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Murray mints a 

3-club win! 

And they’re still smiling 
(with the exception of 
the driver). John 
Murrray pulled off an 
18-hour, three-club 
triumph as he mini-
bussed a Mayflower 
team, risking all to take 
Kent by storm. A great 
day, as President 
Yvonne reports on 
Pages 10 and 11. 
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I don’t know about 
other grandparents in 
the club, but I for one 
breathed a tiny sigh of 
relief 

 

 Email: yvonne@kyndt.net     

Website: mayflowerrotary.org                                     
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts  

 

                                        

 
when Sept 4th arrived, and everyone was 
back where they should be! 
 
September kicked off with a most 
informative talk by Citizen’s Advice South 
Essex CEO Kathy Kentish, more of which 
later, but it’s hard to imagine any 
enterprise that can deliver so much for the 
funding allocated – extraordinary value 
for money! 
 
We were really pleased to welcome back 
old friend Steven Kirupai, last year’s East 
Grinstead Meridian President and pilot 
extraordinaire. We couldn’t decide 
whether we were reassured, or a bit 
rattled by Steven’s talk!! It was also great 
to see ex-Mayflower Rotarian Michael 
Haynes accompanying Steven. 
That same evening, we were thrilled to 
welcome so many visitors (we were 50 for 
dinner!!). There was an eleven-strong 
contingent from Basildon Rotary  
 

 

As the front cover suggests, the 
Three-Club visit team made a real 
effort to see the best that Kent 
has to offer. As well as visiting 
(albeit briefly) Rochester 
Cathedral and Canterbury, the 
very best was visiting a breakfast, 
lunch and dinner club, that 
reminded us that despite 
superficial differences, there’s 
much more that unites us than 
separates us. A huge “thank you” 
to Rotarian and chauffeur John 
Murray who organised the whole, 
brilliant day.  
 
Might I ask that any member who 
wishes to be present at the very 
special End Polio Now event on 
Thursday Oct 24, to tell Gavin 
Taylor that you’ll be there. Gavin 
has invited a number of special 
guests including Billericay and 
Billericay Town Rotarians. A 
grand opportunity to 
demonstrate Rotary in Billericay. 
 
I’ve received an email from Paul 
Chambers, District 1240 
Secretary, who gave an update as 
to the funds raised to date in the 
wake of the hurricane in the 
Bahamas.  The grand sum of 
$25,000 has so far been raised by 
Rotary GBI’s Disaster recovery 
trust. 
 
I could not conclude this 
September “From the President” 
without saying a heartfelt, 
personal “thank you” to PP Carl 
Johnson. Carl has been a source 
of friendship and fun, and always 
did what he thought best for 
Mayflower. I sincerely hope that 
we’ll see Carl back in the ranks of 
Rotary one day soon. Keep in 
touch, Carl. 

Members of Basildon Rotary, 
with their President Kevin 
Howard, back left. 

introduced by President Kevin 
Howard, who had chosen 
Mayflower for their “fellowship” 
visit. There were four members of 
Mar Dyke Valley Rotary, introduced 
by President Richard Morton, and 
last but not least, John 
Vaufrouard’s brother, Robin. 
 
Howard Watson and I were very 
warmly welcomed when we visited 
Basildon Hospital Radio to present 
a cheque for £650 for the purchase 
of two microphones for their 
second studio. There was even an 
impromptu radio interview where 
we were able to plug Mayflower 
and Christmas Market. We even got 
a request played!! 
 
We were delighted to be able to 
present a Laurie Hutchison award 
to Tia Warboys this month: the first 
in quite some time.  
 
We also welcomed Ashley Gillam, 
Youth Community Commissioner, 
for Essex County Council, who ran 
an informal question and answer 
session following a brief 
introduction to her role. Quite 
shocking to hear by just how much 
their funding had been cut.  
 
Three of us represented Club at the 
recent District Forum. Nick Sillitoe, 
Richard Rackham and I listened to 
three very interesting speakers, as 
well as collecting a District trophy 
and tankards for the winning 
Mayflower Cribbage and Dominos 
teams. A group of seven of us are 
now looking forward to District 
Conference at Wyboston Lakes 
Resort at the beginning of October. 
 
