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Howe great! 
Jan and Barry prepare to 
bring post-Christmas 
cheer to poor youngsters, 
1600 miles away in 
Moldova. They are seen 
here with just a sample of 
the lorry load of shoeboxes 
packed with toys and 
foodstuff stored at their 
home and in a colleague's 
garage. All ready for the 
Boxing Day "off", thanks to 
the generosity of 
Mayflower, Town club 
members, and others who 
filled the boxes. Happy 
journey you two. 
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“No sun - no moon! No 
morn - no noon - no 
dawn - no dusk - no 
proper time of day. 
No warmth, no 
cheerfulness, no 
healthful ease, 

 

 Email: yvonne@kyndt.net     

Website: mayflowerrotary.org                                     
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts  

 

                                        

” No comfortable feel in any member – no 

shade, no shine, no butterflies, no bees, no 

fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds! - 

November!” Well, thanks for that Thomas 

Hood!!  

Fortunately, there’s no “no” in Mayflower. 

This month we said “yes” to Fireworks, to 

Remembrance Sunday, to ShelterBox, to 

interesting speakers – and a big fat “YES” 

to Christmas Market. 

Our November began with a bang – 

literally! A group of us manned a gate at 

Lake Meadows to ensure an orderly 

entrance to Round Table’s annual 

Fireworks display. We were extremely 

lucky with the weather – after a day of 

torrential downpours, the skies cleared at 

about 5.00pm which meant that visitors 

had a breezy, but dry evening. 

 

Remembrance Sunday dawned 

bright and clear – not too cold. 

And despite the sombre and 

reflective atmosphere, it was 

wonderful to see so many young 

people taking the time and 

making the effort to 

commemorate this special day: 

long may it continue that way. 

   

 

 

 

recent visit to Buttsbury Junior 

School, where he gave a very 

inspiring presentation on 

ShelterBox. The children were 

incredibly receptive and have 

chosen SB as their “charity of the 

year”. 

It’s not too late to take your filled 

“shoeboxes”, to Barry and Jan Howe. 

Not for this intrepid pair any relaxing 

on that “sigh-of-relief day”, 

otherwise known as Boxing Day! 

Barry and Jan will be on their way, 

driving a big lorry, to Moldova to act 

as a belated Santa’s elves, delivering 

toys, food and clothing to this very 

poor country. Bravo!! 

And so… a November newsletter 

would not be complete without a 

mention of the myriad of activities 

that contribute to the success of the 

much-loved community event that is 

Christmas Market! Among these was 

the annual get-together at Pam and 

Colin Breathwick’s to organise 

Santa’s gifts for all his little visitors.  

 

 

It was with great pleasure that we 

welcomed Deborah Ashby to Club 

and despite the rather paltry 

offering that was supposed to be 

dinner, we really enjoyed the 

evening. It was great too, to meet 

Edna Shavdia from Contact the 

Elderly, a lovely local charity that 

we’re proud to support.  

I was very pleased to be able to 

support (in a very small way), 

Rotarian David Hatcher on his 

And we took the opportunity of visitors 

leaving to hand out Christmas market 

postcards. They were very well received. 

 
So, the banners have been put up, 

the programme finished, all the 

stallholders have received their 

joining instructions, that finely-

tuned machine that is the ops team 

is poised, ready and raring to go, 

and if anyone can book some good 

weather – well… that would be just 

the icing on the (Christmas) cake!!  

http://www.mayflowerrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts
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Christmas Market Preparations 
It’s been a year in preparation., and there have been a 

few changes to the usual format – no donkeys, but a 

climbing wall; there will be additional VIP manpower; 

shutdown has been refined; Giggling Squid has been 

recruited as a sponsor, and there are more sponsor 

banners, in addition, there’ll be a “Where’s Wally” 

game thanks to Round Table. We’ve put a big effort 

into spreading the CM word via social media, and the 

written word, all we can hope for now is that the 

weather behaves! The forecast is dry, but chilly. Have 

fun, people!! 
 

