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Lockdown Special No. 11 

A certain smile that 

meant so much 

He earned the respect of us all and 

the affection as a friend, fellow 

Rotarian and leader of so many good 

causes. Howard Watson who died so 

sadly last week will be missed by all 

who knew him and admired his 

many unrivalled qualities. See page 

three 
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 I have to begin this 

penultimate edition 

of Lockdown 

Special very sadly 

by  ” by announcing the passing of our 

dear friend, Mayflower Rotarian 

Howard Watson. I am grateful to 

Peter Owen for undertaking the 

honourable but unenviable task of 

writing a tribute to Howard. 

I know Howard would want us to 

try to be as normal as possible 

(despite illness he was a loyal 

participant in our Zoom meetings, 

he was even present at the AGM a 

few days ago), so I’d like to 

continue by reporting on what felt 

like a very “normal” meet-up in 

Lake Meadows this week. 

Triggered by the disgraceful 

amount of rubbish being left 

behind at this wonderful local 

amenity, PDG Nick Sillitoe decided 

to do something about it, so his 

appeal for volunteers to “we’re all 

going on a litter-pick” was met 

with great enthusiasm not only 

from Mayflower Rotarians, but 

those from the Lunchtime and 

Billericay Town clubs – a heart-

warming example of Rotary 

working together in Billericay. We 

all agreed that the previous 

weekend’s poor weather meant 

that the job was not quite as 

“productive” as it would have 

been after previous weekends. 

Nevertheless, a good pile of 

rubbish was collected.  

 

Our thanks go to Billericay Town 

Council’s Deborah Tonkiss for the 

gloves and grabbers.  

And it didn’t turn out to be as 

entirely altruistic as it seemed: I 

think everyone also got a great buzz 

from seeing old friends and doing 

what Rotary does best – working 

together. A win-win in fact! 

 

 

has been a bit of “fresh air” in this 

relentless confinement. People have 

been very tentatively spreading their 

wings, from meeting for barbeques in 

the garden, to invitations to tea. So, I 

was delighted to accept an invitation 

from Tricia and Edward Fortune for 

some socially distanced tea and cake 

in their garden (which I confess 

extended to a very nice glass of some 

serious French wine). We had a lovely 

time.  

I’ll apologise now for bringing the 

subject up again – I thought the saga 

of collared doves, Lovey and Dovey, 

was self-limiting. But to my great 

delight, mum and dad have been busy 

refurbishing the nest and low and 

behold, this week one of them is back 

on the nest, incubating once again 

what I hope will be another two of 

these charming avian “neighbours”.   

Don’t forget, Angela Newton will be 

our special guest this Thursday! 

Finally, and I’m paraphrasing 

something I heard on the radio: 

“When a good person dies the world 

SHOULD notice. That we are sad and 

upset is because we have lost a good 

person”.  Yvonne x 

 

 

 Email: yvonne@kyndt.net     

Website: mayflowerrotary.org                                     
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts  

 

                                        
 
 
 
 

 

 

L to R: Mayflower’s Colin 

Breathwick, Steve McEvoy, 

Nick Sillitoe (with Ted in the 

middle), using grabbers to 

ensure correct social distancing 

 

 

Billericay Town’s Barbara 

Campbell, and Mayflower’s 

Colin Campbell and Nick piling 

up the spoils of the day 

Whatever our opinion regarding the 

easing of lockdown – too soon, not 

soon enough, inconsistent ….. we’d 

have to all agree that the past week  

http://www.mayflowerrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts
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Sincere tributes keep flooding in 

A Gentle Man and a Gentleman. A 

terrible loss to us all. A firm 

friend. A keen Rotarian and a 

thoroughly decent man. Sincere, 

warm, charming. The tributes 

kept coming following the sad 

death of Mayflower founder 

member Howard Watson last 

week at the age of 73. 