We spent a great evening at 
Billericay Town’s wine-tasting 
evening where they raised an 
impressive amount for BOSP. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Mar Dyke Valley President 
Richard Morton and 
President Yvonne 
exchanging banners. 

http://www.mayflowerrotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayflower?fref=ts
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Projects team – Mervyn 

Rogers 
Mervyn Rogers advised the 
meeting that Derek Collier had 
reported that £3,086 of charity 
funds were currently available for 
new donations and pledges. This 
does not include all of the proceeds 
of Summerfest. 
- Billericay Outreach Worker for 
Citizens Advice. Awaiting approval 
of the DDF by the District 1240 
Foundation Officer.  
- CT Scanner for Shree Panchnath 
Hospital Rajkot. Awaiting approval 
of the DDF by the District 1240 
Foundation Officer. 
- Cambodia Charitable Trust £500 
pledge approved by Council. A New 
Zealand District Grant has now 
been submitted so the project is 
now moving forwards.  
Designated Donations carried 
forward: 
- Ramsden Hall Academy Canoe 
Course - £1000.  
- Sand Dams £500 pledge. Awaiting 
news of project go ahead.  
- Mercy Ships £500 pledge. 
Awaiting news of project go ahead. 
New donations requested: 
- Child Rescue Nepal. Donation of 
£750 approved as per budget.  
- Contact the Elderly. Request for 
£400 to take old, lonely Billericay 
residents to the Pantomime in 
Basildon at Christmas. This was 
approved.  
- Anne Wafula Strike speaker 
donation of up to £500 for End 
Polio Now address on 24th 
October. Decision to follow normal 
process and decide on the amount, 
if any, uplift of the normal £100 
speaker donation once the speech 
has been made.  
- There was a request by Barry 
Howe for £1,250 donation to 
purchase food to take to Moldova 
on Boxing Day 2019. A donation of 
£750 was approved. 
 
 

 

Business meeting 
- Bahamas Relief. It was agreed that a 
donation of £350 would be made to 
the Rotary charity Water Survival Box 
for water purification equipment for 
the Bahamas.  
- Basildon Rotary Club. Request for 
funds to support the work of the Rose 
of Sharon Orphanage, Zimbabwe for 
which a £2,000 1240 DDF has been 
secured. Decision to decline support.  
- Basildon Concord Rotary Club. 
Request for funds to build six 
classrooms at Zvamaida Primary 
School. A 1240 DDF Grant has not yet 
been applied for. Decision to decline 
support. 
- The potential participation of Club 
in the Children’s Hospice Family 
Holiday (CHH) Project next May was 
discussed. It was decided that the 
project should not be progressed this 
year. More work needs to be done to 
consider the full implications of 
taking a family from Billericay on a 
holiday to Disneyland Paris. 
- St Luke’s Hospice is addressing Club 
on 12th December about their plans 
for the future. The Committee will 
then consider whether we should 
provide support.   
- Mervyn advised that a meeting has 
been arranged with the Head of 
Ramsden Hall Academy on Tuesday, 
8th October to discuss their plans for 
the future. This will be attended by 
Mervyn, Andy Hunter and Barry 
Howe. 
- John Malbon discussed the 
potential need for a new shelter in 
Lake Meadows to protect people 
from the rain. He agreed to return to 
the Team with a potential 
proposition.  
- John Malbon raised the possibility 
of supporting the local branch of 
Parkinsons UK with a donation. He 
agreed to return to the Team with a 
potential proposition.  
- The Night Shelter donation is going 
towards the purchase of new air 
beds. 

Fundraising team – Colin 

Campbell 
There was no meeting in September 
as all current fundraising events are 
under control. 
BCM – David Randall advised that 
BCM planning is going well and his 
next meeting is on Tuesday 8th Oct at 
8pm at BCC. 
Soapbox/VE Day - Changes to web 
domains are proceeding slowly but 
are almost complete.  Changes to site 
layout have been discussed with 
Richard Leahy and introduction of a 
stage has been confirmed with Roy 
Bowden. All quotations have been 
received regarding logistical 
equipment for the event and 
provisional books have been made. 
Colin has received the list of banner 
sponsors from Roger Kettle and will 
shortly start to contact them 
regarding next year’s event. Colin is in 
contact with Red Box regarding the 
ticket operation and they are proving 
to be very helpful. 

