman President in the club’s 30-

year history, the Handbook was to 

be her legacy.  

Rising to the challenge, the club 

delivered. Peter Owen loyally rose 

from his sick bed (rose is perhaps 

too strong a word) to cast a critical 

eye on the copy and operate (as only 

he knows how to) Crystal Print’s 

software. Stewart Ellis (the arch 

exponent of last-minute.com) 

guaranteed a finished product by 

11.00 on the 26th and achieved it, 

although the other 79 finished 

products had to wait until 13.30 to 

be completed! What a superb job 

and a credit to his printing expertise.  

A top-notch Amazon-like delivery 

team of Nicola, Yvonne and Alistair 

swung into action to ensure all 45 

members who wanted copies would 

have them in time for the handover 

meeting on Zoom at 20.00.  

While we have all cursed the 

Coronavirus pandemic it proved to 

have a silver lining. All those visited, 

bar two couples, were in!! Not only 

that but they had been starved of 

physical human company for so long 

that they were so welcoming and 

chatty that the last delivery (to Keith 

Dewis) was finally effected at 18.30  

(the delivery man was delighted to 

learn Arsenal were 1-0 up!). 

To say Yvonne was like a dog with 

two tails as so many of you waved 

your copies at her during the Zoom 

meeting would be an 

understatement. And she still has the 

pleasure to come of distributing 

promotional copies (enhancing, if that 

is possible, our reputation) to various 

Rotary bigwigs who had expressed an 

interest in receiving them.  

    

                          

over the following year. Thank you.                                                                                                                                                           

John Vaufrouard 

• Nick gave this to me as I was 

sunbathing and as I’m so nosy I 

was delighted to look at it. I read 

chunks of it and found it really 

interesting and informative.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Jane Sillitoe 

• Thank you for the extra copies 

which I can take on my ADG travels 

to hand out to other clubs’ 

Presidents. Who knows someone, 

somewhere may benefit from our 

expertise?                            

Richard Rackham  

• I had this idea more than 20 

years ago. Perfect for new 

members!                                          

John Murray 

• A hell of an achievement. At last 

we have found a way to stop 

flailing in the dark, groping for 

ideas as to how to do things.                                                                                                                          

Peter Owen 

• Great! This will be going into my 

“Memory Box” so in future years 

when I look at it, it will bring back 

lots of Rotary memories.                                                                                                      

Keith Dewis                                                                                                  

• The best value in Rotary for 

under £1.                                                                                                              

(anonymous Arsenal-

supporting Scotsman) 

Newsflash:  We have reached 

number 3,251,642 on Amazon’s 

best sellers’ list! Alistair 

 

Some reactions, hot from the press: 

• Congratulations on a superb 

handbook. It is a joy that I won’t 

have to sit through any more 

sessions of “Well, what do we pay 

them, etc?” - Section A, page 24, 

item 7 bullet point 1 refers.     

Finlay McLeod  

• I am sure the Handbook will be 

invaluable in the years to come as 

we no longer carry on the practice of 

having a member shadow the 

current incumbent before taking  

 
Postscript: I’d just like to thank EVERYONE that made this handbook possible: the individual 

contributors, and of course the dream team of Peter Owen, Nicola and Alistair Moulds, and 

Stewart Ellis, without whom this would NOT have happened!!! Yvonne x 

Yvonne Kyndt delivering on 

her President’s pledge – 

just in time!! 
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Just read an interesting fact. Bruce Lee had a vegan 

brother.  

Broco Lee. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

I was feeling 

bad about the 

future, but 

then I 

installed the 

new version 

of Office. 

It really 

improved my 

Outlook. 

 

Two cannibals 

are having a 

meal. One 

turns to the 

other and says, 

"You know, 

your wife 

makes a great 

roast." 

The other 

replies, "I 

know. I'm 

going to miss 

her." 

Turns out it was a marble in 

the ashtray! 

My horse has 

insomnia, she 

keeps 

everyone 

awake. 

She’s a 

nightmare!! 


