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Lockdown Special No. 10 

Bye bye to Lovey and Dovey        

Just about to fly the nest after 

nearly three weeks, these two 

young collared doves will go on 

to mate for life and could 

produce several clutches of 

two to five eggs a year. 

STOP PRESS – they’ve gone!! 
 
 

 

 

 

President’s Letter - Page 2 

Richard’s C0vid -19 diary - Page 3 

2020-2021 Teams – Page 7 

A Veteran’s celebrations – Page 8 

Essex Covid cases – Page 9 
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 I thought I would 

take this last 

opportunity to 

show off my new, 

” but temporary, neighbours: the 

two collared dove youngsters that 

hatched nearly three weeks ago. In 

the next few days, they will leave 

the nest and go on to pair for life. 

Awww – sweet! 

Well, it’s been a busy week Rotary-

wise: a Zoom District Forum, Club 

Council (my last as Chair), and the 

Club’s AGM. 

The District Forum meeting was 

interesting, being done and dusted 

in about 40 minutes. When one 

considers the advantages of a 

Zoom meeting – time saved not 

travelling to Writtle; hire costs 

saved; pollution avoided – it’s 

going to be difficult to argue the 

case for a return to the old way of 

meeting up every quarter. An “in-

person” meeting once a year, but 

the other three, quarterly meetings 

conducted on Zoom, perhaps?  

I have to say, I have very much 

appreciated the extra time that I 

seem to have had for myself since 

the lockdown. I’d like to think that 

I’d put it to good use – which is 

debateable: but I have had the 

time to explore items that have 

piqued my interest, which, in other 

times might have fallen by the 

wayside with the excuse that, “I’m 

just too busy”. So, one of the things 

that I’ve been able to follow up this 

 

 

 

 

week was a webinar featuring the 

renowned author, educator, 

historian and commentator, Sir 

Anthony Seldon. We’re all only too 

well aware that the current crisis 

presents huge challenges not just 

for our health, but also for our 

mental wellbeing and overall 

happiness. He had such interesting 

things to say on both subjects, that I 

felt I should share a little of it. 

He talked about “GREAT DREAM”, a 

kind of blueprint for general well-

being: 

G – Giving 
R – Relating 
E – Exercise 
A – Awareness 
T – Trying out 
 
D – Direction 
R – Resilience 
E – Empathy 
A – Acceptance 
M – Meaning 
 
It’s a phrase I’ll be turning to often. 
 
Well, last night we had, and I hope 
others will agree, a very successful 
AGM. There were 33 members in 
attendance and all the reports 
(which you should have received by 
email) were well received. I’d like to 
report on the last items from 
Service Projects under the 
leadership of Mervyn Rogers. There 
were (almost) unanimous votes in 
favour of three donation proposals: 
- £500 to Essex Headway  
- £200 to be a reserve for Mark and 
Stephanie Chambers’ work with the 
Basildon homeless 
- £1000 for the purchase of laptops  

For disadvantaged Mayflower and 

Billericay school students.  

I’d like to give special thanks here to 

Mervyn, who has served Mayflower for 

the last six years in several capacities. 

But, what makes this service so 

exemplary is that Mervyn (and Jane) 

have faced very challenging health issues 

during that time: they soldiered on 

regardless. So, on behalf of us all, a very 

sincere “thank you”. 

We also heard a proposal from Rita 

Dasgupta and Andy Hunter for the sum 

of £500 to be sent to the Rotary Club of 

Kolkata Metro as a very small 

contribution to help repair the 

devastation wreaked by Super Cyclone 

Amphan, which hit NE India and 

Bangladesh late last week. I’m pleased to 

say that this was unanimously agreed. 

Nick Sillitoe also brought to club the 

suggestion that we form a litter-picking 

team to help improve our local 

environment. I’m sure we are all 

cognisant of the extra safety precautions 

that will be necessary at this time, but I 

think it’s an important gesture to show 

that Rotary really does care for the 

environment. 

We hope that you’ve enjoyed the 10 

Lockdown Specials you’ve received over 

the past few weeks, but as most of us will 

be assuming a rather less “lockdown” 

psyche very soon, we think it’s a good 

time to start scaling back. So, we plan to 

produce a Lockdown Special fortnightly, 

until the end of this Rotary year, and 

return to the monthly Mayflower News 

thereafter.    Yvonne x 

 

 

 Email: yvonne@kyndt.net     

Website: mayflowerrotary.org                                  
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts  

 

                                        
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.mayflowerrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts
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May 18th. Monday. I normally 

comment on weekend activity first 

thing on Monday morning, but I gave 

myself this weekend off from 

coronavirus news surveillance. 