Club Admin. – Barry Howe 
Attendance - Average monthly 
attendance for August 2019 was 67%. 
There was further discussion regarding 
the perceived drop in standard/value 
of meals since the price increase from 
1st July. Differing opinions were 
expressed and it was agreed to monitor 
the menu over the next three weeks. 
An email from a member complaining 
about the ‘noise pollution’ from the 
other side of the bar was considered. It 
was remarked that on that occasion it 
was the last of the Sundowners events. 
Several Team members did not 
consider noise from the golfers to be a 
general problem. 
John Morris reported that numbers for 
the Race Night at Chelmsford 
Racecourse on 31st October stood at 
about 40. 
John Parry advised that the speaker for 
the January 2020 Partners Evening had 
requested a fee of £120. It was agreed 
that Barry Howe would raise this at 
Club Council. 
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Steven’s typical chutzpah – and 
there was no doubt that by the 
end we were all back on board. 
Wonder what his next talk will 
be about!! A moon landing?? 
Great to see ex-Mayflower 
Michael Haynes again, too.  
 

a mountain of food, and 
quite a few doggie bags 
taken home at the end. An 
enjoyable evening voted a 
huge success by the ladies 
sharing in the event . . . 
and of course in the chat 
that went with it. 

While their other halves 
were meeting at the 
Burstead, 18 Mayflower 
Ladies and guests 
shared in a pot-luck 
supper hosted by Liz 
Campbell at her Stock 
home. 
With everyone bringing 
a dish of their choice to 
share around, there was 
 

October 31st!! Don’t forget that our Thursday 
meeting on Oct 31st (a Partners’ Evening) will 
take place at the Chelmsford racecourse. Please 
give your names to John Morris if you dare to be 
included. 

 

 

Visit from CEO Kathy 

We were really pleased to have Kathy 
Kentish visit us at Club to tell us about her 
role as CEO for South Essex Citizen’s 
Advice. Citizens Advice South Essex 
covers Basildon, Billericay, Brentwood, 
Castle Point, Rayleigh, Rochford, 
Thurrock and Wickford, its advisers 
helping people with all manner of 
problems.  South Essex Citizen’s Advice, 
an independent charity and part of the 
Citizens Advice network across England 
and Wales. It provides free, confidential 
and impartial advice, and campaigns on 
big issues affecting people's lives, with 
the goal of helping everyone find a way 
forward, whatever problem they face. 
Kathy explained how they were having to 
cope with massive cuts in funding and 
how they use this reduced funding to 
provide services that are worth many 
times more: issues involving benefits, 
work, debt and money, consumer 
concerns, housing, the law and courts, 
family, immigration, and health, (with the 
most common being benefits, debt, and 
housing problems),  
We look forward to supporting CA 
through our efforts to establish a 
Billericay outreach worker. 

Kathy Kentish with President 
Yvonne 

Return of popular 
speaker 

How great was it to welcome back 
popular speaker and East Grinstead 
Meridian PP Steven Kirupai. Still on the  

 

 

 

planes theme, Steven’s talk, 
entitled. “Pre-flight, the flight, post 
flight”, took us through all the 
processes that make up a pilot’s 
pre-flight routine, as well as a those 
involved in a typical flight and 
landing procedures. The pilot is not 
of course doing this on their own. A 
tightly regulated team at air-traffic 
control ensures a tightly 
coordinated approach to all aspects 
of the flight. 
On one hand, Stephen’s talk was 
very reassuring that so many checks 
are carried out even before take-
off, on the other, an aircraft’s 
vulnerability to obstacles such as 
birds, and of course more topically, 
drones, left us feeling a little less 
comfortable!!  
However, it was all delivered with 

I went swimming the other day and had to have a sneaky wee in the deep end. The 
lifeguard noticed and blew his whistle so loudly .... I nearly fell in! 

Pilot and estate agent 
extraordinaire – 
Rotarian Steven Kirupai 

Supper with the Ladies 
 

 

October Partners’ Evening 
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Our latest Laurie Hutchison award winner, 
Tia Warboys attended Sunnymede school 
and then Billericay School where she took 
her GCSE exams. Then she attended 
Seevic sixth form college as Billericay 
School did not provide either A-level 
Drama or A-level Dance. 
After getting her three A-levels. (2As and 
a B), she did a one-year Foundation course 
at the Performers College, and at her own 
expense to make sure that this was the 
direction she wanted to go. 