More Christmas cheer!! 

By the time you read this CM 2019 will be imminent! 

We were pleased to see so many visitors at the CM 

briefing on Thursday, including Robert Maclean – Essex 

Fire and Rescue, Joy Darch – VIP Security and Phil 

Norton – Street Pastors. Ops Team Members: Steve 

Blyth, Alan Woodrow and Aaron Hackett. Honorary 

Members: Richard Leahy, Brian Hill Cottingham and 

Nigel Barrett. Brentwood Club Members: Richard Albon 

and Ian Kirby Billericay Town Club Member was 

represented by Nick Lang. Stort Valley Club Members: 

Gordon Morrison and John Sinclair. Colchester Camulos 

Satellite Member: Nick Olver. 

 

 

 

David Randall 

with Richard 

Leahy 

Mr Ops Team, Keith Dewis and 

Mervyn Rogers 

Members of Mayflower Ladies and their Rotarian guests 

were invited to Deborah Taylor’s home to enjoy mulled 

wine and a selection of delicious festive treats. However, 

the star of the show had to be the Christmas Tree!! Five 

thousand light this year!! Many thanks, Deborah, and 

Merry Christmas! 
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How Christopher showed 

the way to market 

Families arriving for our Billericay 

Christmas Market will find just where to 

go and when, thanks to a 14-year-old 

schoolboy. 

Billericay School computer enthusiast 

Christopher Lang has devised an app 

accessible to everyone with a smart 

phone. All they will need to do is to 

download the app, choose a stall or 

entertainment detail from a list and a 

map will immediately appear showing 

just where on, or near, the High Street 

they can find their destination. 

Christopher‘s father Nick, a Billericay 

Town Rotarian, volunteered his son’s 

services having seen him in action 

programming detailed apps on his twin-

screened computers at the family home 

he shares with his parents and brother 

at Ridgeway. 

Statistics – where groups are 

broken down by age and sex – 

a bit like us!! 

As well as providing the map which 

will be freely available at the touch 

of a phone key, Christopher aims to 

set out the timetable of all the 

stage and street events to ensure 

no-one misses anything! 

But there is no fear however, that 

Christopher is a computer boffin 

locked hidden from the real world. 

He is an enthusiastic member of the 

school community, a member of 

Backchat, the student advisory 

team, plays the guitar and is a keen 

table tennis player. Well done, 

Christopher. Peter Owen 

 

Christopher who won a Computer Science 

Enrichment award at The Billericay School 

in September, is aiming for a career in IT, 

hopefully as a programmer. His role 

devising the Billericay Christmas Market 

app is a really useful step along the way.  

Christopher at work on two screens, 

devising an easy-to-see map for 

visitors to the December 1 Billericay 

Christmas Market. 

We recently welcomed Deborah 

Ashby OBE to Club to talk to us. 

Deborah is not only Director of the 

School of Public Health at Imperial 

College, London, she is also only the 

fourth woman in 180 years to be 

elected President of the Royal 

Statistical Society and all of this 

among many other academic 

achievements.  

data and subject them to statistical 

analysis to allow us to have the 

best shot at making the right 

decision. She touched on clinical 

trials, screening, and the most 

efficient way of allocating budgets, 

particularly in the health service. 

Deborah performed a minor 

miracle – that evening – she made 

maths interesting and accessible to 

us all. Many thanks Deborah. 

 

Contact the Elderly – now.. 

Re-Engage! 

We were very heartened to hear 

from Edna Shavdia, who is the 

Billericay organiser of Contact the 

Elderly (now Re-Engage), and 

which organises monthly Sunday 

afternoon tea parties for isolated, 

older people who live alone and 

find it difficult to get out and 

about by themselves. Each older 

person is collected from their 

home each month by a volunteer 

driver and taken to a volunteer 

host's home where they meet 

with a small group for tea, chat, 

and companionship. 