Instead my main task was 

encouraging Ben to do his 

homework. I have learned loads 

about vertical, corresponding and 

alternate angles, the effect of 

chocolate production on child 

labour, the effect of palm oil 

production on the environment and 

what women did during World War 

II. I add this to my knowledge on 

surds and global trade and I may be 

ready to take my GCSEs in three 

years’ time. 

My calls started at 8.30 where my 

pandemic response team looked at 

problems from the weekend, some 

masks needed recall but otherwise it 

was quite quiet. The Senior 

Leadership call centred on structural 

changes that may take place in the 

NHS; check the Health Service 

Journal (HSJ) if you want to know 

more. At 11.30 my team got 

together again to review the SitRep. 

There were some things to clear up, 

but again nothing to concern 

ourselves about. We really seem to 

have settled down. 

I had a catch up with the sponsor 

team for blood, tissues, organs and 

cells about EU Exit planning; I’ve said 

before that this is ramping up again 

and this continues. I then have some 

time with my executive coach, 

before a management meeting with 

my lead on EU Exit. 

In the gaps between meetings, I have  

When my working day had finished, 

Nicky screamed at me from upstairs, 

“Felix has woken up!”: (I’ve 

mentioned our good friend Felix in 

an earlier episode). She was wrong. 

He had, in fact, been discharged 

from ITU and we watched a video of 

him waving to huge numbers of 

nurses as they clapped his bed-

bound move out of ITU to a lower 

dependency ward. I had doubts that 

we would ever see Felix again, and 

watching the video made me quite 

emotional. It was both uplifting and 

ridiculous. Felix always was a 

showman, and we both knew that he 

would be loving the attention and 

that made us laugh. On the other 

hand, he could easily have died. So 

many have. We are simply happy 

that he hasn’t joined the grim 

statistics of healthcare professionals 

who have succumbed to this virus. 

May 19th. Tuesday. A busy day today 

with meetings all day except for a 

short gap at 12.30 for 30 minutes. 

After calls from a couple of 

colleagues, I attended the Blood 

Operations Leadership Team (BOLT). 

To be honest, the operational 

response across the organisation has 

settled to business as usual, the real 

question is how we move on from 

here. 

In emergency planning terms we 

plan for events by setting up 

planning assumptions. These may 

not be totally accurate, but they give 

an agreed basis for planning so all 

participants have a common view 

and so can create interacting and co-

dependent responses. (continued 

next page) 

 

 

 

finished the Coronavirus paper for 

the board, drawn up a structure 

chart for my part of the 

organisation for my new director, 

lined up recruitments for two 

temporary posts that I have in my 

structure and had a look at risk for 

the blood supply chain. 

All in all, this seems to be a 

relatively normal day, albeit 

conducted from my bed because 

Nicky has been on the 

bereavement line and so she took 

the study. 

Dominic Raab was the minister in 

charge of the Downing Street 

briefing. It started with the normal 

number theatre, but the R number, 

introduced only on Friday, was 

strangely missing from the 

presentation. Possibly the most 

notable issue was that, in response 

to a question about quarantine 

from Kate Proctor from The 

Guardian, Prof Jonathan Van Tam 

said, “My recollection is that we did 

do it before, on 29th February and 

then on 30th February, we 

announced that travellers from the 

hotspot of Wuhan and Hubei 

province respectively, when they 

arrived in the UK must self-isolate 

at home”. To be fair, he did say 

that he didn’t have the exact dates. 

 

Richard Rackham 
continues his 
lockdown diary as 
a leading blood 
service guru but 
reporting from his 
bed as he juggles 
domestic and 
professional roles. 

Richard’s “working from home” takes a different direction 
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 Well, there’s planning and then there’s planning! 

As things happen, we change the 

assumptions and, therefore, change 

our plans. For example, when we 

planned for terrorist attacks, we 

made assumptions about the type of 

device used, the type of environment 

in which it would be used and the 

time that these things will happen. 