Laurie Hutchison award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pétanque in the Park 

Yet another very enjoyable 
afternoon spent at Lake 
Meadows’ pétanque pitch – 
but the winners are …………. 

 

Sylvia Owen getting her eye in 
for the finals – Sylvia and Peter 
Owen v Yvonne Kyndt and 
Gavin. 

Gavin Taylor - a 
prize for the best 
caption?? 

Nothing like a 
mouthful of 
doughnut to help the 
game along, Nick!! 

Action shot – 
Sylvia showing 
how it’s done. 
Edward, Tricia 
and Peter 
looking on in 
amazement! 

Two adoring and adorable 
fans – Barbara Campbell 
and Jane Sillitoe 

Adjudicator John Vaufrouard  

She loved Performers and applied to take a degree in Dance and 
Musical Theatre, under the auspices of Chichester University. After 
an extensive audition, she was accepted and started in September 
2018. 
She is now into her second year: it’s long hours and very hard 
work….. and still loves it. Derek Walter (who just happens to 

be Tia’s grandad). 
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Basildon Hospital Radio 

 

We were delighted to present a cheque for 
the sum of £650 to Basildon Hospital Radio 
for the purchase of two microphones. This 
new equipment means that a second 
studio can now be recommissioned and 
provision of the much-appreciated radio 
service for both hospital and staff be 
greatly improved. 

 

Howard Watson, President 

Yvonne with the manager of 
Basildon Hospital radio Jackie 
James 

Jackie explained that she or one of her 
colleagues visit the wards each day to 
chat to patients and staff, and to collect 
requests from them. There’s usually a 
little background story to tell. The boost 
to morale that this contact brings is well 
recognised as being a really positive 
experience for everyone involved. We 
managed a quick radio interview and 
even our own request (“A Million 
Dreams” from the Greatest Showman!). 

 

 

Ashley Gillam, District 
Youth and Community 
Commissioner, with 
Yvonne 

Essex Youth 

After an initial introduction 
to her role, Ashley Gillam’s 
presentation on the state 
of youth service in this part 
of essextook the form of a 
Q & A. Fortunately, 
Mayflower members were 
on good form and the 
range of questions 
provided a great 
framework for Ashley to 
paint a picture of the state 
of Youth Services in this 
part of Essex.  
The recurring theme that 
we’ve heard from some 
recent speakers is “reduced 
funding” and Youth 
Services is no exception. 
Ashley described having to 
make some tough choices! 

Mayflower Success 

President Yvonne returned from the 
recent District Forum with a 
gleaming cup and engraved glasses: 
two armfuls of trophies for winners 
of last year’s 1240 cribbage and 
dominoes competitions. She happily 
passed them on to the triumphant 
Barry Woodward and Derek Walter 
who have already put their names 
down for this year’s contests. 

 
District dominoes AND 
cribbage winners, Barry 
Woodward and Derek Walter. 

Watch out, Radio 4! 

decided reluctantly that Rotary must 
be the one to lose out. It comes too at 
a time when Carl had been so 
committed to the Rotary ideals that 
he had agreed to be an assistant 
governor in District 1240 and was 
looking forward to the role. 
The little extra time he now has to 
spare as a result will enable him to 
give back to his hobby of diving, some 
of his drive and enthusiasm by 
becoming an instructor. 
The one item of good news within 
Carl's resignation decision is that he 
will remain a member of our ops team 
available for valuable duty at the 
Christmas Market and SummerFest 
and, hopefully, the Soapbox Derby 
too. The other plus point is that his 
wife Carolyn will carry on Rotary work 
as a member of Billericay Town club. 
Mayflower members have expressed 
their gratitude for the work that Carl 
undertook in the club and have 
reminded him of the Rotary rule that 
would enable him to return to his 
friends here should his other 
pressures ease in the next two years. 

Thanks Carl! 