He passed away following 

complications arising from the 

leukaemia for which he had been 

treated over recent months.  The 

date of his funeral is yet to be 

arranged because of delays 

caused by the coronavirus. Burial 

will take place at the Woodland 

Cemetery at Herongate but 

because of covid-19 restrictions 

the ceremony will be attended 

only by family members. It was 

appropriate that President 

Yvonne organised two minutes of 

reflection during Thursday’s club 

Zoom meeting accompanied by 

pictures of Howard and Jeannine. 

One of Howard’s great strengths 

was his love for his family and the 

thoughts of everyone have gone 

out to his widow Jeannine, son 

Stephen, daughter Nathalie and 

granddaughter Chlea, who is now 

in her third year at university, and 

on whom he doted. 

In turn, their strength right now 

has come from the flood of 

messages and tributes, many of 

which are from overseas. Howard 

committed himself to so many 

causes both within Rotary and 

beyond and as chairman of a 

twinning association forged  

valuable links with friends in France. 

He was an active member of 

Billericay Circle Français, and 

treasurer at the time of his death. 

Born at Chadwell Heath, he met 

Jeannine, a French au pair in 1970 

and they married a year later. He 

was born into the Anglican church 

(his brother was to become a Church 

of England rector), but Howard was 

to join Jeannine in Roman Catholic 

worship. They were married in the 

catholic church in the French village 

where Jeannine was born and where 

her father still lives. Son Stephen 

was born in 1974 and Nathalie two 

years later. 

The family moved from Goodmayes 

to Dedham Close, Billericay in 1975 

and six years later to the house in 

Sylvan Tryst where Howard was to 

live until his untimely death. 

formed in 1990 and its president in 

2004-5. He enjoyed his Rotary 

involvement both on the official 

side where he worked tirelessly for 

RYLA, the youth leadership scheme, 

but he also shared to the full in the 

social side of Mayflower life. He was 

a keen “involver” in the club’s 

annual scatter and handling a nifty 

cue at snooker in the district winter 

sports. Together with his close 

friend John Vaufrouard, Howard 

played regularly with fellow 

Rotarians and friends in golf at 

Stock Brook Manor course.  

Howard’s commitment to all he did 

socially was reflected too in his 

professional life as an international 

banker.  Much of what he achieved 

here he was happy to talk about in 

recent Mayflower News articles. 

Members were to learn of his days 

in London and in particular one day 

where he dovetailed Rotary 

membership with a breakaway from 

high finance to do a lunchtime visit 

to a city club and ended the busy 

day with a rush back to a Thursday 

night Mayflower meeting. Little 

wonder he was teased unfairly for a 

number of years after nodding off 

during a slightly less than dynamic 

speaker meeting. That day in 

question he had been arranging the 

sale to a British bank of a $10 

million participation in a loan for a 

US borrower, guaranteed by its 

Australian parent. The first 

incoming call of the day had been 

from their Paris branch seeking 

advice on the renegotiation of a 

loan syndicated among 36 banks for 

a French company. (continued next 

page) 

 Howard became a member of the 

Billericay-based Catenians, part of an 

international body of catholic 

laymen. 

He became involved with St Peter’s 

Roman Catholic School in Billericay 

and was chairman of governors there 

for a number of years, putting in 

many committed hours of work. 

He became a member of Billericay 

Mayflower when the club was  
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Thoroughly nice guy - irreplaceable 

Then at 10.30, a colleague wanted 

to discuss a possible sale of a US 

aircraft deal to a German bank but 

had run into trouble as European 

banks cannot take possession of 

US registered aircraft in the event 

of a default under the loan. “Half 

an hour later we had agreed a 

practical solution for our legal 

people to agree,” he wrote. 

By now his secretary had taken 

messages from banks including 

one from a potential client who 

was responding to an offer his 

bank had made for a $50 million 

credit facility. A call then from a 

colleague in New York wanting to 

discuss a possible project  

 

 

 

financing in Scandinavia, involving 

some US banks. Then a proposal for 

another Scandinavian company 

wanting funds at a margin under 

market price. 

As in all he did, quietly, 

professionally and with the good 

grace for which he had become 

known everywhere, he achieved. 

He achieved so much. He earned an 

enviable reputation as a thoroughly 

nice guy. That was our Howard. 