The experience in Europe, as 

opposed to that of the United States, 

is that terrorist attacks come from 

separatist groups (such as the IRA, 

Ulster Volunteer Force, Black 

September in Germany or ETA in 

Spain), or those allied with interests 

of foreign governments or groups 

(e.g. Palestinian Liberation in 

Germany and Italy). There have been 

some purely political groups (such as 

Baader–Meinhof), but these have 

been fewer and in recent years there 

have been a predominance of terror 

attacks associated with extremist 

Islamic groups such as Al-Qaeda and 

Isis, and we are starting to see the 

rise of extreme right-wing groups. 

There has been a predominance of 

the use of improvised explosive 

devices and a concentration on 

“legitimate targets”. In the UK we 

have seen bombings of the financial 

district and the Conservative Party 

Conference in 1984,  and on many 

occasions warnings would be given, 

assumed to be with the double aim 

of creating terror whilst maintaining 

a moral high ground, and being able 

to say that deaths were the fault of a 

slow response after a clear warning. 

In recent years, there has been no 

attempt at warnings. Until relatively 

recently, therefore, it was assumed 

that we would face bombs aimed at 

targets seen as “legitimate” in some 

way. Then came the attack at the 

Bataclan in Paris, removing the 

assumption of a bomb being the only 

credible weapon, and the bomb in 

Manchester, when any pretence at 

legitimate targets was trashed 

(almost all the victims were young 

girls and their mothers). As a result, 

planning assumptions are changed, 

and plans change. 

Most of our planning assumptions for 

COVID come from our experience of 

flu, handled sub-optimally in 2009 

(although thankfully with relatively 

little consequence), and so the 

current plan implements lessons 

learned from that pandemic. The 

plan, across the UK is in phases of 

DATER – detection, assessment, 

treatment, escalation, and recovery. 

Strangely, although this is the only 

pandemic planning for the UK that 

has been done across government, 

this was not the planning that was 

used in the response to this 

pandemic. Instead the government 

used the planning phases Contain, 

Delay, Research, Mitigate. This is 

possibly because “treatment” is a 

pretty unpredictable phase (unlike in 

flu where the glycoproteins 

haemagglutinin and neuraminidase 

are well understood, and vaccines 

have been already tested and created 

to neutralise all of the variants of 

these epitopes). However, we don’t 

have the Contain, Delay, Research 

and Mitigate phases in planning 

across government bodies (like NHS 

organisations, for example) and so 

we need to understand the planning 

assumptions so we can ensure that 

our organisations respond in a 

coordinated way. 

 

There are lots of questions, 

therefore. When will there be a 

test, track and trace system in 

place? Are we to assume that 

there will be no vaccine before 

Christmas? What will be the R 

value upper limit for 

government to reimpose 

lockdown? Will people be 

encouraged or discouraged to 

travel for UK holidays this 

summer? What about foreign 

holidays? How extensive will the 

exemptions for quarantine be? 

What is the purpose of the 

mothballed Nightingale 

hospitals? Will public transport 

be required to maintain social 

distancing? Will face coverings 

become mandatory in public? 

And so on, and so on. Without 

these sorts of assumptions, it is 

difficult for the NHS to know 

what to expect, and therefore 

how to plan to react. 

Unfortunately, we are not 

getting a central set of 

assumptions.  

One of my calls this afternoon is 

about how we get people back 

into work if we need them to be 

there. Office staff can clearly 

work from home, but some 

laboratory and front-line staff 

are shielding (some quite 

reasonably, and some because 

they are worried). Maintaining 

social distancing in labs is going 

to be challenging, and the way 

we use vehicles will need to be 

reviewed. Clearly, the problem 

is that I have no planning 

assumptions so I can’t answer 

(continued next page) 
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 Evidence that proves civil servants are an odd breed 

mean we’re failing? (Yes, I know, it 

says that in the paper, please keep 

up, just update them). Why didn’t 

we have the information on how to 

score these risks, aren’t you failing? 

(No, I’m not, the guidance was 

published in 2017 and you all have 

access to it). So, a rather frustrating 

conversation, but at least it’s over – 

now for coronavirus. I’ve asked one 

of my HR colleagues to speak about 

the return to work stuff and what 

we’re doing. They want some 

certainly… but I don’t have any 

planning assumptions. This is 

getting to be a significant barrier to 

progress now. 

I’ve got a 1:1 with one of my staff 

again this afternoon and we do this 

by Skype, but during it I get a call 

from the Department – there’s 

suddenly a concern about 

quarantine. What exemptions do 

we need? Can I join a call now? 