Fellow Mayflower Rotarians were 
saddened this month by the news 
that last year's President Carl 
Johnson had decided to leave 
Rotary. Members were well aware 
of the pressures on Carl's time 
with an exacting role in the motor 
industry and his praiseworthy 
decision to undertake a university 
course at the same time. Carl, a 
committed family man has juggled 
the various calls on his time and 
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More news from Child 

Rescue Nepal 
 
You may remember that we brought 
you news of Mina, a fifteen-year-old 
girl who we rescued from a hotel in 
Kathmandu. 
Following her rescue, she came to 
Marigold House for rehabilitation. 
Through counselling and dance 
therapy, she quickly made 
improvements. She even began to 
return to her studies with the support 
of our tutors. 
Shortly after her arrival, our staff 
successfully traced her family. After 
she had run away, her father had 
been very worried and had reported 
her as missing to the police.  The 
police told him that our partner, 
Shakti Samuha, had picked up Mina, 
and that she was staying with us. His 
interest in her well-being reassured 
the staff and so they decided to pay 
him a visit. The staff spoke to them at 
length about what Mina had been 
through and the support she would 
need.  After a thorough assessment, 
they decided it was safe to reunite the 
family and so recently Mina returned 
home. 
Shakti Samuha will continue to 
monitor her progress and provide her 
with support. Reuniting girls with 
their families can be very challenging 
and so this is a huge victory for the 
team and the best outcome we could 
have hoped for. 
Thank you so much to everyone who 
donated in response to Mina's rescue. 
 
Thank you so much for your ongoing 
interest in our work. It is people like 
you who enable these happy endings 
to happen.  
 

Joanna Bega, Chief Executive 
 
 

 

of Harlow, the Rotary Club of 
Southend on Sea and the Rotary 
Satellite Club of Harlow Tye 
closed. 
The Rotary Club of Colchester 
Trinity did not close as originally 
planned; they remain open with 2 
members (Club President & Club 
Secretary), with a view to using 
the club’s shell to set up a new 
format club within Colchester.  
Fifteen of the original members 
successfully moved to other local 
Rotary clubs. 
 
The Rotary Clubs of Stanford & 
Corringham and Corringham 
Thameside successfully merged 
are now the Rotary Club of East 
Thurrock. 

Satellite Clubs 
These continue to grow with 
membership numbers of those 
already inaugurated as follows: 
- RSC Bishops Stortford – 13 
members + 3 potential new 
members 
- RSC Canvey Island (Canvey 
Coast) – 15 members + 4 
potential new members 
 - RSC Kelvedon Hatch & Villages – 
6 members 
 
The District Membership Support 
Team are now working alongside 
the following Clubs, all of whom 
are working towards setting up a 
Satellite Club: 
 - Rotary Club of Brentwood 
Breakfast 
 - Rotary Club of Burnham on 
Crouch  
 - Rotary Club of Chelmer Bridge  
 - Rotary Club of Chelmsford 
Phoenix/Rotary Club of 
Chelmsford – Rotary Satellite 
Club of Chelmsford City - regular 
meetings are now taking place  
 - Rotary Club of Colchester  
 

 

 

I accidentally swallowed a bunch of scrabble tiles yesterday. My next trip to the bathroom 
could spell disaster. 

The District Forum “team” – 
PDG Nick Sillitoe, President 
Yvonne and PP Richard 
Rackham 

September District Forum 

Three members of Mayflower 
attended the recent District Forum 
(previously “District Council 
meeting”).  
DG Pauline Dean began proceedings 
with her report. Her first official duty 
was as a judge at SummerFest’s Fancy 
Dress competition. Not too onerous 
task as there was only one entrant!  
She’d attended the Inaugural Meeting 
of East Thurrock Rotary.  This was as a 
result of the merger of Corringham 
Thameside and Stanford & 
Corringham.  
Pauline reported on the first District 
1240 Rotakids Conference. Seven out 
of the ten Rotakids clubs in our District 
attended this event at the Colchester 
Community Stadium. She observed 
the final 2nd Assessment Day of the 
RYLA/ ILM Assessment.  The pass rate 
for the 2019 programme was in excess 
of 80%: notice and letters are going 
out to Rotary clubs, schools and 
colleges to promote the 2020 
programme. Not to mention of course 
her numerous very enjoyable visits to 
clubs. 