Irreplaceable.         Peter Owen  

 

 

 

 

‘App-en there’s some exciting news about the Billericay Food Bank. 

At last Thursday’s Zoom meeting 

we were delighted to be able to 

welcome Billericay Town Rotarian 

Nick Lang and his son Chris. Many 

of you will remember that Chris 

developed a “map” app that was 

extremely useful at last year’s 

Christmas Market that allowed 

visitors to find their way to  

 

 to whichever type of stall they were 

looking for.  

Well, Chris has almost finished 

developing a “dynamic shopping 

list” app, this time for the Billericay 

Food Bank with the objective of 

making donating food and other 

items much more targeted. 

Potential donors will be able to 

consult the “traffic light” system on 

the app to see whether a donation 

of beans would be more useful 

than a trayful of apples.  

The listings will be kept up-to-date 

by the food bank admin team. Well 

done, Chris! 

Howard receiving his Paul 

Harris Fellowship award from 

President Sri in 2017 

Howard with best friend, JV 
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One worries about direct contact 

from the Editor of an august journal 

such as this, so when Madame 

President called, I was expecting that 

perhaps MI5 or the Information 

Commissioner had made a 

complaint. But no, Mayflower’s 

“Lockdown Special” was just going 

fortnightly. So instead of a diary, I 

thought I’d reflect views from 

Pandemic Central in a summary of 

the major issues rather than a 

journal. So here goes! 

Five Go to Barnard Castle 

The big story over the Whitsun Bank 

Holiday was, of course, Dominic 

Cummings’ trip to Durham. The story 

was initially denied, and then was 

“within the rules” and Grant Shapps 

admitted that he did go to Durham 

but had isolated and didn’t leave the 

Durham property once. Downing 

Street issued a press release saying 

that they would not, “Waste our 

time answering a stream of false 

allegations". The Prime Minister 

focused on the childcare issues and 

said that, “Looking at the situation, I 

think any father, any parent, would 

understand what he did”. 

The pressure clearly got too much, 

and on Bank Holiday Monday Mr 

Cummings held a press conference, 

which was much picked over in the 

following days and essentially relied 

on a number of frankly implausible 

justifications. First, he and his wife 

would have to have Schrodinger’s 

Coronavirus, in which you both have 

the virus and don’t have the virus at 

the same time. Second, he would 

have had to escape undetected 

the fly, just to excuse a culprit on 

the Number 10 staff leads people to 

believe that the rules don’t matter. 

That means that people will chose 

to ignore the rules, infections will 

rise, and people will die. 

No advisor, no super-forecaster, no 

Svengali is worth the deaths of 

thousands. This was a time that 

public health mattered more than 

politics, and leadership was 

required. No one stepped up. 

Test and Trace 

On 29th April, Sir Simon Stevens 

wrote to the Chief Executives of 

NHS organisations and, amongst 

lots of other information, he let the 

NHS know that “Test, Track and 

Trace” was coming in the next few 

weeks. On 20th May, in response to 

a question at PMQs, Boris Johnson 

said that there would be a “world 

beating” system by 1st June. On 

27th May, Matt Hancock 

announced that “NHS Test and 

Trace” would be implemented the 

following day. Other than that, the 

NHS received no guidance or prior 

notification. There’s lots of criticism 

that has been reported, but there is 

a practical problem that I have been 

trying to manage. 

Imagine, if you will, a workplace 

where a single individual has 

symptoms of coronavirus. They 

report to the contact tracers, get 

their test and the result is positive. 

Now all contacts, including the 

workplace, have to self-isolate for 

14 days. I asked for guidance, and 

Prof Stephen Powis, Medical 

(continued next page) 

 

 (continued next page) 

 

from a house that was under siege. 

Third, his iron-bladdered four-year-

old, who didn’t need a stop 

between London and Durham, was 

desperate for toilet between 

Barnard Castle and Durham. Of 

course, we can’t forget the 

Cummings replacement for 

Specsavers: a trip to Barnard 

Castle. As the cherry on the 

mendacity cake, he tried to claim 

that he had predicted a coronavirus 

pandemic, when it was later proved 

that his blog was edited to add this 

“prediction” in mid-April. 