Turns out that I can, but someone 

else can’t and we end up fixing a 

time at 7pm. That’s a nuisance 

because I have something else that 

was in my diary that I will now have 

to cancel – but the demands of 

government are such…  

The call in the evening is with my 

friend from the Department for 

International Trade. We spend 

quite some time discussing the 

issue, and I put together a list 

although they are difficult to 

explain to someone who hasn’t 

worked in a supply chain, or the 

NHS, or with urgent product or, in 

fact, anywhere other than the 

Department for International Trade. 

 

Civil servants are an odd breed, I 

don’t quite understand some of the 

behaviours. The meeting lasts 

almost exactly an hour, because 

that is what is timetabled in the 

diary. To be honest, we had finished 

after 45 minutes, but if the diary 

says an hour, then an hour it is. 

Ben had reached maximum 

homework tolerance by the time I 

had finished with my meeting, so he 

was playing on the X-Box. I had 

reached maximum coronavirus 

tolerance, so I fell asleep in the 

chair. 

May 21st . Thursday. I attend fuel 

shortage planning training. It is 

always fun be taught something, 

when you know more that the 

trainer. My trainer was one of my 

own staff, and he taught a virtual 

classroom of about 20 people and 

then took questions – most of which 

I answered because I helped write 

the current government guidance 

on fuel shortage planning for the 

healthcare sector. I also remember 

the fuel crises in 2000, 2005 and 

2007 – the second I dealt with for a 

Primary Care Trust and for the third 

I was working with the Department 

of Health to determine the 

prioritisation of supply. I was going 

to write “happy days”, but they 

weren’t, it was just aggravating. 

 I have an operational meeting 

about people returning to work, but 

without planning assumptions, it is 

little more than parish notices. I 

need the planning assumptions. 

(continued next page) 

 

the questions about how many we 

should plan for, or when a change 

might happen, or, indeed, anything 

else. 

I’m still trying to get Ben to do 

homework. Why can’t they ask 

questions about managing a blood 

service through a pandemic? I’ve 

got that at my fingertips but 

unfortunately, they’re asking about 

Palm Oil. And Orangutans. 

May 20th. Wednesday. Exec 

meeting today and I have nothing 

to discuss. What I want to discuss 

is planning assumptions, but I don’t 

have any. By the time I get to the 

Exec they are running really late, 

and I have a Risk Management 

paper for them before the 

coronavirus update. The risk 

discussion is interesting. The main 

point of my paper is that we have a 

working system, but unfortunately, 

the information is pretty poor and 

so they are getting the wrong 

information. My ask is that they go 

back to their teams and get the 

risks reviewed so that the 

information makes sense. This 

causes some consternation – the 

risks that I am showing them aren’t 

strategic and they are supposed to 

be (I know, the information is 

wrong so you’re getting the wrong 

stuff). Surely, I can’t want them to 

review the whole risk register, that 

would be ridiculous, we should 

have been doing that for the last 

few months if I want the 

information to be correct (I know, 

I’ve been asking you to do this for 

months). Why are all the strategic 

risks red and amber? Doesn’t that  
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Homework and other duties, can I stand the pace? 

My Head of Risk Management is 

the other meeting in my diary 

today, mainly discussing the 

outcome of the Exec paper 

yesterday. I think that the sound of 

heads repeatedly making contact 

with walls was audible for several 

miles. 

District forum this evening and the 

meeting was completed in a record 

40 minutes, the main item for 

discussion was the 1240 News, but 

this passed without much 

discussion and notice was given 

that the District Conference 

subsidy is likely to be stopped 

sometime soon. This is because, 

with the predicted reduction in 

membership, RGBI is reducing its 

contribution to district funds. 

May 22nd. Friday. There’s an 

Executive meeting today at 

1.30pm, but we’ve already agreed 

that this won’t mainly be about 

coronavirus response, but about 

convalescent plasma. I have only 

one meeting before that, and that 

is to agree the situation report – 

 

so, this is my chance to catch up 

on stuff that needs my attention 

but had previously been pushed to 

the back burner. Of course, my 

phone went into overdrive and I 

didn’t have a minute until the 1.30 

Exec meeting.  

The Medical Director asked if I was 

developing some planning 

assumptions. I explained that we 

could develop our own, but we 

were at risk of having to make a 

sudden change in direction, or to 

be at variance with the centre. 