District Membership Report – The 
year 2018-19 ended with a net loss of 
49 members compared with 1st July 
2018, with District membership 
figures as at 6th August 2019, 1439, 3 
up from 1st July 2019.  
As at 30th June 2019, the Rotary Club  
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YOUTH SERVICE REPORT  
All Regional Youth Finals are being 
planned via RIBI, and it’s likely that the 
finals will be held in Cambridge, 
probably the second half of March 
2020.   The National Finals are being 
held at the Birmingham Expo., May 1st 
– 3rd and free tickets may be obtained 
now. 
District Finals  
Young Musician Chelmsford Cathedral 
29th February 2020 at 7 p.m. Andrew 
Allen (Colchester). 
Young Chef Chelmsford College 
(Training Dining Room) 22nd February 
2020, 9am – 1 p.m. Martin Nelson 
(Colchester) 
Youth Debate – District Finals at 
Chelmsford County Council Chambers – 
Juniors 26th February and Seniors on 
4th March 2020, at 7 p.m. – 
Coordinator John Versey (Dunmow) 
Young Writer and Young Photographer 
to Jenny Versey (Dunmow) by 1st April 
2020 
District Young Environmentalist Final 
submissions to Gloria Nichols 
(Brentwood Breakfast Club) – by 
Saturday 29th February 2020. 
We have new competitions, Young 
Environmentalist, Young Filmmaker, 
Youth Speaks, and Young Artist.  We 
await details of Young Scientist. 
 

DISTRICT SPORTS 
Summer Sports Competitions are 
proceeding very well with both the 
Lawn Bowls and Tennis at the Finals 
stage. The Golf and the Hugh Markham 
Trophy are at the Semi-final stage with 
the whole of the Summer Sports to be 
completed by the third week in 
September.  
 
 

September District Forum – contd. 

- Rotary Club of Colchester Trinity (new 
format)  
- Rotary Club of Hadleigh Castle  
- Rotary Club of Thorpe Bay (in 
conjunction with RC Leigh on Sea). 
Challenges for District 1240: 3 clubs with 
fewer than 10 members; 7 clubs with 
fewer than 15 members 
A total 10 clubs within our District with 
fewer than 15 members 
 
There are 485 members under 70 years 
of age, 953 over 70 years of age (192 
remain unreported, so assume to be 
over 70). 

DISTRICT VISIONING TEAM REPORT  
The demand from clubs for Visioning 
has been very low over the past 3/4 
years, with only two Visioning sessions 
requested by clubs. It has now been 
decided to stand down the Visioning 
team and encourage clubs to use the on-
line tools available on the RI Website. 
 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

The District International Committee 
got off to an excellent start this Rotary 
year, with a very productive meeting on 
July 12th where the proposed Mother 
and Baby unit in Rombo, Kenya Project 
was discussed. It was agreed that we 
would put forward a Global Grant 
application for $40,000. The District 
Foundation Committee have been 
informed and a request for DDF of 
$11,500 has been made to Martin 
Sulley. 
Mercy Ships - Details of the Million 
Dollar Challenge are now available, and 
details of where and how clubs can 
make their donations/pledges are 
available. 
Sand Dams - A District 1240 project to 
build a further 2 Sand Dams is being 
proposed, Club target $10,000 (Global 
Grant $35,000) 
Philippines Global Grant - a follow-up 
visit is proposed January 2020.  
Bansang Hospital Appeal - £10k has 
been raised by clubs. 
 

Trophies will be presented to 
winners at the January District 
Forum. Details and entry forms 
for the coming Winter Sports 
will be sent out by the end of 
the month. subject to the 
number of entries, (if any), it 
may be decided to abandon the 
Badminton competition (on a 
yearly basis) and substitute it 
with something else (perhaps 
Scrabble). Views on this would 
be appreciated. Based on 
feedback regarding winners’ 
prizes, it is proposed to present 
vouchers instead. 
  
District Quiz - scheduled for 3rd 
April 2020. 
 
There followed three very 
interesting speakers: 
Lindsay Hurrell from Re-Cycle a 
small, North Essex charity that 
recycles bikes from the UK and 
send them to rural 
communities in Africa. To date, 
they have sent over 100,000 
bikes to Africa. 
Caroline Stringer, who gave a 
personal and fascinating story 
of Polio – Now and Then. 
Finally, Ipswich and Colchester 
Hospitals CEO Nick Hulme gave 
a very humorous yet 
informative account “Will the 
NHS survive? 
The general opinion was that 
this was one of the most 
interesting of District events. 
 

 

How many 
Rotarians 
does it take 

to change a 
lightbulb? 
Rotarians? 

CHANGE??!! 

Justice is a dish best served cold, because if it were served warm, it would be justwater! 