Apart from the clear breach in 

regulations (see 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi

/2020/350/2020-03-26  for details) 

and the fact that so many people 

have made huge sacrifices to keep 

to the regulation, why does this 

matter? A successful response to a 

pandemic is all about leading public 

behaviour until a vaccine is 

produced. If the belief in regulation 

and guidance is undermined, then 

people will do just what they feel. 

Mr Cummings’s flagrant disregard 

is unhelpful, the excuses made for 

Cummings by the same people that 

condemned Catherine Calderwood 

and Neil Ferguson for the same rule 

breaches are awkward.  The clear 

lying and making up new rules on  

Richard 

Rackham 
turns his back 

briefly on his 

pandemic role 

and domestic 

juggling to 
fire a few 

blanks 

Richard Goes Viral – and casts a caustic glare 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/350/2020-03-26
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/350/2020-03-26
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 Thanks for the messages, and praise for teachers 

Director for NHS England, emailed 

back telling me that NHS workers 

were not exempt, a negative test 

does not release a contact from 

isolation, but if PPE is worn, this 

would mean that the contact would 

not qualify as a “contact”. Of course, 

there isn’t enough PPE to issue it to 

all of our front-line staff in critical 

areas, and social distancing isn’t 

possible in all of our laboratories, 

vehicles, staff rooms and other 

locations. 

I’m sure that all workplaces will have 

similar issues, and so could lose a 

whole shift or their whole staff with 

no warning. I wonder if everyone 

appreciates that this is a risk?  

Being a Hero 

I want to thank those who have 

contacted Nicky and me with their 

kind comments following our 

appearance in the RGBI magazine. 

For those who haven’t seen it, we 

were under the headline “Rotary 

Heroes” which, whilst gratifying, is 

probably more than a little over-

exuberant. Nicky certainly deserves 

the epithet more than I, but actually 

we are just doing our jobs. It does 

seem odd that people use the “hero” 

label now, but don’t think so much 

about many of our core services in 

normal times. I have to say that, 

trying to cajole a very reluctant 12-

year-old into doing homework has 

resulted in my opinion of teachers, 

already pretty high, being 

significantly increased. Perhaps, 

when all this is over, we should think 

a little more about those that do the 

work of ensuring that society 

 

functions – we can’t pretend to be 

unaware of the jobs that they do any 

more. 

Dressed for Success 

Not all business stops as a result of 

coronavirus, and we have become 

very used to meetings by Skype, 

Zoom, Teams, Hangouts and 

telephone. As time has gone on, we 

have become less and less formal and 

I, like many, have long since 

abandoned suits and ties, even for 

quite formal meetings. 

The world of HR management has, of 

course, also continued and as a 

senior member of staff I have the 

power to dismiss and am regularly 

asked to chair disciplinary, grievance 

and appeal panels. I had to chair my 

first disciplinary panel by Zoom and I 

thought that I should think about 

dressing a little more formally. The 

panel was fine, we reached an 

outcome, wrote the outcome letter 

and ended the call. I finished off 

some emails, and then decided I 

could do with a cup of tea.  

 

 James saw me leave the room, 

and almost choked because he 

was laughing so hard as he saw 

his dad exit his makeshift office 

wearing a formal work shirt and 

a pair of shorts with bare feet. 

Formal wear, but only from the 

chest up.  Richard Rackham 

 

 

Rotary in Billericay 

making Lake Meadows 

a tidier place 

 

 

 

VP Barry Howe and 

Billericay Town’s Jan 

Howe – a great team! 



7 | P a g e  
 

  

 
News from Jo Bega, Child Rescue Nepal 

Devi, who received a food parcel, 

told us her story:- 

. “My husband usually collects sand 

from the riverbed, but his work 

suddenly ended with the lock-down. 

We tried to ration our food, but it 

soon ran out. We’ve been collecting 

small fish and crabs from the river 

and looking for wild yams, but my 

family hasn't had a proper meal for 

16 days. I have a four-month-old 

baby, but my milk is not enough for 

him because there isn’t any food in 

my body. I have been so worried 

about him – and my three other 

children too. 