I was expecting that the 

Department or NHSEI would 

provide some planning 

assumptions within the next few 

days – I didn’t mention that I have 

been expecting this for a few 

weeks now. I followed carefully 

the discussion on convalescent 

plasma, but the main issues are 

that the cost is high (not 

compared to pharmaceuticals, but 

for us), there is no data to show 

that it works, if it does work there 

is doubt that we can collect  

 

enough, and, at the moment, we 

have only provided product to 

three patients. We’re hoping that 

this increases significantly.  

I’m still working with Ben on 

homework. We’ve moved to the 

point where we are handing in 

homework before the due date, 

and not weeks after. Today it’s 

maths and today’s mathematical 

subject is… ratios! With a bit of 

algebra chucked in. I was expecting 

a question about the ratio between 

those who had no symptoms and 

those who were symptomatic, and 

if there are this many critical care 

beds, how many units of blood…? 

But no, we stick to how much 

pocket money Henry has compared 

to Bert. Thank goodness. I think I’m 

coronavirused out. 

Bank Holiday this weekend – I’ll be 

covering the calls on Monday. 

Hopefully, we won’t have another 

exciting weekend. I don’t think I 

can take the pressure. 

Richard Rackham 

 

The outgoing Club Council 2019 - 2020 

It was full house on Tuesday when the 

“class of 2019-20” met for the last time. 

The meeting focussed on preparations for 

the AGM and was very good natured. 

Barry Fagg, Finlay McLeod and Mervyn 

Rogers who will be stepping down were 

thanked for their invaluable contributions 

over the past year.  

We’ll still see some familiar faces though. 

 For Club Council 2020-21, see next page. 
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New teams – raring to go! 

 

Honorary Members 

Nigel Barratt, Brian Hill-

Cottingham, Reg Gilbert, Tony 

Sprackling and Richard Leahy 

Club Council 

Barry Howe (President) 

Colin Campbell (1st Vice President 

and President Elect 2021-22) 

Yvonne Kyndt (Immediate Past 

President) 

Mark Chambers (2nd Vice President 

and President Elect 2022-23) 

Ian Miller (Secretary) 

Derek Collyer (Treasurer) 

Andy Hunter (Chair, Service 

Projects) 

Colin Breathwick (Chair, 

Fundraising) 

 

  

Lay members 

Gavin Taylor 
John Parry 
 

The Independent Examiner to 
review the club’s accounts 
 
Keith Spencer has agreed to stand 

again. 

Three members to serve as 

voting delegates at District 

Forum 

Barry Howe (President) 

Colin Campbell (1st Vice 

President) 

Ian Miller (Secretary) 

 

Trustees of the Billericay 

Mayflower Charitable Trust 

CIO 

According to the CIO 

Constitution, these are the 

President, Secretary, Treasurer, 

1st Vice President, Chair of 

Fundraising and the Immediate 

Past President of the Club (Note: 

the Trustees are also signatures 

to the Trust Fund bank accounts). 

 

 

Total Donations £26,980

Community

New Generation

International

End Polio Now

Rotary

The Dewis Pie Chart (thanks to Mervyn Rogers) 
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New distances ahead for keeping tabs on the local law 

 

PDG Nick Sillitoe, 

fighting the good fight 

to see that justice is 

served. 

and although Courts have not been 

sitting in the normal sense, justice 

continues to be dispensed in a different 

way! Routine traffic and public order 

offences are being dealt with by the 

single justice system with Magistrates 

working from home in conjunction with 

legal advisers. More serious matters are 

being dealt with by District Judges to 

avoid a big backlog of cases. 

The upturn in domestic violence is a 

worrying issue and I fear a big increase 

in cases which we will have to deal with 

once restrictions are lifted.  

I have been working remotely in the 

Family Court division to deal with 

disputed custody cases where children 

are at risk of abuse or neglect. 

Files and social reports are shared 

electronically with us to read and 

discuss with our legal team who then 

inform the parents of our decision. This 

may lead to an upturn in appeals later in 

the year! 

When the courts finally re-open we will 

of course observe social distancing on 

the Bench itself, and the layout of 

courts to accommodate witnesses, 

probation and lawyers will need to 

adjusted to meet the needs at the time 

of Government regulations. I suspect 

that much more court work will be done 

by video link which will negate the need 

for Police and some witnesses to attend 

in person. Interesting times ahead! 