PDG Martin Sulley 
and AG Dave Eagles  
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Mr McEvoy and his “shirt 
buddy”, Nick Sillitoe  

 

Comedy corner 

 

Billericay Town’s wine tasting evening 

Mayflower members were 
well represented at Billericay 
Town’s recent wine-tasting. It 
was an excellent way to spend 
the evening, with a fine 
cheese board, a “call-my 
bluff” format, and our own 
Richard Rackham making up 
one of the team of three 
“bluffers”. Rather disturbing 
to witness how well Richard 
can – well - be so economical 
with the “truth”. 
Billericay Town were very 
proud to announce that over 
£800 had been raised for their 
charity of the year, BOSP. Very 
well done! 

 

 

 

..and stiff competition 
from Ganesh Ganesan 

➢ I asked my granddaughter to fetch me a 
newspaper. She laughed and said, “Oh 
Grandad, you’re so old, just use my 
phone”. So, I slammed her phone 
against the wall and killed that big hairy 
spider. 

➢ When I was a kid, you could go into a corner shop with 
a quid and come out with two cans of Coke, three Mars 
Bars and a comic. Now, CCTV EVERYWHERE! 

➢ A chap and his wife came up to me 
in the shopping centre today and 
said, "Excuse me, do you know 
where we can find Pets at Home?" 
I said, "Have you tried looking 
under the bed?" 

➢ A man tried to sell 

me a coffin today.  

I told him, “That's 

the last thing I 

need!”. 
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Three-Club Visit 

Thursday, September 26, saw a bleary-eyed 
bunch of Mayflower Rotarians being picked up 
in a mini-bus - REALLY early, driven by our very 
own John Murray and the rain was torrential!! 
This was just the beginning of a marathon that 
took us to Chatham, Dover and Tunbridge 
Wells!  
First stop – the Rotary Club of Medway Sunlight 
– a breakfast club that meets weekly at 07:15 
for 07:30 am, at St. Mary's Island Community 
Centre, Chatham. 

 

 

 

 

 

Next stop was a coffee break in Rochester, where we visited the 
beautiful and interesting cathedral. This will definitely be worth a 
second visit when we have more time! 
 

We were generously treated to a simple but 
delicious breakfast of juice, bacon or 

sausage sandwich, fruit, and tea or coffee. 

Cheers John!! 

Medway Sunlight President 

Bill Parkinson accepting a 
Mayflower banner from  
President Yvonne. 

Despite being a relatively new Club Medway 
Sunlight gave us the distinct impression that 
they were very much punching above their 
weight. Almost the whole meeting was given 
over to arrangements for upcoming events and 
there was a ten-minute presentation from a  

representative of the Hands and Gillingham Volunteer Centre. 
We came back with a couple of ideas for Mayflower!!  

Finlay McLeod, 
Andy Hunter and 
John Vaufrouard 
outside a house 
that had been 
established in 
1579 by Richard 
Watts as a charity 
for “six poor 
travellers who, not 
being rogues or 

Then it was on to the Rotary Club of Dover, that met in the Leaf 
Hotel and where we enjoyed a very good meal and a warm 
welcome from President David Fisher. Again, the impression of a 
very active club, with Rotary principles right at its heart. 

proctors, may receive gratis for one night, lodging and 
entertainment, and four pence each in testimony of his 
munificence”.  
Needless to say, they didn’t qualify!!!!! 
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President Yvonne with Dover 
Rotary’s President David 
Fisher. 

By the time we got to Canterbury the sun was shining and the 
temperature rising. The hour that we had there could not do justice to 
this beautiful and ancient city, so there was only one thing left to do… 

Rita likes her vodka neat….. 

and quick!! 

Yvonne with President David 
Buckley 

Last stop was the Rotary Club of the Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells, 
where yet again the welcome was warm and the meal very good. 
We were greeted by President David Buckley. After the meal we 
were introduced to a game called “Spoof”.  The rules are too 
complicated for this publication, but judging by the photos, we 
seem to have had very little trouble “catching on”.  

Nick Sillitoe, 

Rita Dasgupta 
and Alistair 

Moulds keeping 
the Mayflower 
end up! 