Today we walked for four hours on a 

difficult road, but it was worth it You 

have given us enough food for over 

a month, and we feel like the 

luckiest people in the world. We will 

make this food last for a long time. 

Our children will be so happy. 

  

 

 
 

 

Thank you for sending help when it 

was urgently needed. We still don’t 

know when lockdown will end, but 

with your support we can keep giving 

practical help to communities and 

hungry families.  

Thank you. Jo Bega  

Devi and her husband were 

relieved to finally receive 

food for their family 

 

Two weeks ago, we shared an 

update from Nepal and asked for 

your support. Our supporters have 

overwhelmed us with their 

kindness, giving over £8,000 to our 

appeal. This quick and generous 

response meant that we could act 

fast to meet the needs of those in 

extreme hardship. 

We've supplied industrial-sized 

containers of handwash and 

sanitiser to a community health 

post, and over 1,000 face masks 

and gloves. We've also started 

installing water tanks. 

In addition, last week our team 

took a tractor into the rural 

communities of Makwanpur and 

delivered 200 food parcels to 

hungry families. 

 

We want to express our gratitude 

because we now have enough to eat 

and can sleep well. Dherai Dherai 

Dhanyabad (thank you so much).”   

 

 

Locked out but not rained off 

A determined granddaughter was 

not going to let a violent downpour 

prevent a visit to Nana and Grandpa 

Sylvia and Peter Owen. Shelley 

Moore, who is also granddaughter 

to Doreen and the late Peter, 

Mayflower’s founder president, 

brought along fiancé Jason and 

their new puppy Pepper to share 

the moment. 

 

The lockdown means that no one is 

allowed beyond the garden thereby 

ensuring that the seniors retain their 

safety barrier. So, Shelley, one of the 

ten in the Owen grandchild Dynasty 

brought the brolly as the rain pelted 

down on their Sunday visit. It meant 

an hour’s fun conversation while 

keeping strictly to the rules, in this 

case delivering food for the old folks’ 

fridge. Peter Owen 

Scientists have discovered another deadly pathogen they are calling the Peekaboo virus. 

Doctors are sending anyone with Peekaboo straight to ICU. 

Shelley, Jason 

and Pepper 
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When will I feel it’s safe to walk the High street? 

  

 

Lockdown easing – general. The first stages of easing the lockdown 

took place on 1st June, although it is worth noting that some of the 

scientific advisers thought that this was too early.   Inevitably these 

notes are dominated by this change in the terms of the lockdown.   It 

was also at this time that “The Government” decided that it was now 

OK for people on the highly vulnerable list, people like me, to go out 

once a day.  However, this number-cruncher is concerned that it might 

be too soon and wanted to have an independent look at the data.  Put 

simply, when will I feel that walking to the High Street is safe? 

Lockdown easing: beforehand - 

the UK scene.   The number of 

new confirmed cases per week for 

the past five weeks for the UK 

were: 33833 - 33,000 - 24901 - 

16993 - 15672.   After a decline, 

the figures for the past two weeks 

are about the same.  Although 

this is the nearest to a continuous 

series it is possible to get, changes 

in the number of tests together  

 

with the effect of the new testing 

procedure once it is up and running 

will eventually impact upon the 

series.  These are the figures 

published on the BBC website 

although I have heard some 

commentators refer to 7,000 new 

cases per day. 

Other countries are also easing 

lockdowns at this time and so I 

thought that some inter-country  

 

comparisons would be useful, even 

though there are inevitably drawbacks 

in making such comparisons.    The 

above graph shows that the UK figure 

for new cases for the most recent 

week is considerably higher than that 

for other countries emerging from the 

lockdown, e.g., the UK figure is SIX 

times that of Germany and THREE to 

FOUR times that of Spain, Italy and 

France.   (continued next page) 

 

 

Chris Thurman 

who has been 

unravelling the 

statistics for 

readers over  

 
recent weeks has found a glimmer 

of light as hopes for an easier 

future are growing 
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 Some more crafty calculating from Chris 

 This comparison does not inspire 

confidence that all will be well in 

the future.    Incidentally, this 

graph also throws into doubt the 

policy followed by Sweden and 

shows why Denmark is refusing to 

have an open border with 

Sweden.  (The Scandinavian 

countries have had open borders 

between them for decades.) 