Nick Sillitoe 

 

Barbara’s Dad, 100, served to keep an official eye on the war 

 

Ron Miller, (or Dusty as he was called in the RAF) joined the air 

force after being released from his job in a metals lab at Murex 

Rainham, on health grounds.  He had always been keen on 

photography and qualified at the photography school in 

Farnborough in 1942 after doing the usual stint of square bashing 

etc., based mainly across the UK doing reconnaissance as part of 

16 Squadron. He mainly worked fixing 36-inch-long cameras to 

Spitfires (and once nearly going up with the plane when an eager 

pilot hadn’t made sure it was ok for him to take off!) and 

developing the pictures on their return. On VE Day he was in 

Belgium and got a train into Holland to spend time with friends 

there that he had made during the war. Barbara Campbell 

 

Ron’s special 

birthday visitor!  

Although 

celebrations 

couldn’t go as 

planned, the 

Zoom party was 

a great success. 

Friday May 8th was not only a huge, 

countrywide celebration of VE Day, it 

was also the 100th birthday of 

Mayflower Rotarian Colin Campbell’s 

father-in law (and Billericay Town 

Rotarian Barbara’s father), Ron. 

Whilst the majority of 

us have been observing 

lockdown in an 

obedient manner, the 

same cannot be said of 

the minority criminal 

fraternity in our county, 
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New Covid-19 cases starting to fall in Essex 

 

Essex update.   The graph below shows that the number of new cases per day continues 

to wobble but that the overall trend is slowly moving downwards. 

 

Chris Thurman who keeps a statistician’s eye on the figures behind the coronavirus 

stories in our county unravels the latest watch on how the trends are moving. He 

comes up with some interesting comparisons. 

I’ve been monitoring Essex and four 

other counties on a daily basis since 

the middle of March.   Essex has 

had 3152 confirmed cases since the 

start of the pandemic, which is 

more than Suffolk, Norfolk or  

 

Hertfordshire, but when you take 

the size of the population into 

account, Suffolk is best at 1885 

cases per million people followed 

by Essex - 2133, Norfolk - 2342, 

and Hertfordshire. Kent is having  

 

an awful time with 4736 cases and 

awful time with 4736 cases and an 

incidence of 3018.  The number of 

new cases increased by 2.9% in 

Essex, which is better than any of 

the other four counties. (continued 

next page)   
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 Good basis to consider easing the big lockdown 

UK scene.    The number of newly 

confirmed cases has shown a 

definite slowing down in the UK 

overall, for the second week 

running.   For the week ending 23 

May, the number of new cases 

was 16,993 compared to 24,901 in 

the week before having been 

higher still in the two preceding 

weeks, namely, 33,383 and 

33,000. Thus, the picture here is 

the same as that for Essex. 

This is obviously a good 

background against which to start 

easing the lockdown and it will be 

interesting to see what happens 

to this figure in the coming weeks.    

In one way the figures are not a 

continuous series as they must be 

influenced by the increasing 

number of tests, and then the 

tracing procedures once they are  

 

in place (I understand that the 

system might be world beating!).     

These thoughts regarding the 

continuity of the data also apply, 

of course, to Essex and every other 

local authority.  

More hotspots.    I reported in 

note number 6 that the centre of 

the outbreak had moved north and 

that places such as Sunderland and 

Gateshead in the North East now 

had higher incidence figures than 

London. In fact, recent data shows 

that the situation in London has 

greatly improved with a rapid 

slowing down in the number of 

new cases.   It is now said that the 

North West is the second hardest 

hit area with places such as 

Cumbria (although covering the 

Lakes it also has some coastal 

towns such as Barrow, Whitehaven  

 

and Workington, which have been 

badly hit economically) and 

Oldham.  

Matt Hancock’s ministerial brief 

covers England only and thus 

Wales, Scotland and Northern 

Ireland have their own health 

ministers who are established 

under the terms of their devolved 

governments.   I have looked at 

some Welsh data and have been 

really surprised by some of the 

figures and wonder whether there 

is a difference between the means 

of data collection between the two 

different health authorities.   On 

the other hand, their high figures 

reflect the same story in that they 

cover in the main the old industrial 

areas such as Port Talbot, Rhondda 

and Swansea.   However, why is 

Denbighshire on this list? 