Finally, the journey home. Thanks to John Murray’s great organisation 
and superb driving, we arrived back in Billericay, all in one piece, at 
about 11.30pm. Tired, but very happy and reflecting on what a great 
organisation Rotary is. Three very different clubs, but all with the 
common purpose of “service before self”. 
  
Look out for “Spoof” at Mayflower!!!!!! 
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Club Diary 

October 
Oct 3rd – Daniel Pinder -Tax, Care and 
Toyboys 
Oct 10th – Joanne Phillips - St Luke’s Hospice 
update 
Oct 17th –Business meeting (note change of 
date) 
Oct 24th – End Polio Now, Three-club 
evening with Anne Wafula Strike MBE. Note 
7.00 for 7.30 start. 
Oct 31st – Evening visit to Chelmsford 

Racecourse – Partners’ Evening 
 

November 
Nov 7th - BCM initial briefing 
Nov 14th - Deborah Ashby OBE, Director of 
the School of Public Health, Imperial 
College London. 
Nov 21st – Business meeting 
Nov 28th – BCM briefing  
 

Other important dates for your diary! 
 
Oct 12th – Dinner/dance casino night  
 
Oct 24th – End Polio Now, Three-club evening with 
Anne Wafula Strike MBE. Note 7.00 for 7.30 start. 
 

Nov 2nd – Round Table’s Fireworks Night 
 
Nov 25th – Mayflower Ladies’ mulled wine and mince 
pies at Deborah Taylor’s 
 

Dec 1st – Billericay Christmas Market  
 
Dec 6th – Carols at the Colbys’ 
 

Dec 19th – Christmas party  
 

Feb 8th, 2020 – Quiz Night at Stock Village Hall 
 

April 25th, 2020 – Mayflower’s 30th Charter Night 
 

May 10th, 2020 – Soapbox Derby 
 

June 21st, 2020 – Music in the Garden 
 

July 5th, 2020 Billericay Summerfest 
 

 

And if proof were needed! 

The Beach Boys 

walk into a bar: 
Round? 

Round. 
Get a round? 
I’ll get a round. 

WARNING: If 
you have a 

satnav that you 
can change the 

voice on, do not 
use Bono from 
U2.  

I did this last 
week and now 
the streets 

have no name 
and I still 

haven't found 
what I'm 
looking for! 

It's a fact 

Did you know that one-time 
Rotary members of their 
respective home-town clubs 
included President John F 
Kennedy, composers Jean 
Sibelius and Franz Lehar, plus 
radio inventor Marconi and film 
maker Cecil B de Mille? And 
then there were tyre bosses 
Raymond Firestone and 
Leopoldo Pirelli, plus pioneer 
aviator Orville Wright and 
liqueur owner Max Cointreau.  
We move in celebrated circles. 

We’d like to send our wishes 
for a speedy recovery to 
Tricia Fortune who has 
been unwell recently. 

We’d like to wish the very best of luck 
to Gavin and Deborah Taylor’s son, 
Dominic Taylor, who very recently left 
the UK for Shanghai where he starts a 
job teaching English as a foreign 
language. Well done Dom! 

China bound 
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We thought readers might be interested in what a ShelterBOX 

actually contains. 



14 | P a g e  
 

             

                                                

 

 

  

Enjoy a three-course meal, play the Casino tables (until 11pm), with 

music and dancing too. 
 

Venue: the Burstead Golf Club, Tye Common Road, Little Burstead, Essex. CM12 9SS. 

When: Saturday 12th October 2019      Time: 6.30pm for 7pm.  

Dress: Smart casual             Carriages:   Midnight 

Price: £30pp 

 

For further details contact Barry Howe, 07775 998662 or 01277 

651542, or by e-mail to: barrymhowe@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Raising funds on behalf of Aquabox  - Aquabox is a charity and community project set 

up and managed by the Rotary Club of Wirksworth to provide safe drinking water, through the use of 

filtration units, and humanitarian aid to crisis zones around the world. 

Since its formation in 1992, Aquabox has distributed more than 110,000 boxes to countries suffering 

from natural and man-made disasters, helping hundreds of thousands of people in more than 50 

countries. As well as a water-filtration unit, each Aquabox contains a variety of humanitarian aid items, 

including cooking utensils, hygiene equipment, tools, shelter materials and educational i tems. 

 

The Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower 

presents ……… 

         A Night at the Casino  

 

 

mailto:barrymhowe@yahoo.co.uk
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