A second spike?  Almost certainly 

the question is not “if” but 

“when”.   Normally it might be 

expected to happen in the 

autumn as the weather cools off, 

but, given that the current level of 

new cases is so much higher than 

when our European neighbours 

starting easing their lockdowns, it 

leads to the thought that the 

second spike could happen much 

earlier than that, such as in late 

June or early July.  And if this is 

the case, then an awful thought 

arises which is that there might 

even be a third spike in the 

Autumn. 

Lockdown easing: beforehand - 

the Essex scene.   The number of 

new cases for each of the past five 

weeks were: 413 - 225 - 203 - 109 

- 93.    This trend is very much in 

line with that for the UK shown 

above.    I have not included a 

trend line this time (a three-day 

moving average) but the trend has 

been wobbling between 10 and 

15 confirmed cases per day for 

almost two weeks.  

Essex was much better than this, 

with a growth of only 1% or 31 

new cases - the best for a long 

time. 
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Essex: Number of new confirmed cases 
per day of Coronavirus, 2020

 

  Will it last?  One question which 

comes to mind is - where are these 

cases.  Clacton/Jaywick? 

Colchester? Harlow? Basildon? In 

care homes?  How many (if any) are 

there in Billericay?  Do the figures 

give me the confidence to leave the 

house and go to the High Street?  

Regionally, the worst hit area was 

North Wales growing by 7.3%, with 

other hotspots being South Wales, 

North East and North West growing 

between 2 and 3%, although the 

industrial towns of South and West 

Yorkshire grew by 3.3%.     

Within these figures there are 

some significant increases.   The 

biggest increase in confirmed cases 

over the past week has been in 

Somerset with 14.1%.  The reason 

is due to problems at a hospital in 

Western-super- Mare.   Otherwise 

the major increases have been in  

Denbighshire which has been a 

hotspot for some time with an 

increase in number of confirmed 

cases of 10.4% and Doncaster with 

10.6%.   

A new hotspot - North Wales.   Last 

week I drew attention to the 

problems of South Wales and 

wondered why Denbighshire 

featured on the list of the most 

heavily infected areas.   This week 

the position in North Wales has 

deteriorated.   The centre is 

Denbighshire where the incidence 

(cases per million people) has risen 

from 5781 to 6073 and then 6781 

over the past three weeks. The 

main town in the area is Wrexham, 

which has its own local government 

area.   It is an old industrial town; a 

little-known fact is that in 1882 

Wrexham Brewery became the first 

brewery in the UK to only produce 

lager.  (continued next page) 
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Wales and Scotland have a different message for Essex readers 

It has an incidence of 4308.   The 

other area with a high incidence is 

Conwy with a figure of 4795.   

Other than Wrexham, I wonder 

how the seaside towns of 

Prestatyn, Rhyl, Colwyn Bay and 

Llandudno are coping with the 

economic changes that have hit our 

economy over the past two or 

three decades and whether this has 

any bearing on the growth in the 

incidence of the virus in North 

Wales. 

A new hotspot (?) - Tayside.   This 

has just emerged as an area with a 

highish incidence and I will see 

how the caseload progresses in 

this and neighbouring areas.   I 

haven’t been looking at Scotland in 

any detail, but it suddenly 

appeared as a hotspot on a BBC 

news map.  The area includes 

fishing and jute manufacturing 

towns such as Dundee, Arbroath 

and Forfar. 

Lockdown easing - a regional 

approach?  There is already some 

form of a regional approach  

 

because of the existence of 

devolved governments.   It has 

been suggested that because 

there are many differences in the 

incidence of the virus across the 

country and as the hotspots are 

changing, for instance, the 

epicentre was London but it is 

now the North East and Wales, 

that there is a strong case for 

easing the lockdown by 

geographical areas, however 

defined.  Let there be no doubt, 

there are major differences 

around the country.   