Counties or unitary authorities with the highest figures of confirmed cases of coronavirus per million people 

as, at 21 May 2020, were: 

 

South Tyneside includes places like South Shields and Jarrow. 

Blaenau Gwent includes places such Ebbw Vale and Tredegar 

Vale of Glamorgan includes places such as Barry and Penarth. (continued next page)   

 

 

4313 - Knowsley 
4285 - Sheffield 
4105 - Neath Port Talbot 
4022 - Blackpool 
3972 - Southwark 

4624 - Middlesbrough 
4530 - Vale of Glamorgan 
4339 - Oldham 
4381 - Brent 
4331 - Cumbria 

4924 - Sunderland 
4862 - Gateshead 
4840 - South Tyneside 
4740 - Denbighshire 
4671 - Blaenau Gwent 

6083 - Rhondda Cynon Taf 
5833 - Merthyr Tydfil  
5286 - Cardiff 
5226 - Newport 
5081 - Swansea 
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Stark facts behind the beauty of Rhondda valley 

A number of conclusions can be drawn from these figures: 

1. London is no longer the key “hotspot” in the UK. 
2. South Wales has taken over that role, although, within Hancock’s realm, the number one problem area is 

the North West. 
3. The national Press/TV have said little about the North West and I have seen no reference to the plight of 

South Wales anywhere.  This lack of media interest is a bit like their oversight of Belgium, which has the 
highest death rate from the virus in Europe, but it is Spain and Italy that have been at the centre of media 
interest. 

4. The areas have towns with a high density of population (Denbighshire?). 
5. The areas are generally economically deprived, although there are some highlights such as Nissan in 

Sunderland. 
 

Afterthought No. 1.  Taken in 1969 this 

photo shows Blaengwynfi, a small town 

situated in a valley just off the 

Rhondda valley.   It is looking back 

towards the Rhondda, and the high 

hills in the distance show some of the 

beautiful countryside once you get 

away from the towns.   Blaengwynfi is 

in the Neath Port Talbot unitary 

authority, which also has a high 

incidence of the virus and is included in 

the above table.   The housing includes 

two and three storey buildings as well 

as blocks of flats. Rhondda Cynon Taf is 

the place with the place with the 

highest incidence of coronavirus in 

England and Wales and covers several 

different valleys.   At the centre of the 

Rhondda valley is the town of Treorchy 

and its housing is similar to that shown 

in the above photograph with several 

rows of houses running parallel along 

the hillside. Once away from the town 

centre the Rhondda is a beautiful 

valley with sheep farming.   Its 

population is 241,000 and its density is 

1470 people per square mile.     This is 

much lower than London boroughs, 

but this is because there is so much 

open countryside. 

 

 

However, not all is doom and gloom in South Wales.   Just over 80 

miles from the Rhondda is the super small harbour/resort of New 

Quay (photo 1981).  It is in the county of Ceredigion which has a 

population of 73,000 and a density of 110 people per square mile.     

Altogether there have been only 41 confirmed cases of coronavirus 

in the whole county and its incidence is 562; in other words, its 

figure is less than 10% of that for the Rhondda.   Incidentally, this 

village is thought to have been one of the inspirations for the village 

of Llareggub (read it backwards!) in Under Milk Wood by Dylan 

Thomas. (continued next page)   

Blaengewynfi and the Rhondda Valley 
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I asked my wife why she married me. “Because you’re funny”. I said, “I thought it was 

because I was good in bed”.  

She said, “See!! You’re hilarious”. 

Britain’s Balfour: Remind you of anyone? 

 

Afterthought No 2.   A few days ago, I finished reading a 

book by Margaret MacMillan dealing with the Versailles 

Peace Conference held in 1919 after the First World War.   

The UK’s foreign secretary at the time was Arthur Balfour.   

This was part of a description of him by a contemporary and 

quoted by Professor MacMillan in her book: 

He never studied his papers, he never knew the facts, at the 

Cabinet he had seldom read the morning’s Foreign Office 

telegrams, and he never looked ahead.   He trusted to his 

unequalled powers of improvisation to take him through 

any trouble and enable him to leap lightly from one crisis to 

another. 

Remind you of anybody? Chris Thurman New Quay, South Wales 

 

 

 

I fell on my arm and had to have an operation on my 

funny bone..... "I was in stitches for a week"......!!! 