L to R: Richard Rackham, Deborah 

Ashby OBE, Yvonne Kyndt 

Deborah, originally from Southend 

and who lived until fairly recently in 

Billericay explained, in words of one 

syllable, how important it is to gather 

 

It was very gratifying therefore 

to learn that our £400 

donation to this local charity 

will be spent taking their 

guests to the pantomime this 

Christmas, with enough money 

left over for some welcome 

refreshments! 

Edna, with Yvonne 

Did you hear the one about the statistician? Probably! 
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The Rotary Foundation is recognized as one of the 
most effective and well-managed charitable 
organisations in the world, with 12 consecutive 
four-star ratings from Charity Navigator, and an 
A-plus rating from CharityWatch.  
 
We know that the Foundation is helping 
Rotarians do good in the world, but it can be 
difficult to convey the full scope of its work. Have 
a look at the figures from the past five years — 
2014-15 through to 2018-19 — to see the 
generosity of Rotarians and the good work that 
Foundation supports. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Foundation – an update! 

If you boil a funny bone, it becomes a laughing stock - now that’s humerus!! 

 

Greetings from Mijas!! 

Nick Sillitoe has sent this just to prove he’s still an 

active Rotarian!  

Yes, Nick, but not in the right Club!!!!! 

You’ll all be pleased to hear, Nick is back with us, 

just in time for CM, woohoo!! 
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The Beatles – guess the song! 

Answers below 
My girlfriend is always stealing my t-shirts and sweaters... But if I take one of her dresses, 

suddenly "we need to talk". 
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Club Diary 

December 
Dec 1st – Billericay Christmas Market  
Dec 5th – Rachel Tungate – Kool Carers 
Dec 6th – Carols at the Colbys’ 
Dec 12th - tbc 
Dec 19th – Christmas party  
Dec 26th – No meeting 
 

2020 
 

January 
Jan 2nd – No meeting  
Jan 9th – CM review 
Jan 16th – Adam Dudley - Butyl Products 
Jan 23rd - Business meeting 
Jan 30th - Dawn Wood One woman, one 
boat, 3000 miles. This is a Partners’ Evening 
 

Other important dates for your diary! 
 

Jan 2nd, 2020 – No meeting 
  
Jan 18th – RC Billericay Town’s Stockpot supper   
 
Feb 8th, 2020 – Quiz Night at Stock Village Hall 
 
April 3rd, 2020 - District Quiz will be held at the 
Hamptons, Galleywood 
 
April 25th, 2020 – Mayflower’s 30th Charter Night 
 
April 26th, 2020 – Mayflower’s 30th birthday!! 
 
May 10th, 2020 –Soapbox Derby 
 
June 21st, 2020 – Music in the Garden 
 
July 5th, 2020 Billericay Summerfest 
 

  

Two offerings this month from Mr 

McEvoy – and lovely they are too. 
I’ll follow the sun 
Eight days a week 
Yellow submarine 
Lucy in the sky with 
diamonds 
Drive my car 
Strawberry fields forever 
Octopus’s garden 
I am the walrus 
Blackbird  
The long and winding road  
Norwegian wood 
Hello, goodbye 
Polythene Pam 
While my guitar gently weeps 
I’ve got to find my baby 
I saw her standing there 
Any time at all 
All you need is love 
Ticket to ride 
Can’t buy me love  
Magical Mystery Tour 
Happiness is a warm gun 
Maxwell’s silver hammer 
No reply Her majesty 
Carry that weight 
Tell me what you see 
Sun King 
 
 

 

How many did you spot? 

Our very sincere condolences 
too, to Derek Collyer and his 
family, on the recent loss of his 
sister, who lived in Canada for 
many years. 
 
 

Our very sincere condolences 

to Billericay Town Rotarians 

Gytha and John Washington on 

the loss of their son, Oliver. 
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