Coronavirus - The Worst Hit and the Least Hit Areas as at 30 May 
 

Lists based on the cumulative number of confirmed cases per million people 

The Worst Hit Areas  The Least Hit Areas 

Place No. Place No.  Place No. Place No. 

Rhondda 6672 Middlesbrough 4794  Ceredigion 575 West Sussex 1537 

Merthyr Tydfil 6533 Blaenau Gwent 4771  Rutland 875 Nottinghamshire 1696 

Denbighshire 6073 Blackpool 4576  Dorset 963 Kirklees 1711 

Cardiff 5578 Oldham 4572  North East 
Lincolnshire 

969 Cambridgeshire 1765 

Newport 5394 Knowsley 4447  Cornwall 1014 Nottingham 1829 

Swansea 5117 Brent 4444  Devon 1021 Leicestershire 1830 

Sunderland 4975 Conwy 4427  Somerset 1233 Buckinghamshire 1848 

South 
Tyneside 

4960 Cumbria 4417  East Sussex 1286 Islington 1929 

Gateshead 4941 Sheffield 4350  Calderdale  1400 Northamptonshire 1972 

Vale of 
Glamorgan 

4866 Neath Port 
Talbot 

4217  Lincolnshire  1460 Suffolk 1974 

 

 
(continued next page) 
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Risks for our older members 

There is only one London borough on 

this list of the worst hit places, 

emphasising that the current centres 

are the North East, North West and 

Wales.   The next London borough is 

Southwark with 4009.   So many of 

these towns go back to the days of 

heavy industry. Half of the worst hit 

areas are outside Hancock’s remit. 

The overwhelming impression of the 

least hit areas is that they are 

agricultural counties with a low 

population density.  Perhaps the one 

surprise is the inclusion of Islington, 

but that became gentrified several 

decades ago. The difference 

between the two groupings is truly 

amazing. The table may also 

promote some ideas for a staycation! 

NB.  I have not looked at every 

county and unitary authority in 

England and Wales, and have yet to 

consider the impact of the virus on  

 

Scotland or Northern Ireland, 

although I can record that the 

Highlands would among the best of 

the least hit areas. 

PHE Survey.  A recent survey has 

been produced by Public Health 

England (Times 3 June) giving a 

number of risk factors relating to 

this virus.  However, there are 

some questions: 

 - It has received the most publicity 

for the risks faced by the ethnic 

minorities and referred to possible 

socio-economic issues, but did no 

further analysis although Hancock 

recognised that such analysis is 

necessary.    

 - It just covered England, and while 

England accounts for a substantial 

proportion of the UK population, 

the question arises whether the 

inclusion of the other UK counties 

 

might have altered the findings.   

For instance, we know that 

many areas of Wales are having 

a bad time. 

- It says that people aged over 

80 are 70 times more likely to 

die of the virus that those aged 

under 40.  It is not surprising 

that age is a factor.  But is this 

figure the average of two 

different groups of people, and 

biased by those living in care 

homes? 

This survey and the differences 

between the worst hit and the 

least hit areas inevitably leads 

to thoughts of housing and 

social and income inequalities.   

These topics will be considered 

in my next (and possibly final) 

set of notes. Chris Thurman 

 

I’ve just had a painter and decorator in. 

He’s currently furloughed as he’s a Virgin 

Atlantic pilot. Made a lovely job of the 

landing.  

 

One for Rita, Alistair, Sri and 

Gautam!! 

What kind of prize do you give 

someone who hasn’t moved a 

muscle in a year?  

A trophy! 

My father was a conjoined twin. So, his 

brother would have been… my uncle on 

my father’s side. 

But it’s ok – they were separated at birth. 

Now he’s my uncle once removed. 

People today are very 

judgemental. I can tell 

just by looking at them. 

People said that I should put manure on 

my rhubarb. But I’m sorry, but I still prefer 

custard. 

A fortune teller told me 

I’d suffer awful heart 

break in 12 years. 

To cheer myself up I 

bought a puppy. 


